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PREFACE. 



Ir Slavery is erer abolished from the world, it will be done 
by the influence of the Christian Religion. Men never will 
abandon slave-holding, till they feel it to be a sin against God ; 
and the reason why all who are now concerned in the snpport 
of this system, do not feel and act under this conviction is, 
because they have not examined it in the light of God's 
word. 

It is a solemn fact, that there Is scarcely any one sin de- 
Bcribed in the inspired writings, in all its parts, features, and 
consequences, so clearly and explicitly, as is the sin of holding 
end treating Ae human species as property; and scarcely any 
other sin has been so frequently denounced in the Bible, witn 
the fearful maledictions of Heaven. Let the reader examine 
the few passages quoted in the following pages, with a 
prayerfal and unprejudiced mind, and letnim ask himself, 
while doing this, what we may suppose G^d's design was, in 
dictating so much which we find in the Scriptures against 
tppression in all its forms, against man-stealing, against <2e- 
jrauding the poor of his right, and against kerning hack the 
hire which is due to those who reap down our nelds ? Why 
has he, in so many instances, enjoined it upon man to show 
pity towards those of his species who are in distress, and to 
extend relief to all who are in trouble and unable to help 
themselves? Such passages, it will be perceived, make up 
no inconsiderable portion of Uie preceptive part of the Bible; 
and must these all be thrown away ? Is there no sin com- 
mitted by any of the human family now, against which they 
were designed to bear? Are not these passages of Holy 
Scripture now " profitable for doctrine, for reproof , for cor* 
rection, and for instruction in righteousness f " 

In a word, who does not see, that if no part of the Scrip- 
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tares may now be brought to bear, with the utmost propriety 
against the present system of oppression which prevails ii 
this nation, merely becaose the circumstances under whicl 
this sin is now committed may differ, in some respects, fron 
those in which men sinned when the various parts of th< 
Bible were at first written, then it must follow, as an unde 
niable consequence, that no sins of any kind can be reproved 
at the present day, in Scripture language, nor from Scrip 
ture authority. 

Mt is not pretended that all the passages in the Bible, whicl 
relate to this subject, are brought forward in this little work 
but it has been the author's design to notice the most of those 
which, it is believed, either directl;^ or indirectly, show slave 
holding to be a sin; and to do justice to the subject, none o 
those are omitted which have been so frequently quoted, anc 
so strangely tortured to prove that the Bible justifies the 
system. 

The work is divided into chapters, and the difiTerent au- 
thors or writers, from which the passages are quoted, arc 
named at the head of each chapter. The notes are numbered 
to correspond with the texts upon which they are written. 

This work has been prepared with the kindest of feelings 
both towards the enslaver and enslaved; and if it should be 
the means of helping the friends of these two classes of qui 
fellow-citizens, in any degree, to the use of those heavenli 
weapons , by which it is our duty to prosecute the great anc 
good work of delivering the oppressed from the hands of tb€ 
oppressor, the obiect will have heen obtained. For the toea- 
pons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God 
to the pulling down of strong holds ; casting down iniagina- 
tionsy and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God. 

September 4, 183$. 




CONTENTS. 



CHAPTER I. — What is Slavery ? - - - 7 

CHAPTER n. — Extracts from the writings of Moses, 11 

CHAPTER ni. —Extracts from the writings of Moses, iS 

CHAPTER IV.— i Extracts from the writings of Joshtta, 
Job, and Ezba, ..... 45 

CHAPTER V. — Extracts from the writings of David, 54 

CHAPTER VI.— Extracts from the writings 'of Sol- 
OMoir, .......62 

CHAPTER VII. — Extracts from the writmgs of Isaiah, 70 

CHAPTER Vm.— Extracts from the writings of Jere- 
miah, .......80 

CHAPTER IX. — Extracts from the writings of Ezekiel, 
Daitixii, Hossa, Joxi., Amos, Micah, Nahum, 
Habbaxkt7K, Zechariah, and Malachi, - 89 

CHAPTER X. —Extracts from the writings of St. Mat- 
thew, St. Mark, St. Luke, and St. John, con- 
taining many of the sayings and precepts of Jesus 
Christ, ...--- 96 

CHAPTER XI.— Extracts from the Epistles of St. 
Pavz., 106 

CHAPTER XIL — Extracts from the Epistles of St. 
James, St. Peter, and St. Johk, - 187 

CHAPTER Xm.— Testimony of the Civilized Worid, 150 



/ 



CHAPTER I. 



WHAT IE9 gOAVERYl 

The inquiry here is, not what 'was Roman or 
Grecian slavery, but what is American slavery t 
What is that slavery which has been created and 
which is still sanctioned by law in these United 
States f 

We answer, it is the condition of those of our spe*- 
cies who are held and treated as property. In 
South Carolina, this state is described in the follow- 
ing language ; — " Slaves shall be deemed, sold^ 
taken, reputed and adjudged in law to be chatteh, 
personal, in the hands of their owners and possessors, 
and their executors, administrators, and assigns, to 
all intents, constructions and purposes vshatsoever^^ 

The law of Louisiana declares: — 

" A slave is one who is in the power of the master 
to whom he belongs. The master may sell Aim, 
dispose of his person, his industry and labor ; he can 
do nothing, possess nothing, nor acquire anything^ 
but what must belong to his master.** 

An act of the State of Maryland, declares slaves 

to be property, in these wt)rds : — 
2 
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" In case the personal property of a ward shall 
consist of specific articles such as slaves, working 

BEASTS, ANIMALS of ANY KIND, StOCk, fumiture, 

plate, bootrs, &c., the court, if it shall deem it ad^ 
▼antageous for the ward, may^ at any time, pass an? 
order for the sale thereof." 

** Slaves shall alwajs be reputed a.nd considered 
real estate ; shall 'be, as such, »<ibject to be mort* 
gaged, according to the rules prescribed by law, and 
they shall be seized and sold as.reaZ estate," Act oS 
Louisiana. 

Hence it appears that the distinguishing principle: 
of slavery is this: slaves arc not to be ranked among' 
rational, immortal beings, but they are to be cottsid- 
ered, held and treated as thingSt as articles of 
property. 

. Now, whether the Holy Scriptures afford any au- 
thority for the assumption of that right or power, by 
which the enslaved are held in this condition, and 
subjected to the evils which directly or indirectly 
flow from it, may be determined at once, when we 
shall have seen how far this power extends. 

From an examination of the slave laws, it will be 
found that the master's authority over his slave \s 
as unlimited as it is over any other property. 

He may at any time inflict any punishment uponr 
the person of his slave. 

He mny determine the kind and degree and time 
oflabor to which the slave shall be subjected. 
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He caay supply the slave with such food and 
clothing only, both as to quantity and quality, as 
may suit his own pleasure or convenience. All the 
power of ^e master •over his slave <nay be exercised 
not by himself, but only by any other person whom 
he may appoint as his agent. 

Slaves have no legal right of property, not even in 
themselves, nor in anything olse, real or persona^ 
but whatever they may acquire, by labor, belongs, in 
point of law, to their masters. ' 

The slave, being a personal chattel, is at all times 
liable to be leased^ mortgaged^ or sold absolutely at 
the mere will of his master ; or be may be sold by 
process of law for the satisfaction of the debt« of a ' 
living, or the debts and bequests of a deceased mas- 
ter, at the suit of creditor-s or legatees. 

A slave cannot be a party before a judicial tribu- 
nal, in any species of action against his master, no 
matter how atrocious may have been the injury re- 
ceived from him. 

Slaves cannot redeem themselves, nor obtain a 
change of masters, though the most cruel treatment 
may have rendered such a change necessary for 
their personal safety. 

Slaves being objects of properly, if injured by third 
persons, their owners may bring suit, and recover 
damages for the injury. 

Slaves can make no contracts. 
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Slavery is hereditary and perpetual.* 

Here, then, we see that Slavery is not servitude 
B»erely, nor the right to the service of another, where 
therein an equivalent, or considerations which render 
Ibe demand for service just; but it is the assnmp* 
lion and exercise of that power which holds and 
treats the human species as properttf. 

It does not allow to the slave the rights of his 
own reason and conscience. 

It anmhilates the family state ; prevents the pa* 
rents from obeying the command of God, with re* 
gard to their children ; it prohibiu, or nullifies, the 
Bsarriage rites, and prevents husbands and wives 
from obeying the command of God with regard to 
each other. 

It enjoins, or sanctions; promiscuous intercourse 
between the sexes, without the rites of marriage. 

It holds all the religiou& privileges of the slave at 
the mere mercy of his master, whether that master 
be infidel, papist^ or proteetant. 

It prevente the slaves from obeying that com- 
mand of Qod which makes it the duty of all men 
to " search the Scriptures.*' 

Its direct tendency is to crush the mind of God's 
intelligent creatures, by forbidding and preventing 
all schools for " mental instruction.'' 

It withholds the hire of the laborer. 

* Strovd. 
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It sanctions and covers the breach of the eighth 
commandment. It justifies the very same thing 
which our laws and the laws of nations punish as 
piracy, if committed on the coa$t of A.frica, or on 
the high seas. It originates and justifies what the 
Bible calls " Man-stealing." 

It denies to the slave adequate protection for his 
rhxn^cter, his health and life, and more or less en- 
dangers his present and eternal salvation. 

Such, then, is the condition of millions of our spe- 
cies in this Christian land ; and against that assumed 
power which keeps them in this state, God has 
left the instructions, warnings, and threatenings of 
His unerring word. 



CHAPTER IL 

MOSES. 

The bondage of the Israelites in Egypt, and the 
measures which God took to liberate them. 

1. And the Lord said, I hare surely seien the af- 
fliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have 
heard their cry by reaison^ of their task-masters; for 

I know their sorrowflL £x. iii, 7. ' 
2* 
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1. Now, therefore, behold, ihe cry of the children of 
Israel is come unto me ; and I have also seen the 
oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. 
Ex. iii, 9. 

3. And it came to pass, in process of time, that 
the king of Egypt died ; and the children of Israel 
sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, 
and their cry came up unto God, by reason of the 
bondage. And God heard their groaning, and God 
remembered his covenant, and God looked upon the 
children of Israel, and God had respect unto them. 
Ex. ii, 23. 

4. Thus saith the Lord God of the Hebrews, 
let my people go, that they may serve me. Ex. ix, 1. 

5. Thus saith the Lord God of the Hebrews, 
How long wilt thou refuse to humble thyself before me? 
let my people go that they may serve ma Ex. x,3. 

6. And Pharaoh commanded, the same day, the 
task-masters of the people, and their officers, saying, 
Ye shall no more give the people straw to make 
brick, as heretofore ; let them go and gather straw 
for themselves. And the tate of the bricks, which 
they did make heretofore, ye shall lay upon them ; 
ye shall not diminish aught thereof; for they be 
idle ; therefore they cry, saying, Let us go and sac- 
rifice to our God. Ex. v, 6. 

7. So the people were scattered abroad through- 
oui all the land of Egypt to g^t their stubble instead 
of straw. And the task^masters hasted them, saying. 
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Fulfill your works, your daily tasks, as when there 
was straw. Ex. v, 12. 

8. And the officers of the children of Israel, 
which Pharaoh's task-masters had set over them, 
were beaten, and demanded, Wherefore have ye not 
fulfilled your task in making brick, both yesterday 
and to-day, as heretofore? Ex. v, 14. 

9. And the officers of the children of Israel did 
see that they were in evil case, aft^r it was said. Ye 
shall not diminish aught from your bricks of your 
daily task. And they met Moses and Aaron, who 
stood in the way, as they came forth frorri Pharaoh ; 
and they said unto them, The Lord look upon you, 
and judge j because ye have made our savour to be 
abhorred in the c^yes of Pharaoh, and in ih^.^yea of 
his servants to put a sword in their hand to slay us^ 
Ex. V, J9. 

10. And Moses returned unto the Lord, and said, 
Lord, wherefore hast thou so evil-entreated thisi 
people? Why is it that thou hast sent me ? For 
siyice I cooie to Phaxaoh to speak in thy name, he 
bath done evil to this people : neither hast thou de* 
livered thy people at all. Ex. v, 22. 

11. And God spake unto Moses, and said unto 
him, I am the Lord : I have also heard the groan- 
ing of t)ie children of Israel, whom the Egyptians 
keep ici bondage; and I have remembered xny eove- 
nant. Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I 
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am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under 
the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out 
of their bondage. Ex. vi, 2. 

12. And Moses spake so unto the children of Is- 
rael, but they hearkened not unto Moses for anguish 
of spirit and for cruel bondage. Ex. vi, 9, 



NOTES ON CHAPTER L 

1. I have surely seen the afflictions of my people. The 
people of God, at this time, were held in slavery by the Egyp- 
tians; and thoQgh the bondage which they were compelled to 
endure was certainly not so cruel and severe as that which 
nearly three millions of American citizens are now doomed to 
saffer; yet the Infinite Being manifested the most feeling pity 
for their sorrows. . And how can a believer in the troth of the 
Bible suppose, for one moment, that this same unchangeable 
God is now an indifferent spectator merely, to the accumulated 
wrongs which thousands of the poor slaves are forced to en- 
dure in this Christian land, — thousands who are his people, 
who love him, but who are not permitted to read his word, nor 
to worship him according to the dictates of their own con- 
sciences ? 

2. I have also seen their oppression. Oppression is the 
spoiling or taking another's goods, or the fruit of his own la- 
bor, by constraint, terror, or force ; and men commit this 
crime whenever they offer any violence to the persons, or es- 
tates, or consciences of others. If the Israelites were op- 
pressed by the Egyptians, what may be said of millions of the 
human species in this land, who are every day rol^bed of the 
fruit of their own labor? 
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8. And God heard their groanings. And doei he not 
now hear the groanings of the enslaved ? Has he no respect 
unto the sighmgs of millions who now ciy unto him by reason 
of their chains ? 

4. Let my people go. And now, if God uttered his te*- 
timonj against the slavery which his people endured thou- 
sands of years ago, and if he commanded their oppressors to 
let them go free, how can it be made to appear that he does not 
do this now ? 

6. And Pharaoh commanded the task-masters. The 
persons who were placed over the slaves in Egypt, were de- 
nominated ** task-masters;" it was their office to appoint them 
their work, and exact its daOy performance. In the Hebrew,, 
they are called " princes of burdens,'* and in the Septuagint^ 
" overseers of the works ; " in the dialect of this land, these 
officers are called "overseers," << masters," and "soul- 
drivera ** 

6. Te shall not diminish aught thereof. And how often 
Pharaoh has been denounced as a most unmerciful tyrant, for 
his having made this oppressive requisition ! And this, too, by 
thousands who seem never to have thought that similar exac- 
tions have been imposed upon the slaves of this land. Their 
" masters " tell us the slaves must not, and cannot, and shall 
not be set free, till they are fit, or prepared to make a good use 
of their freedom ; and yet these very ** masters " are con- 
stantly devising means to strengthen the chains by which the 
slaves have been, and still are, degraded and made incapable 
(as they say) of taking care of themselves. Though these 
same slaver now support themselves and their *' masters " be- 
sides, with their chains on, yet we are told that if their chains 
were to be taken off, they could not and would not even tak^ 
care of themselves ! 

That the people of the south are really desirous of prepar- 
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iDg tfheir slaves lo enjuy their liberty, iC, indeed, they should 
ever be favored with it, take the fullowing in evidence ; it is 
An act lately passed by the State of South Carolina, "To 
amend the laws in rehition to the slaves and free perHonyS of 
color." 

Sfco. 2. Be it enacted by the Honorable, the i^enate and 
Hou»e of Representatives^ now met and sitting in General 
Assembly, and by the authority of the same ; if any person 
■ball hereafter teach any slave to read or write, or shall aid or 
assist iri teaching slaves to read or write ; or cause, or pro- 
cure any slave to read or write j sucti person, if a free 
white person, upon conviction thereof, shall, for each and 
every oHence against this act, be fined not exceeding one hur>- 
dred dollars, and Imprisoned not more than feix inonchs; or if c^ 
free person of color, shall be whipped not exceeding fifty lashes, 
and fined ' not exceeding fifty dollars, at the discretion of the 
Court of Magistrates and free-hoJders before whom such free 
person of color is tried ; and if a slave, shall be whipped at 
the discretion of the Court, not exceeding fifty lashes \ tho in- 
former to be entitled to one half of the fine, and to be a com- 
petent witness ; and if any free persop of color or slave shall 
keep any school or other place of instructi6n for teaching any. 
slave or free person of color to read or write, such free person 
of color or slave, shall be liable to the same fine, iinpriion- 
ment, or corporeal pums^meut, as are by this section imposed 
and inflicted on free persons. of color or slaves, for teaching 
daves to read or write." 

•* Sftc. 2. If any person shall employ or keep as a clerk, 
any slave or free person of color, or shall permit any slave or 
free person of color, to act as a clerk or salesman, in or about 
any shop, store, or house, used for trading, such person shall 
be liable to be indicted therefor, and npoii conviction thereof, 
■hall be fined for each and every ofiTence, not exceeding one 
bnndrod doUan, and be impriaonad not aiceeding liz months ; 
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die informer to be a competent witne98» and to. be entitled to 
one half of tbe fine " 

i. They were in an evil ease. Sore enough they were* 
The slaves of this age cannot be. set free, because, forsootb^^ 
thej are not properly instructed, and the above and many 
other similar laws declare, under the penalties of whipping t 
fincy imprisonment y and death, that the slaves must not/ 
and shall not be instructed, lest they should be set free, or by 
this means obtain their liberty \ This is eertainly an *' evil 
case." 

8. Ye have made our savour to he abhored in the eyes 
of Pharaoh. So it seems thoAe Israelites did really find 
their bondage increased by the very efforts which God and hi» 
servants were making to get them free. But Moses did not 
consider this a sufficient reason why he should cease to plead 
for their freedom. And shall we, of the present age, forbear 
to preach the truth because, some sinners will not repent ? Doee 
it alter the cdurse of our duty^ when some ** harden their 
hearts,*' and ** wax worse and worse," aAer they '* have re- 
ceived the holy commandment delivered unto them?" If 
not, why then should we be so efVen reproached with having 
retarded the abolition of slavery in this land ? And this is' 
the strongest, and in fact about the only objection which many 
serious and good people can bring against the Anti-Slavery 
movements of the present day. We try to do something, — 
they do nothing, except to denounce our means and measures, 
yet we retard the abolition of slavery ! " The I ord be judge 
between ns and them. 

There can be no doubt thai the hearts of many ** masters," 
in this nation, are now hardened in precisely the same way 
that Pharaoh's was; and God has just as much agency in hard- 
ening their hearts now, as he ever had in hardening the heart 
of Phnraob. God says now, as he has long beea doing to 
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lliem, ** Let theie slavM go free ! " and they hear thiB voice of 
God in the dictates of reason and humanity, they hear it in the 
precepts of the Bible, and they acknowledge it in the great 
charter of our national existence ; yet they refuse to obey it» 
and in doing so they harden their hearts. 



CHAPTER III. 



MOS£S. 



The different kinds of servitude allowed among 

the Hebrews. 

1. If thou buy an Hebrew servant, six years he 
shall serve ; and in the seventh he shall go out free 
for nothing. Ex. xxi, 2. 

2. And if a man sell his daughter to be a maid- 
servant, she shall not go out as the men-servants do. 
If she please not her master who hath betrothed her 
unto himself, then shall he let her be redeemed; to 
sell her unto a strange nation he shall have no power, 
seeing that he has dealt deceitfully with her. And if 
he have betrothed her unto his son, he shall deal 
with her after the manner of his daughters. If he 
lake him another wife, her food, her raiment, and 
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her duty of marriage, shall he not diminish. And 
if he do not these three unto her, then shall she go 
out free without money. Ex. xxi, 7. 

3. If a thief be found breaking up — he should 
make full restitution ; if he have nothing, then he 
shall be sold for his theft. Ex. xxii, 2. 

4. And if a man smite his servant or his maid, 
A^ith a rod, and he die under his hand ; he shall bo 
surely punished. Notwithstanding, if he continue 
a day or two, he shall not be punished, for he is his 
money. Ex. xxi, 20. 

5. And he that stealeth a man and selleth him, or 
if he be found in his hand, he shall surely be put to 
death. Ex. xxi, 16. 

6. Thou shalt neither vex a stranger, nor oppress 
him ; for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt. 
Ye shall not afflict any widow or fatherless child. 
If thou afflict them in anywise, and they cry at all 
unto me, I will surely hear their cry, and my wrath 
shall wax hot, and I will kill you with the sword ; 
and your wives shall be widows and your children 
fatherless. Ex. xxii, 21. 

7. Ye shall not steal, neither deal falsely, neither 
lie one to another. Lev. xix, 11. 

8. Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbor, neither 
rob him; the wages of him that is hired shall not 
abide with thee all night until the morning. Lev. 
xix, 13. 

3 
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9. Thou shall not curse the deaf, nor put a stum 
bling block before the blind, but shalt fear ihj God. 
Lev. xix, 14. 

10. Thou shalt not avenge nor bear any grudg-e 
against the children of thy people, but thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself; I am the Lord. Lev« 
xix, 18. 

11. And if thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen 
in decay with thee, then thou shalt relieve him ; j^ea, 
though he be a stranger, or a sojourner ; that he may 
live with thee. Lev. xxv, 35. 

12. And if thy brother that dwelleth by thee be 
waxen poor, and be sold unto thee, thou shalt not 
compel him to serve as a bond-servant. But as an 
hired servant, and as a sojourner, he shall be with 
thee, and shall serve thee unto the year of jubilee ; 
and then shall he depart from thee, — for they are 
my servants — they shall iiot be sold as bond-men. 
Thou shalt not rule over him with rigor, but shalt 
fear thy God. Lev. xxv, 39. 

13. Both thy bond-men, and thy bond-maida 
which thou shalt have, shall be of the heathen that 
are round about you; of them shall ye buy bond- 
men and bond-maids. Lev. xxv, 44. 

14. And if ye go to war in your land against 
the enemy that oppresseth you, then ye shall blow 
an alarm with the trumpets; and yeshallberemem* 
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bered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be 
saved from your enemies. Num. x, 9. 

15. Thou shalt not steal, neither shalt thou de- 
sire thy neighbor's wife, neither shalt thou covet thy 
neighbor's house, his field, or his man-servant, or his 
maid-servant, his ox, or his ass, or anything that is 
thy neighbor's. Deut. v, 19 — 21. 

16. For the Lord your God is God of gods, and 
Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terri- 
ble, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward. 
He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and 
widow, and loveth the stranger, in giving him food 
and raiment; love ye, therefore, the stranger; for 
ye were strangers in the land of Egypt. Deut. x, 17. 

17. If there be among you a poor man of one of 
thy brethren within any of thy gates, in thy land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not 
harden thine heart, nor shut thine hand from thy 
poor brother ; but thou shalt open thine hand wide 
unto him, and shalt surely lend him sufficient for 
his in that which he wanteth. Deut. xv. 7. 

18. Beware that there be not a thought in thy 
wicked heart, saying. The seventh year the year of 
release, is at hand; and thine eye be evil against thy 
poor brother, and thou givest him nought ; and he 
cry unto the Lord against thee, and it be sin unto 
thee. Deut. xv, 9. 

19. Thou shalt surely give him, and thine heart 
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^ shall not be grieved when thou givest unio him ; be- 
cause that for this thing the Lord thy God shall 
bless thee in all thy works, and in all that thou 
puttest thine hand unto. Deut. xv, 10. 

20. For the poor shall never cease out of the land ; 
therefore I command thee, saying, Thou shalt open 
thine hand wnde unto thy brother, to thy poor and to 
thy needy in thy land. Deut. xv, 11. 

21. And if thy brother, an Hebrew man, or an 
Hebrew woman, be sold unto thee, and serve thee 
six years, then in the seventh year thou shalt let himi 
go free from theo. And when thou sendest him out 
free from thee, thou shalt not let him go away empty. 
Dout. XV, 12. 

22. Thou shalt furnish him libemlly out of thy 
flock, and out of thy floor, and out of thy wine- 
press ; of that wherewith the Lord thy God hath 
blessed thee thou shalt give unto him. Deut. xv, 14. 

23. It shall not seem hard unto thee, when thou 
sendest him away free from thee ; for he hath been 
worth a double hired servant to thee, in serving thco 
six years; and the Lorp thy God shall bless thee in 
all that thou doest. Deut. xv, 18. 

24. Thou shalt not deliver unto his master the 
servant which is escaped from his master unto thee ; 
he shall dwell with thee, even among you, in that 
place which he shall choose, in one of thy gates, 
where it liketh him best ; thou shal^ not oppress bim. 
Deut. xxiii, 15. 
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25. If a man be found stealing any of his breth- 
ren of the children of Israel, and rnaketh merchan- 
dize of him, or selleth him; then that thief shall 
die ; and thou shall put evil away from among you. 
Deut. xxiv, 7. 

26. Thou shalt not oppress an hired servant that 
is poor and needy, whether he be of thy brethren, 
or of thy strangers that are in thy land within thy 
gates; at his day thou shalt give him his hire, 
neither shall the sun go down upon it ; for he is poor, 
and setteth his heart upon it; lest he cry against 
thee unto the Lord, and it be sin unto thee. Deut. 
xxiv, 14. 

27. Thou shalt not pervert the judgment of the 
stranger, nor of the fatherless, nor take the widow's 
raiment to pledge; but thou shalt remember, that 
thou wast a bond-man in Egypt, and the Loup thy 
God redeemed thee thence; therefore I command 
thee to do this thing. Deut. xxiv, 17. 

NOTES ON CHAPTER HI. 

We are so much accustomed to think of a man*s going to 
a slave market, and buying servants for a third person, just 
as he would buy an ox or a horse, that we can hardly imagine 
any other way in which a person should obtain servants with 
money. But how was it in ancient times, when the Bible 
was wrilten ? Let us look and see what was the usage, and 
who it was that soldf when they bought servants. 
2* 
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There was Joseph, who bought the Egyptians for Pharaoh, 
not with money, but with corn, and they became Pharaoh*8 
servants. Who sold in that caf>e ? They sold themselves. 
See Genesis, 47. So it is said to Ahab, ** Thou bust sold 
thyself to work evil in the sight of the Lord/* 1 Kings xxi, 
20. And in 2 Kings, zvii, 17, it is said the children of Israel 
*^ sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the Lord." So 
the terms bought and sold are permanently applied to a mu> 
tual contract to do service for a compensation. Indeed, I 
may say, this is the general idea in the Scriptures. "Bis 
servants ye are to whom ye obey. " In examining the Scrip- 
tures it IS necessary always to take care and not suffer 
modern practices to fix images in our minds to exclude the 
truth. 

I ask if there is anything to show that Abraham or any of 
the patriarchs ever sold a slave ? Did they belong to his 
estate, and descend to his heirs ? What became of them 
when Jacob went to Padan-Aram, and was a servant himself 
for twenty years ? When he returned to Canaan, he had 
servants himself in large numbers. But we find after that, 
his sons keeping sheep. Then, after that, he went into Egypt. 
What became of all those servants ? They were not sold. 
The truth is, they were voluntary servants, the obligation 
was at an end, and they remained in their own country. 

There is another fact showing the nature of the service 
that existed in those early days. When the enemy came 
from Egypt, and took Lot and his neighbors, and all their 
substance, Abraham determined to pursue after them, and he 
took 318 of these servants, born in his own house. Is there 
a slaveholder in the United States, who would do this, would 
arm his slaves to pursue an enemy .' Put arms into the hands 
of involuntary servants, and you may well expect they will 
use them against their masters. Abraham's servants, there- 
fore, were doubtless voluntary servants, serving him by a 
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contract of their own, whether for wages, or for a living, and 
for protection Abraham was then, what many an Arab 
chief is now, the head of a tribe. The children of Heth un- 
derstood the institutions of their own time, and they tell us 
just how it was, when they say to Abraham, " Hear us, my 
lord ; thou art a mighty prince among us." Genesis zziii, 6. 
And as such, he had a large number of followers, who were 
dependent on him, obeyed him, labored for him, and were 
protected and supported by him. But it was only a volun- 
tary service. The father of the faithful was not a slaveholder, 
nor was he a man who would go to the slave -markets, and 
human shambles, to make merchandize of tlie bodies and souls 
of men. 

It is commonly said by our learned men, who write on 

Biblical antiquities, just as it was said by the Popish writers 

from whom thoy borrow their learning on this subject, such 

as Calract, Jahn, &c., that the law of Moses sanctions slavery. 

And the reason which is given, is, that it is said he found 

slavery so deeply rooted among the Jews that he could not 

root it out, and therefore he let it remain, and contented 

himself with regulating it. Now, look at this doctrine. The 

Jews had been slaves themselves, for generations, and were 

only just three months out of bondage, when the law of 

Moses was given. Is it credible that they could in that time 

have become such an incorrigible set of slaveholders, that 

Moses, though clothed with divine authority, was not able to 

manage them ? 

Let us now look at the law itself, in reference to the coun- 
tenance it is supposed to give to modern slavery. It is said 
by the writers, that the Jews had slaves lawfully in several 
different ways. One is by captivity, as where they spared 
the lives of the Canaanites who were doomed to death, and 
these they might hold as slaves. But there is no truth in 
this. They had an express law respecting the Canaanites. 
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It is given in Dent, xx, 16—18. " But of the cities of these 
people, which the Lord thy God givcth thee for an inheri- 
tance, thou shalt save alive nothing that breatheth ; but 
thou shalt utterly destroy them, as the Lord thy God hath 
commaiided thee, that they teaoh you not to do After their 
abominations/' &c. This leaves none to be taken prisoners, 
without a direct violation of the commandment. Where 
then is there room for slavery ? There is none. The Jews 
were never allowed, in any circumstances, to make slaves of 
the Canaanites. 

In regard to the snnounding idolatrous nations, without 
the limits of the devoted Canaanites, the law is different. 
We have it in a preceding verse of the same chapter : 
" When thou comest nigh unto a city to fight against it, then 
proclaim peace unto it." And if they would not. accept the 
offer of peace, then they were to make war, and beseige, and 
take it. And then they were to smite every male. There 
could be no male prisoners of war to be made slaves. But 
the females and the little ones were to be taken. What for ? 
For sla:ves ? That is not in the text. They were to be taken 
as a part of the spoil. The text does not direct what shall be 
done with them. It only says, " Thou shalt eat the spoil." 
No one would argue from this that the Jews were com* 
manded to eat their prisoners. But there is a great deal 
more authority for that in the passage, than there is for en- 
slaving them. What then were they to do with the women 
and children ? I answer. They were to take them home and 
treat them kindly. And especially, they were not to be op- 
pressed. The law is very full on this point, in Exodus xxii, 
22. ** Ye shall not afflict any widow or fatherless child." 
You see all these women and children would be widows or 
orphans, and therefore not to be oppressed. And if they 
should oppress such, God said be would hear their cry, and 
would visit the oppressor with judgments. Does this look 
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like a permission to make slaves of them ? I wish every 
slaveholder, and every apologist for slavery, would read the 
law on this point, in the following verses: " If thou afflict 
them in anywise, and they cry at aU unto me, I will surely 
hear their cry, and my wrath shall wax hot, and I will k\ll 
you with the sword ; and your wives shaU be widows, and 
your children fatherless.** That is the provision which the 
law of Moses made for the security of these widowed and or- 
phan captives against oppression. And then they were to 
be incorporated with the people of Israel, and every third 
year a tenth part of the produce of the 6elds was to be set 
apart for the very purpose of maintaining persons in this 
situation — for the poor, the widow, and the fatherless. 

Grod often reminds his people not to oppress strangers, be- 
cause they had been strangers; and he says to them, '* Ye 
know the heart of a stranger." Did he at the same time 
authorize them to seize upon strangers, and claim them as 
property, and reduce them to the condition of a mere appen- 
dage, a chattel, a thing ? He says, " Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself." Any specific action that is contrary 
to that, is against the law of God. 

We have further evidence that God did not intend to 
sanction slavery. It was a standing law, that *^ He that 
stealeth a man and selleth him, or if he be found in his hand, 
he shall surely be put to death." Another standing law of 
Israel was this : << Thou shalt not deliver to his master the 
serrant which is escaped from his master unto thee : he shall 
dwell with thee, even among you, in that place which he 
shall choose in one of thy gates ; thou shalt not oppress him." 
Deut. xziii, 14 -^ 15. Take these two laws together, and it is 
impossible that slavery, or involuntary servitude should exist. 
It is not to be understood as applicable to men who have re- 
ceived the pay for their labor, and then refuse to complete 
their own contract, but of men who are held to involantary 
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•ervitade, that is, to slaves from aniongr the heathen, where 
slavery was a common thing ; for, by the supposition, there 
were and could be none among the Israelites. There the 
law was, that if a slave escaped from bondage, and fled -to 
the land of Israel, the whole nation should rise up and pro- 
tect him. So sacredly does the law of God regard human 
liberty. 

On the other side, wo often hear it granted, that the Jews 
were not allowed to enslave their brethren, nor to steal slaves 
from the heathen. But it is said, they might go to the slave 
markets in the surrounding heathen nations, and buy slaves, 
and hold them forever. But I find it difficult to see how this 
can be done at any rate, without robbery. Suppose a man 
goes to the slave-market, and buys a slave — can he buy any 
better title than the eeWer sells f The transfer is in fact only 
exchanging the robbery, and putting the stolen property into 
other hands. Would God sanction such a practice ? See 
how it is spoken of incidentally in other cases. 

There is the case of Joseph, who was sold to the Ishmael- 
ites. That was as fair a slave deal as ever I heard of. But 
what does Joseph say to it ? " For indeed,'* says he, ** I was 
stolen away out of ihe land of the Hebrews," Gen. zl. 15. 
Those Arabs stole him, although they bought him, and paid 
their money for him. This settles the question, that buying 
a man and paying money for him is man-stealing, according 
to Scripture language. 

Again, it is said, that debtors, who could not pay their 
debts, might lawfully be reduced to slavery, and sold for 
payment. This is laid down as law in almost every mod- 
em commentary on the laws of Moses. Now, look at it 
Here is a man who has been unfortunate, and is not able to 
pay a debt which he has contracted, and it is said that the 
law enacted by the Almighty allows him to be sold into 
perpetual slavery, extending to his children and his poster- 
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ity forever* If Crod hu sanctioned this, I will ]n(^l<l the 
point ; but let Us look at the proof, and see if he really has 
lent his sanction to such a method of procedure. What is 
the spirit of the Levitical law in regard to debts ? Read 
Dnet. xt, 1—10. 

Does that look like selling poor debters into slavery f Our 
hearts are so calculating and avaricious now, that we cannot 
receive such a law in its simple and obvious meaning. We 
can hardly conceive of society organised on such a principle} 
as that no debt should be binding over seven years. Such a 
society would be almost like Heaven. Every kind disposition, 
every generous feeling is encouraged, and no sanction or 
authority given to any harshness or severity towards unfor- 
tunate debtors. That law places the poor under the special 
protection of Heaven, and leaves them no longer subject to 
the gripe of the unmercifuL No wonder David loved the 
law of God. How his mind glows and burns as he contem' 
plates that law. It Was sweeter to him than honey, or the 
honey-comb. 

But was there no servitude among the Jews? Ves^ doubt- 
less there was The relation of servant is as necessary to 
the happiness and comiort of society as any other relation. 
The chapter before us, Deut. zv, assures us that *Uhe poor 
shall never cease out of the land.'* And the poor have need 
of the rich, as well as the rich need of the poor. There is a 
mutual dependence, and mutual obligation. But their natu- 
ral rights are the Same, and both are recognized and estab- 
lished and secured by the laws of Moses. 

But it is said that some are born slaves. So it is said in 
the schools ; so it is said in the commentaries ; so it is ex- 
tensively believed and practised ; that if a parent is a slave, 
that alone condemns the child to slavery. But how say the 
Scriptures? "They shall sdy no more, The fathers have 
eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge." 
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Jer. xxxi, fid. Mere it is laid down as a maitim of the ditine 
Jaw that children shall not suffer the penalty of their father's 
Bin, bat that ** eyety one shall die for his own iniqaity." 
And therefore it is not reasonable to suppose that God would 
sanction the practice of enslaving children on account of 
either the conduct or the condition of their parents. 

But if we look further into the Scripture usages, we shall 
find that a home-born servant, instead of being enslaved, was 
considered entitled to peculiar privileges. David alludes to 
this relation, and claims or asks for the benefit of it, in Psalm 
116, where he exclaims, ^* I am thy servant, and the son of 
thy handmaid^ thoti hast loosed my bonds.*' Jeremiah 
alludes to it^ ** Is Israel a servant .' Is he a home-boin slave f 
Why is he spoiled ?** Jer. ii, 14. There, if you will look in 
your Bibles, you will see that the word sUve is in Italics) 
because there is no word for it in Hebrew, but the transla- 
tors put it in to fill up the sense, as they thought, but it is 
plain, from what follows, that they erred. The inquiry is 
this, *' Is Israel a servant, yea, a home-born^ i.e. a privileged 
one? Why is As spoiled.?" The prophet wonders to see 
hvm despoiled of the rights and privileges which belonged to 
him. The truth is, that a home-born servant, so far from be* 
ing a slave, had advantages secured to him which a hired 
servant was not entitled to. — [Rev, James H. Dickey,'] 

2, If a man sell his daughter. ** This the Jews allowed 
no man to do," says Dr. A. Clarke, on this place, " but in ez- 
treme distress, when he had no goods, either moveable or im- 
moveable, led, even to the clothes on his back ; and he had 
this permission only while she was untnarriagahle. It may 
appear at first view strange, that such a law should be given ; 
but let it be remembered, that this servitude could extend, at 
the utmost, only to six years ; and that it was nearly the same 
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ILS m some cases of apprenticeship among us ; where the pa" 
i^nts bind the child for seven years, and have from his mastef 
BO mach for work daring that time.*' 

3. He shall be sold for his theft. And how many slave 
masters in this nation wonld now have to be sold themselves 
into slavery, Were they to be jadged by this law ! 

4. He shall be surely punished. And here is another 
feature of the Mosaic law, in relation to servants, which shows 
how nnjust and crael that system of slavery is, which prevails 
in this land ; among the Jews, if a servant was killed by the 
cmel treatment of his master, that master was pnnished with 
death. See Gen. ix, 6 — Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by 
man shall his blood be shed, Bnt not so now among us ; in 
the United States, scores and hundreds of slaves have been 
killed by the treatment of their "masters" and "drivers,'* 
and not a single instance was ever known here of a white 
man being hung for the murder of a slave ! And yet these 
very persons refer us to this passage of Scripture, as a justifi- 
cation of slave-holding, because it is added, notwithstanding, 
if he remain a day or two, he shall not be punished, for 
he is his money. That is, if the servant survive a day or 
two afler he had been deservedly beaten by his master, and 
then died, it might be presumed in that case that he died from 
some other cause, and consequently the only punishment 
which the master should suffer was the loss of the servant's 
time, for the servant was to him, for the time being, instead of 
money. This passage is far from asserting that the servant 
was his master's property, in the same sense in which slaves 
are supposed to be the master's property by the enslavers of this 
country ; the sense of it is, simply, the servant is to his mas- 
ter instead of money ; he represents, for the time being, his 
master's money. 

5. He shall surely be put to death. And would Ameri- 

4 
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can Chriatian enslavers be willing to be judged by this law ? 
And is there one solitary slave-holder in this nation, who, ac^ 
cording to this precept, is not either a man-thief, or a receiver 
of those who have been stolen ? It does nut and cannot altef 
the case, as to the manner in which one has come into the 
possession of those hnman beings whom he claims as his prop- 
erty ; if they are found in his hand, this law says he should be 
put to death. 

6. I will surely hear their cry. The people of this land 
once felt themselves oppressed by the government of Great 
Britain. At that time they were comparatively poor and de- 
fenceless ; but they cried unto the Lobd and entreated Him to 
undertake for them ; and now the most sceptical acknowl- 
edge that God did hear their cries, and that He did undertake 
for them against those who oppressed them. And now, who 
can read these words, and think of the millions of poor slaves 
who are so cruelly oppressed by this nation, and not tremble 
in view of the danger to which it must, according to the prin- 
ciples of God's government, be exposed ! Are there no or- 
phan children, no afflicted widows, among our millions of 
slaves, whose cries God, in justice, may yet hear ? And was 
it in answer to the cries of such, and in fulfillment of the 
threatening here denounced, that he permitted the dreadful 
scenes which occurred at Southampton, in Virginia, a few 
years ago ? 

7. JV ei^Aer deal falsely 9 neither lie one to an other. The 
following fact may be given for thousands of the kind, which 
are constantly occurring among the enslavers of the human 
species ; it is from the Hudson (Ohio) Observer ; and it is 
said to have taken place not long since. *' Mr. R., a public 
officer, boarding at the same place with myself, is a slave- 
holder, and a strong advocate for slavery. He came home a 
few days eince and relatied the following circnm8tanc<eB. 
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<*The Rev. Mr. B. is the owner of several slaves, one of 
which has a wife that belongs to another man in the city. The 
slave had been guilty of some crime and was confined in jail ; 
and the Rev. Mr. B. came to me, not more than half an hour 
after preaching a funeral sermon, and offered to sell him to me. 

I went to the jail with Mr. , a noted slave-trader, to see 

the slave, and then returned and closed the bargain with the 
Bev. Mr. B., his master. *Now,' said Mr. B., 'do not tell 
the slave that yon have bought him, but that I have let him out 
to yoa.' No, said 1, 1 shall tell him no lies. We then went 
again to the jail, and Rev. Mr. B. said to the negro, ** Robert, 
I have hired yon out to this man for a time, you must go with 
him.' 

** But Robert, suspecting the horrid truth from his having 
been jnst before examined by the slave-dealer, looked up to 
Mr. B. and said, ' No, yon have sold me to go down the river. 
Now, Mr. B.,' he continded, ' yon profess to be a Christian 
and a preacher of the gospel, but how do you expect to get 
to He at en i when you will sell me from my wife to he sent 
doton the river f ' " Here, this preaching slave-holder and 
slave-deater tells a lie himself, and attempts also to induce his 
neighbor to tell another, and all this in addition to his crime of 
having sold for money the image of the infinite God, and 
parted forever a husband from his wife ! 

8. The wages of him that is hired. If it was a sin 
against God for one under the Mosaic economy to retain the 
wages of a hired servant for the space of one night only, how 
much more guilty must one be now, under the gospel dispen- 
sation, who compels a man to work during his whole life time, 
and pays him nothing for hire ? 

9. A stumbling'hloek before the blind. And is it no 
crime in the sight of a holy God, to make millions of hu- 
man beir^gs bliitz), as the slaves in this country are made* 
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by the nnjast and oppreflsive laws which forbid their inetmc- 
tion, even in a Sabbath school ? This the laws of Louisiana 
do under the penalty of five hundred dollars fine for the first 
offence, and death for the second ! 

10. Love thy neighbor as thyself* Do those who vio- 
lently withhold their neighbors' liberty from them, love their 
neighbor as themselves ? And how near do those come to 
the fulfilling of this command, who sell husbands and part 
them forever from their wives? who sell children and part 
them forever from their parents ? Do those love their neigh- 
bors as themselves, who take the avails of their labor without 
paying them for it ? 

11. Hiou shalt relieve him. No class of men in the 
known world mSS&t a greater amount of evils than the slaves 
of this country ; but from what part of these evils the slave- 
holders or their apologists are now endeavoring to relieve 
them, it is not very easy to determine. See Chapters one and 
six. 

1 2. Thou shalt not compel him to serve as a bond-servant. 
No Hebrew could be compelled to serve his master more than 
six years; but a bond-servant, that is, one who was not an 
Hebrew, might be compelled to serve till the year of jubilee. 
A Hebrew might be retabed in servitude till the year of ju- 
bilee, if it was his own choice, not otherwise, b'ee Ex. xxi, 
6 — 6. Nor, indeed, could a Hebrew, nor any stranger, ,be 
retained in servitude any time after he was abused and treated 
with unjustifiable severity by his master. See Ex. xxi, 26 — 
27. Are all slaves in this land set free as soon as they are 
maimed by their masters or drivers ? 

Every seventh day among the Jews was a Sabbath, or day 
of rest ; every seventh year was also a Sabbath year, during 
which the land and the people rested, and all Hebrew servants 
were at liberty to go free from their masters. And then every 
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fiftieth year was termed a jubilee, beyond which time no set' 
vant coald be held to the service of bis master. See Chap, 
iv, 11. 

13. Of them shall ye buy bond-men and bond-maidn. 
The word used here by our translators is bondmen , bat in the 
original Hebrew it is the same that is commonly translated 
tenants, and it is not easy to see why the translators changed 
the word. As it is, this is the great proof-text of the slave- 
holder, to which he always retreats as his final strong hold. 
It would not answer his purpose half so well if it had been 
translated seroantu, as it is in other places. But let us exam- 
ioe it a little. This text is said to authorize both buying slaves 
as merchandize, and holding men in perpetual, and hereditary 
slavery. But in the first place, it nowhere authorizes the 
enslaving of children born of these bondmen. It is one 
mistake of the slave-holder, in supposing that the Israelites 
were allowed to hold such children in slavery. On the con- 
trary, they were required by the Abrahaniic covenant to be 
circumcised the eighth day, and thus enrolled among God's 
visible people. It is another mistake in supposing that these 
bondmen were purchased in a slave-market, as slaves are 
purchased in this country. The laws that prohibited man- 
stealing, and the delivering up of fugitive servants are totally 
inconsistent with the idea that there could be slave-markets in 
the nation of Israel. And as to the supposition that they 
were permitted to go out as soul drivers, on a voyage of spec- 
ulation, into the surrounding heathen nations, to buy up slaves, 
it 18 too forbidding to be believed without evidence. How 
then were they to acquire these bondmen ? If we observe 
the language of scripture carefully, it will set us right on this 
point Read two or three of the succeeding verses : 

*' And if a sojourner or a stranger wax rich by thee, and 
thy brother that dwelleth by him wax poor, and sell himself 

4* 
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onto the stranger or sojonmer by thee, or to the stock of the 
stranger's family : after that he is sold he may be redeemed 
again ; one of his brethren may redeem him." 

Here yon see how they became bondmen. They sold 
themselves ; that is, they made a contract of service, it may 
be for a term of years, or for life, or indefinitely, but it was a 
contract of their own. And if it was indefinite, or whatever 
it might be, the year of jubilee pat an end to it, and pro- 
claimed liberty to all. 

It is understood by some that the word forever, in the forty- 
sixth verse, refers not to the duration of the servitude at all, 
(though if it did, the jubilee would terminate it) but to the du- 
ration of the law ; and then the meaning would be, that yoa 
shall forever obtain your bondmen from the surrounding na- 
tions. — [Mev. James H, Dickey.] 

And it should always be borne in mind, in the examination 
of this subject, that, though the ancient Hebrews were per- 
mitted to buy servants and keep them for a limited time, yet 
they were never authorized to steal them, or to buy or keep 
those who had been stolen, and not only so, but those who 
were bought sold themselves, as may be seen by consulting 
the forty-seventh verse of this chapter, and also 1 Kings xxi, 
20 ; 2 Kings vii, 17 ; and Gen, xlvii, 24. 

14. Ve shall be remembered* Here God promised the 
Jews success, when they went to war against those that op- 
pressed them ; would not the same principles of his govern- 
ment lead him to favor the oppressed in this land, in an attempt 
to gain their freedom ? At the same time, no Christian, who 
is opposed to slavery, would, or could for one moment, either 
propose or encourage such an attempt, otherwise than in the 
ase of moral means. The true friends of the enslaved in 
this land, do not believe it would be right for the oppressed to 
use any violence, (not even the whips with which their own 
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backs have been so oflen lacerated) for the purpose of obtain- 
ing their rights. Yet, should the slaves ever attempt this by 
any means, says the immortal Jefierson, '* The Almighty has 
no attribute which could take sides with us in such a contest.** 

15. Thou shalt not steal. This commandment would 
certainly have prevented all slave-holding among the Jews» 
had it not been for the express permission of God ; just the 
same as the command which says, Thou shalt not kill^ 
would have prevented the nearest of kin, among the Jews, 
from killing the murderer of his friend, without a process at 
law, if God had not given them his permission to do this. 

Now, here is a man who holds in his possession the liberty 
of one of his species ; it is the liberty of a slave, who was 
born in his own house ; this slave never gave this master his 
liberty, he never sold it to him, nor has he ever forfeited it by 
crime, but yet the master has got it in his possession, and he 
holds it fast. How came this master by the liberty of this 
man ? He never bought it of the slave, and the slave eould 
not have sold it, if he would ; nor has he bought it of a third 
person, for it never was possessed by a third person. 
How came he by it, if he did not steal it? We know 
indeed, it may be said, that the laws gave the master a 
title to this man's liberty ; but who made those laws? Why, 
slave-holders, to be sure ! And where did slave-holders ob- 
tain their authority to make laws, which controvene the law 
of the infinite God, which says, Thou shalt not steal ? The 
truth is, they have no such authority, they never had, and they 
never can have ; and hence every man who holds the person 
of a human being as his property, does so. in violation of the 
eighth commandment, which says, Thou shalt not steal ! 

But suppose again, that the liberty of this slave is sold to a 
third person; is the man's title to the liberty of this enslaved 
human being any better than his who sells it ? Does not tho 
purchaser know, as every man in this nation knows, that this 
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man has been robbed of his liberty, — that he never has been, 
and that he never can be paid an equivalent for it ? And yet, 
be buys and holds in his possession that which he knows has 
been stolen, and to which he cannot have, in the natare of 
things, any just title ! Now let the reader suppose a case, if 
he can, of one slave in this land whose liberty has not been 
stolen, and which is not now withheld by an act of fraud and 
theft, similar to that stated above. 

Neither ahalt thou covet anything that is thy neighbor" t. 
And how can one withhold from his neighbor, his personal 
LiBKKTY, his wifet his children, and keep hack the fruit of 
his labor^ and not break this command of God ? And yet, I 
once heard this very precept quoted in the Theological Semi- 
nary at Andover, to prove that slavery must continue to exist 
to the end of time, or this commandment, it was supposed, 
could not be fa'filled ! So persecution must continue to the 
end of the world, or Christians cannot have the privilege of 
praying for their persecutors ! And human intelligcncies must 
always continue in a course of sin, or the Deity will not have 
ihh glory of forgiving them ! ^ 

18. And it be sin unto thee. And think yon not, reader, 
that there are a few Christian enslavers in this land who need to 
have those and the foregoing cautions repeated in their hearing ? 
Mark how strictly the Jews were commanded to remember 
and pity the poor, the fatherless, and widows ; and give 
them sufficient for their need, in that which they might want 
for their souls and their bodies. And is the great God less 
merciful, less just, less jealous now, for the welfare of the 
poor slave 7 

19. Thou shall surely give htm, — and thy heart shall 
not be grieved when thou givest unto him. We not nn- 
frequently hear of the liberal gifts which niany enslavers be- 
gtow for the advancement of some particular objects; bat 
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bow seldom does ever one slave have bis liberty restored ta 
him, and how seldom do any of them receive uaythiog like a 
just equivalent for their toils and labors ! If we request those 
who have grown rich and fed upon the slave's unrequited labor 
ever since they were born, to restore to the injured slave his 
rights, without even making any gift to him at all, their 
hearts are '* grieved '* at once, and we are told that we are 
only rendering the slave's condition worse than it was before, 
by making such a request ! 

21. Thou shalt not let him go away empty. This was 
ft matter of jiutice. From this and the following passages, 
it appears that in six years a servant among the Hebrewa 
brought a sufficient profit to his master to pay him double for 
his freedom, and to furnish himself with grain and stock to 
begin to labor for his own support. How will the conduct of 
the slave-masters in this land, who refuse ever to let their ser- 
vants go free at all, and who perpetually withhold from them 
all remuneration for their labors, compare with this law ? 

** Here we see that a poor man might be brought into such 
a state of embarrassment that he could not pay his debts, and 
he was allowed to sell himself for six years. It is not said 
that the creditor had authority to sell him. But it was a 
mutual contract, by which the debtor bound himself. And so 
careful is this precious law of God of human liberty, that it 
would not allow a man to bind or sell himself for more than 
six years. And when the term of service was out they were 
not to be sent out empty, as if their liberty was grudged. And 
if a man liked to remain in his place, he could be bound to 
serve for a longer term ; in which case he was to be taken 
before a magistrate, to see that no undue advantage was taken, 
and then have his ear bored, as a token that he was a servant 
*^ forever.'' But this does not mean perpetual slavery. The 
word translated forever means throughout the term ; that is. 
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whatever may be tbc subject of discourse, the word means** 
throQghoat its contiimance. In this case there was a univer- 
■al rule that no servitude could lawfully continue beyond the 
year of jubilee. The man that had his ear bored was, 
therefore, bound to remain in his place till the jubilee, when 
liberty was prochiimed to all, without exception. 

** In order to understand the subject, it is necessary to con- 
aider the very peculiar stnictnre of society in the Hebrew 
commonwealth. The land was all in the hands of a few 
persons, each one of whom was the head of his family or clan. 
When lie died, his eldest son inherited all the real estate. The 
younger pons, and the descendants of younger sons, not hav- 
ing land, were obI%ed to seek such employment as the vari- 
OQs departments of society require. This elder son was the 
person to whom (be right of redemption belonged, the god 
kinsman, or redeemer. He was also the head of the family, 
and all his brethren being employed under him, were his serv- 
ants. These common people were provided for by the sab- 
batical year, when they all became free. But for the land- 
holder himself, if he was reduced to this necessity of alienat- 
ing his land, and for the strangers or foreigners who were 
bound to service, the jubilee was provided. If the landholder 
was poor, and obliged to sell his land, he had a right to redeem 
it But at any rate, in the fiftieth year it would revert to the 
family, of course If he had become so dependant as to be 
obliged himself to become a servant, he was not to be treated 
as a common laborer, but with respect, because he was a type 
of the Messiah, or glorious elder Brother. This was the dis- 
tinction between the common Israelites and the landholders 
who became poor, and were employed as servants. 

'* There was another class of servants among the Israel- 
ites ; that is, the heathen, strangers ns they were called, who 
came into the nation for employment. And the law eneoor* 
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ttged their coming in. They never could be landholders,, i>Qt 
thej mi^ht be employed, and they enjoyed not only protection* 
but the advantages of God's house, religious instruction, &c. 
Under this idea it is that Isaiah says, in reference to a period 
of great prosperity, ' Strangers shall stand and feed year flocks* 
and the sons of the alien shall be your ploughoiea and your 
vine dressers.* — Isaiuh Ixi, 6." — [Rev, James H, IHekey<J\ 

24. Thou ahalt not deliver unto his master^, fyc. This 
is supposed to refer to the case of a servant who had ded frooa 
an idolatrous master, and gone over to the children of brael ; 
if so, admitting the jastice of the present system of slavery, 
would there not be precisely as much propriety in applying 
this passage to the cases of those slaves who now run away 
from their wicked and cruel masters, as there is in quoting 
other passages of Scripture to Justify this system of alavery ? 

25. That thief shall die. Many thousands of the peo- 
ple of color who are legally free in this land, have been 8toIcn> 
kidnapped, and sold into interminable and hopeless bondage ; 
and there is abundance of evidence which may be relied on to 
prove that scores of such are stolen and sold into slavery in 
this country every year, besides the two hundred, or more, whe 
are seized and made slaves of, every day, as soon as they are 
born. How will this law apply to these facts ? 

27. Thou shalt remember that thou wast a bond-man 
in JEgi/pt* And how can Americans forget the bondage 
which tliey once suffered, and from which they fought and 
bled to be free ? Well has Jefferson exclaimed, — ** What aa 
incomprehensible machine is man ! who can endure toil, 
famine, stripes, imprisonment^ and death itself, in vindication 
of his own liberty, and the next moment be deaf to all those 
motives whose power supported him through his trial, and in- 
flict on his fellow-men a bondage, one hour of which is fraught 
with more misery, than ages 6f that which he rose in robieUioii 
to oppitse.*^ 
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**Btit," adds this trnly great man, " We mast wait witft 
imtience the workings of an overralrng Providence, and hope 
that, that is preparing the deliverance of these onr snffering^ 
brethren. When the measure of their tears shall be full, when 
their groans shall have involved Heaven itself it darkness — 
doubtless a God of justice will awaken to their distress, and by 
diffusing light and liberality among their oppressors, or at 
length by his exterminating thunder, manifest his attention to 
the things of this world, and that they are not left to the guid- 
ance of a blind fatality.*' 

Upon a careful examination of- the foregoing scriptures, we 
eomiy to the following conclusions in respect to the servitude 
allowed among the Jews, and its difference from American 
davery : 

1. The Hebrews held some in servitude for a limited pe- 
riod, by the special permission and direction of God ; and 
this permission was given on the very same ground that a He- 
brew was permitted to kill a man who had murdered his friend, 
(Num. XXXV, 19,) and he might do this without the process of 
a trial. And upon the same ground, the Jews were permitted 
to commence and carry on exterminating wars against the 
idolatrous nations around them. Hence we suppose that it ia 
as really wrong for any man in thla age of the world, to fake 
away the liberty of his innocent neighbor, or to hold ft from 
bim in any way, without an express permission from God, as 
it would be for one to kill the murderer of his friend now, 
without the forms of law. 

2. Two-thirds of all the servants in Israel were free at the 
end of six years ; and the fiftieth year all were set free. 
There was no such thing as hereditary servitude among the 
Jews. 

But American slavery is perpetual, to the very last moment 
of the stave's earthly existence, and by law it is entailed upon 
all of bis descendants to the latest posterity. 
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3. Jewish servitude was volantary, except in those cases 
where it was the penalty annexed to crime. 

But American slavery is involuntary. No one who is how 
a slave in this land, was ever consulted, before his liberty was 
taken away, whether he would be a slave or hot ; and if he 
had been, he could not have given his master a just and 
proper title to his body as his property. 

4. Under the Mosaic economy, servants might contend 
with their masters about their rights; and to despise the 
canse of such waa considered a heinous crime. (See Job 
xxxi, 13.) 

But here, in this land of Christians, slaves can miilM no' 
contracts of any kind ; they can have no legal right to aUy 
property ; all they have and are, belongs to their roasters. 

5. The laws of Moses granted freedom to a servant Who 
had been cruelly treated. (See Ex. xxii, 26 — 27.) 

Bat our Christian laws allow the master to punish hill 
slave, as much as he desires, and afford the slave no redress ; 
nay, if the slave makes any resistance, the laws expressly 
justify the master in putting him to death. In Kentucky,* 
" any negro, mulatto, or Indian^ bond or free,** who '* shatl at 
any time '* even '^ lift his hand in opposition to ant tohitt 
person, shall receive thiktv lashes on his or her bars hack, 
WKLi« LAID ON, by Order of the Justice." 

6. Servants were carefully protected among Ch6 JeWs', in 
their domestic relations; so that husbands and wives, parents 
and their children must not be separated. And in case thd 
mother did not get her freedom as soon a* Her husband, thd 
children remained with her ; and her master was bound to 
receive him to service again, in case he chose to live with 
his wife and children. 

But here, slaves are entirely unprotected in their social 
and domestio relations; hiisbands and their wives, parents 

5 
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and their children may be, and they are separatnd and parted 
forever, at the irresponsible witl of the master. 

7. The laws of Moses secured to servants the necessary 
means of Instruction and consolation. 

But no such laws exist in this land ; here the operation of 
the laws, tends directly to deprive the slaves of all " mental *' 
and religious '' instruction/' for their whole power is exerted 
to keep their slaves in the lowest kind of ignorance. 

8. The laws of Moses require every one to pity and love the 
stranger who might chance to come among the Jews^and un- 
der severe penalties they were forbidden to vex or oppress 
them in any way. 

Here, the laws view every colored stranger as an enemy j^ 
and they consider him a slave until he proves his freedom. 

9.. If a servant escaped from his master and fled to the land 
of Israel, the law of Muses commanded every one to protect 
him; and forbade any one to deliver such to. his roaster 
again. 

But here, if a slave escape from his master, and flee to any 
part of the United States, the law forbids any one to protect 
iiim, and commands that he be delivered up to his master^ 

IQ. The Mosaic law forbade man-stealing as the highest 
kind of theh, and condemned the perpetrator to suffer death 
as the penalty. 

But here, thousands of legally free people of color hav» 
been stolen, and sold into hopeless and involuntary servitude^ 
as many now are every year, in this nation ; and there is no 
law by wliichi thoj can redress their wrongs. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



JOSHUA, JOB, AND EZRA. 

God has always delivered his people from the op* 
pression of their enemies, when they cried unto 

Him for deliverance, 

1. And when the LonD raised them up judges, 
then the Lord was with the judge, and delivered 
Ihem out of the hand of their enemies all the daj^ of 
the judge: for it repented the Lord because of their 
groanings by reason of them that oppressed them 
and vexed them. Jud. ii, 18. 

2. Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I brought 
you up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the 
house of bondage ; and I delivered you out of the 
hand of the E^gyptianis, and out of the hand of all 
that oppressed you, and drove them out from before 
you and gave you their land. Jud. vi, 8. 

3. And Zidonians also and the Amalekites and 
the Maonites did oppress you ; and jre cried to me, 
and I delivered y6u out of their hand. Jud. x, 12. 

4. Now therefore ye are cursed, and there shall 
none of yon be freed from being bondmen, and hew- 
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ere of wood and drawers of water, for the house of 
my God. Josh, ix, 23. 

5. There the wicked cease from troubling, and 
there the weapy bp a( rest. Thqre the prisoners rest 
together; they hear not the voice of the oppressor. 
The snoall and the great are there ; and the servant 
is free from his' master. Job, iii. 17. 

6. To him that is afflicted, pity should be showed 
from his friend. Job, vi, 14. 

7. The wicked man travailelh in pain all his days, 
and the number of days is hidden to the oppressor. 
A dreadful sjound is in. his ears j in prosperity the 
destroyer shall come upon him. Job, xv^ ^0, 

8. Because be hath oppressed and hath forsakep 
the poor; becau.-e he hath violently taken away an 
house which he builded not, purely h,e sihall not feel 
quietness in his belly; he shf^l| no( save of that 
which he desired. Job,>xx, 19. 

^. This is the portion of a wicked map with God, 
and the heritage of oppressors, which they ^all re- 
ceive of the Almightj'. Job,xxvii, 13. 

10. When the ear heard me then it blessed me, 
and when the eye saw me, it gave witness to me; 
because I delivered the popr that cried, and the fath- 
erless ijind him that had none to help him. The 
blessing of him that was ready to. perish came: upon 
me: and I caused the widow's heart tp sing^for joy. 
Job, 3^ix, 11. 
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1 1. I was ejes to the blind, and feet was I to the 
lame. I was a father to the poor ; and the cause 
which 1 knew not, I searched out. job, xxix, 15. 

12. If 1 did dispise the cause of my man-servant, 
or of my maid-servant, wb«n they contended with me ; 
what then shall I do when God riseth up 9 And when 
he visileth, \vhat shall I answer hira? Job xxxi, 13. 

13. If I have withheld the poor from their desire, 
or have caused the e^es of the widpw to fail ; or 
have ea^en iny mdrsel myt^f alone^ and the Calher- 
less hath nol eatvri th^ereof ; if [hav« seen any per- 
ish fot (vant of clothing, or ahy |i)oor without coher- 
ing, if his loins have, not blessed mc, and if he were 
not warmed with the fleece of my sheep; if t have 
lift^ up my hand against the fatherless^ when I saw 
my help in the gate; then let mine arm fall from xnj 
Bhoulder-blade, and mine arm be broken from the 
bone. Job, xxXi, 16. 

14. By reason of thfe multitude of oppressions, 
they make the oppressed tO; cry ; they c^y out by 
feason of the tim of the mighty. Job|> xzixv, 9. 

15. He delivereth'thepoor in his afflictioti, and 
openeth their ears in n^ipre^sion. Job, xxxvi, 15. 

16. And now for a little space grace hath been 
showed from the. l^orii our God, to (pftve us a rem- 
nant to escape, and to.giv& U9 a nAiL in hisiholj 
place, that our G<>d may lighten our eyes; and givo 
^8 a* little reviviiAg in t)\ir bondage. '^ Ezra, ix, 8. 

6* 
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NOTES Oli OTAPTER IV. 

1 ^etn ihdi. oppf^essed them* The Jews were delhrered 
iota tbfe baiuls of thebr enemjew, not unfreqoentiy, aa a ebae*' 
tisen^eot far tbeir sins ; yet, even in these caaes, God regarded 
their groaningsy and when they cried unto him, he saved iheiD 
from the power of their oppressors. But the bondage whicb 
the slaves of this land are now suffering, is not a punishment 
for ahy sin which they can have committed ; tbey are gailty 
-of no Orime either against God or man» for whiafa tfaey are now 
-4n«|aTed.; qnd hcfice there is so much the more reason to be- 
Uev9, that when tbey cry onto the great avenger of wrongs^ 
he will hear and deliver them. 

2^ And gave you their land. And will not this language 
apply, with some degrefe of propriety, to the people of thin 
naiion ? Have we not been delivered from the hand of the 
oppressor ? Do we not now inherit the land that ooce bo- 
Jioi^ed to others ? And shall we now, in oar torn, become the 
oppressors of the poor and defencelesa? It is a remarkable 
fact, that this nation does now oppress a greater nnmber of its 
own citizens, by the system of slavery which it upholds, than 
the whole nnmber of oar forefathers who were oppressed for^ 
merly by the government of Great Britain ! Yes, a greater 
Bnn^ber of the citizens of these United States are now far 
more crnelly oppressed by our own government, than oar an- 
eestors were, who rose in rebellion sixty years ago against the 
govetnment of England i and one hoar of that bondage which 
we now infiict on three mMlions of onr own citizens, as Jel^ 
li^rson remailts, is iraaghf with more misery and goilt, than 
■gee of that which we rose in rebellion to oppose ! 
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herB ref9rre4 to, mi remarked aboTe, was what tha Jews fttf*' 
fered as i^ cha^tis^ent for their sins ; aqd yet God delivered 
them from it, as soon- as they repented and cried onto him* 
And is it presumption in as to inier that God will no,w deliver 
the oppressed yi answer to prayer, and especially snch. as have 
not sinned against him ? Will not God hear bis own people^ 
who cry day and night unto him» in the behalf of those that 
are in boads» and who have committed no crime? 

4. Ye are cttrsed. Thisj as the reader will have perceived^ 
refers to the Gibeonites ; they were among the nations whom 
the Hel^-ews were commanded utterly to destroy for their idol- 
atry. Deut lie, 17. But by stratagems and lies, they so de- 
ceived Joshua ^at he entered into a covenant with them, and 
gave them a solemn oath that they should be spared. For this 
wicked deception, this curse was pronounced upon them, by 
which their national- existence was annihilated. The state of 
servitude to which these idolaters- were reduced was a bless- 
ing to them« because without it they must have been put to 
dei^tb* And hf^s God ever given a command to any of the 
people of this, cottujtry to commence 9 war of extermination 
against Africa, aipbd to. mtOie slaves, of ail who ar« not put to 
death ? 

5. The servant u free f torn hU master. How often the 
weary» worn-ou| slaves look to the grave as the place of their 
rest ; and how many thousands of them must, in all probabil- 
ity, die without any well |^ronn<ied hope of rest beyond it ! 

•« L«t.iQrfDw hsilie ffitclk l»l«»li«i9clissk;» 

Baqd piteooa o*«^ the tQrtoifd ■)»¥«, 
WlM^se wrongs compassion cannot speak. 

Whose only refuge Is the grave." 

6. jPity, skpiM be shontn^ But let « white nan or woman 
at the South manifest the least pity for the afflicted slaves, and 
lt.wiU-bQ scu-{9 to brin^dfwu. upw himself the scqc^j v^.^i^ 
temift of most d their " mwUmn ** and " driVBrt." 
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V. A dreadful sound is in his ears. Or hA the mntpA 
ireads, a sound of fear is in his ears, lliis is said of th^ 
oppressor'; and a more striking illnstration of this truth could 
hot well be given, perhaps, than that made in a speech dcliy- 
ered in the honse of delegates of Virginia, in Jannary, 1832, 
bn the policjr ot the State with regard to her slave population, 
by Jahies McBbwel], Jr. 

Qne of the members of the hoUsid had remarked, that th^ 
insarrection at Southampton, when scores of the' whites had 
been murdered by the slfiVes, wa^ a *' petty affilii^ ; *' upbii 
which Mr. McDowell read extracts from a niimber of letters 
written by some of the most respectable Ynen in the Statfe, to 
iihow the terror and dismay whidh prevailed in the minds of 
Ihe citizens in every part of the ddmmnnity, and then pro* 
eeeded as follows : — 

** Now, sir,. I ask you, I ask gentlemen in conscience to say, 
was this a '. petty a^air ? * I ask yoU whisther that was a ' petty 
afiair,' which startled the feelings of your whole population — 
Which threw a portion of it into aldrm — a portiota of it intd 
panic ; which wrung out from an ai9lrighted people thb thrilling 
^ry, day after day conveyed to yotir exeentive, * We are in 
peril of our lives — send us an army for defence.* Was that A 
* petty afiair * which drove families from their homes ? Which 
kssembled women and children jh c'rbWds, and without shelter, 
at placeis of common refuge, in evbry condition of weakness 
and infirmity, uuder every suffering Which want, and pain, and 
terror could inflict, yet willing to endure all— willing to meet 
death from famine, death from climate, death from hardships, 
preferring anything rather than the hoi^rors of meeting it from 
a domestic assassin ? Was that a * petty afiair * which erected 
ti peaceful and confiding portion of the State into a military 
tamp, which outlawed from t)ity the tinfortunate bbings whose 
bratbwi bui olfooded, which barred tfrny door, peMtrated 
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^rery boaom with fear or suspicion, which so banished every 
sense of securitj from everj man's dwelling, that let bnt a 
heof or a horn break upon the silence of the night, and an 
aching throb woald be driven to the heart ; the husband would 
look to his weapon, and the mother wonld shodder and weep 
upon her cradle ! 

" Was it the fear of Nal Turner, and his deluded drnnkea 
handfull of fellows, which produced fuch effects ? Was it 
this that induced distant countrieSb where the very name of 
Southampton wae strange, to arm and equip for a struggle ? 
No, sir, it was the stisptcton eternally attached to the slave 
himself — the swpieion that a Nat Turner might be in every 
family ; that the.^ame bloody c^ed could be acted over ftt any 
time and in any place ; that the materials for it were spread 
through the land and always ready far a like ez|desion. Notb* 
iiig but the Corce of this with^nng apprehenMion, nothing 
hut the paralyzing and deadening weight, with which it ialls 
upon and prostrates the heart of every man who has helpless 
dependents to protf^ct, nothing, bnl this ceuld have thrown a 
brave people into constf^rnations or could have made any por- 
tion of this powerful Commonwealth^ for a single instant, ip 
have quailed and trembled.'* 

Yes, it is the '* withering apprehension*' which every 
slave-holder in this land carries in his own oonseience, that the 
slavjss have been o^crag^t, insuliedi^ and virongei,.whkh 
makes the sound of fear in his ears, 

& He shall not feelgmltless. How trae it is that no 
enslaver m this hind feds guUtless, every person at all a^ 
^inted wiih the subject of slavery well knows. The re- 
marks, of Mr. MoDoweU show that a general sense of danger 
and insecurity everywhere prevails to a great extent in the 
slave Stf^. Hence tha enslavers oAen gq armed,, and kec\p 
their arms constantly about their beds at night, for faaif the 
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klaves ttiay rise knd take veiigeanee upon tfaioM Who b&ve op* 
pressed them. 

9. T%ey shall teeeive of the Altnighty, The evils de- 
scribed in the following verses j by the direction of God some- 
times come upon tyrants and sach as oppreis their fellow men. 

10. The blessing; of him that was recui^ to perish. And 
bow very desirable is sticb a blessing! How much to be 
preferred before honors, or silver, or gold^ or all that this 
world can afibrd ! And let every friend' Of the oppressed 
pray that it may come upon all the dave-bolders in this, and 
every other part of the world t 

11. The cause whieh t knew nof, I searched oiit, I 
■pared neither time nor pains to find oat this condition of the 
oppressed and a&icted, that I 'might afford them all possible 
relief Atid is it not likeTjr thiat somd of Job's contemporaries 
reproftched him with ^* meddliilg with thkt wbicli did not coni- 
cirbhim?=*^ •• '■'' ''■-" ■■;"■ ■-■'''■■''■' " • '' 

12. If r did despi!se the cause of ^ mi/ servant- As 
though he had said t-^1 ^ie- not denied' ihy servants uny 
'privilege, whether civil or VeHlgTotis, which I eTj36y'"icl myself ; 
if they had any cause of complaint against dnyo'tiel dr ^ven 
against myself, I gave them a candid 'dnd impartial hearing, 
and rdndeired a jdst 'judgment in the case. ' Can the Chriistian 
tinsIaVers of this land teV' this, how," of themselves.^' And 
^hatwill they do when God riseth np^ if tHey have liof done 
this? ' ' ■• '■- ^'" ' ' ' 

IS. Then let mine arm fait from my shbtdder-biade. 
"mi is a mort sblemh'asservation, that h^' never hild wronged 
or oppressed th^' poor In any way, but that be had alWays ad- 
ministered to" the wants of snch| as i|ar as it had bcfen in his 
power. that all who ptof(&ss the Christian name conid 
now ^y tfaia with as math truth a!i it Was said by this ancient 
pktriarish ! 
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14. They> cry out by reason of tf^e arm of ^he mighty* 
The Rev. Mr. Gilgrass, one of the We^Iey^n Missionaries in. 
the West-Indies, relates the following fact : . '* A niiaster who^ 
lived near ns in Kingston, Jamaica, wanted some money : and 
one of his female slaves having two fine children, he sold one 
of them, and the child was torn from her maternal afTectioa. 
In the agony of her feelingsj she made a hideous ^010/tn^, 
and for that crime was flogged. Soon after, he sold her other 
child. This * tamed her heart within her,' and impelled her 
into a kind of madness. She howled night and day in the 
yard, tore her hair, ran up and down the ntreets and the parade, 
rending the heavens with her cries, and literally watering the 
earth with her tears. Her'cbnstant cry was, * Da wicked 
masaa Jew, he sell me children. Will no buckra massa 
pity nega 7 What me do 7 Me have no child,* As she 
0tood before my window, she lifted np her hands towards 
Heaven and said : -^ * My ma^sa, do me massa minister pity 
tne ! Me heart do so, (shaking herself violently) me heart 
do so because me have no child; me go a massa house, in 
massa yard, and in me hut, and me no see em!*** 

15. He openeth their ears in oppression. He gives 
them instruction and comfort, notwithstanding their chains, 
when they look nnto God for it The Infinite Being is the 
great antfaor and patron of science, nor can there scarcely be 
a more flagrant sin against Him, than to prevent the instrue* 
tion o£ the ijumortaii mimps whom He has made, and 
which he has endowed with a deathless capacity, and an insa- 
tiable thirst for the lights of science and religion. 

And yet, in this republican, this Christian land, we have 
imm^roaB laws made and ' sanctioned with the heaviest penal- 
ties whicl]^ it is in Ae powBr of bntnan gereniments to inflict* 
for the very purpose of patting ovt the eyes of the mind, for 
the very pnrpose of preventing the instruction of inillioni of 
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the citizens of thesd free and indepetident States ! In vidw of 
this one appalling fact, what American will not '< trismble for 
hb country, when he reflects that God is just ! " 



CHAPTER V. 



DAVID. 



Gad has always manifested a peculiar pity and re* 

gard for the oppressed — and he promises his 

blessing upon all such as imitate Him in this 
thing. 

1. Lord, thou hast heard the desire of the hum- 
ble: thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt cause 
thine ear to hear; to judge the fatherless and the 
oppressed, that the men of the eaith loaj no more 
eppross. Ps. X, 17. 

2. When he maketh inquisition for Wood, he re- 
membereth them ; he forgetteth not the cry of the 
humble. Ps. ix. 12. 

3. For the oppression of the poor;, for. tbe sighing 
of the needy, now will I arise^ saitii the Lord; I 

<^ li^illset him in safety from hiria that puffeth at him: 
Pg. xii,5. 
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4. For he hath not despised nor abhorred the af- 
fliction of the afflicted, neither hath he hid his face 
from him ; but when he cried unto him he heard. 
Ps. xxii, 24. 

5. Blessed is he that considereth the poor; the 
Lord will deliver him in time of trouble. The 
Lord will preserve him, and keep him alive; and 
he shall be blessed upon the earth ; and thou wilt 
not dehver him unto the will of his enemies. The 
Lord will strengthen him upon the bed of languish- 
ing ; thou wilt make up all his bed in his sickness. 
Ps. xli, 1. 

6. The Lord will command his loving kindness 
in the day time, and in the night his song shall be 
with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life. 
I will say unto God my rock, Why hast thou for- 
gotten me? Why go I mourning because of the 
oppression of the enemy ? Ps. xlii, 8. 

7. But unto the wicked, God saith. What hast 
thou to do, to declare my statutes, or that thou 
ghouldst take my covenant in thy mouth? seeing 
thou balest instruction, and castest my words behind 
thee. When thou sawest a thief, then thou consent-' 
edst with him, and hast been partaker with adulter- 
ers. Ps. 1, 16. 

8. Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy 
righteousness unto the king's son. He shall judge 
the poor of the people, he shall save the children of 
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tho needy, and shall break' in pieces the oppressor. 
Ps. Ixxii, 1. 

9. For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth ; 
the poor also, and him that hath no helper. He 
shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save the 
souk of the needy. He shall redeem their soul from 
deceit and violence; and precious shall their blood 
be in his sight. Ps. Ixxii, 12. 

10. Defend the poor and fatherless; do justice to 
the afflicted and needy. Deliver the poor and needy ; 
rid them out of the hand of the wicked. Ps. Ixxxii, 3. 

11. Blessed is the people that know the joyful 
sound ; they shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy 
countenance ; in thy name shnll they rejoice all the 
day; and in thy righteousness shall they be exalted. 
Ps. Ixxxix, 15. 

12. The Lord executeth righteousness and judg- 
ment for all that are oppressed. .Ps. ciii, 6. 

13. Deliver me from the oppression of man, so will 
I keep thy precepts. Ps. cxix, 134. 

14. I know that the Lord will maintain the 
cause of the afflicted, and the right of the poor. 
Ps. cxI, 12. 

15. The Lord looseih the prisoners; the Lord 
op^^neth the eyes of the blind; the Lord raiseth 
them thit are bowed down; the Lord loveth the 
righteous; the Lcrd preservetb the strangers; he 
relieveth the fatherless and widow; h\X the way of 
the wicked heiurneih upside clown. P^. cxlvi, 7, 
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NOTES ON CWAPTER V. 

1. Thou tDtlt prepare their Heart, Tboa wilt gite them 
I disposition to seek after thee. So the ip^at and good Being 
often sheds light upon the dark mind of the poor slave, who is 
oppressed, notwithstanding thi nnjnst and cmel Uws which 
are enacted to keep him in dbrkness. And when the heart of 
the afflicted is thos prepared; God hears the prayer which thej 
offer onto Him. 

2. ffeforgetteth Hot the erif of the humbU, Let no one 
be dlsconraged in praying for the deliverance and salvation of 
the enslaved \ God may seeni'not to hear for awhile,* but the 
prajer of lailh shall notbe^ forgotten, it shall be answered in 
due timiB. God remembers not onljr the oppressed | bat * also 
those who make inquisilion for then* blood. The following 
ecconnt of some of the' bloodj mqnisitions of this land, is 
from tbe pen of Dr. J. Torry, of Philadelphia. 'He49ays : 

- ** Thomas Clarkson states, ih hii ' History of the Abolidoii 
of the Slave-Trade^*' that the afrival of slave-ships on the 
coasts of Africa, was the uniform signal for - the immediate 
eommenciement of wttrs f6r th^ Mtainmeht of' prisoners, for 
nie'and exportation t6 Ainericli and the West-Indfes. In 
Maryland and Delaware; the siime drama is now performed in 
miiiiatiiHd. The arrival of' the Man^Traffictrs, laden with 
cash, at their respective stations near the ^coAsts, or at their sev- 
eral inland posts, near the dividing line' "of Maryland and Del- 
ttwere, (at some of which they have great prisons for the pnr- 
po«i)$stke ^ell'lmowtt sigitaTfbrthe professed A(ufnap/?er», 
like beast* of prey,' tor 'commetic^ their- nightly invasions upon 
the fleecy flocks; extending theii' tavag^s, (generally attebded 
with bloodilMd and somet^^ft with mtr^ir,) and spreiadiog 
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terror and conitemation, among both freemen and davee, 
throQghoat the sandj regions, from the western to the eastern 
shores. These bleed^houwh^ v?heo orert^ktn, which is rare» 
by the messengers of the law, are generally fomid armed with 
instruments of death, sometimes with pistoU with patent spring 
daggers attached to tbem.'' In this way thousands of ini^o* 
cent unoffending ment women and children, have been stolen mnd 
fwrried from their friends and homes in this land of boMM 
•freedom, and thems^Wes mid posterity dooiQfd %9 sofffir.aU 
the horrors of an mending bondage* 

8. JVow will I arise f saith the Lord, 

lyith spch promises aeth^se, ^ Bible abound* ; and as emre 
•fm God is trie, so surc^ he ; wi^ yet n^d^rt^e fqt the: op« 
jureaeed. At the sapie ti(pei ,^^ sh«nld keep in yi^w hi»lo9fr 
suffering and patience ti>warda the ofpfessor; Qe* pitiea theae 
also, and oommands tbe^ to repeat, and it becomes 9^r dntjr 
to pHy them, and pray for tbem'fiQ&pr4iiH|ljr> 

4. He hath not tUspi$e4 ^-^.th^ ^affiiction. ofthB afflicts 

The poor and the afflicted. are generally def^iised by thoee 
who are the cause of the ey^ whicli they goffer; but tb^ afflie- 
tien of the Qppresse^ js not.d^piaiB^ bjT the^Great Gpd. - . 

a, Consideret^ fh^jioor;. ..../.. 

By finding oot their co^tii^n* .TJsitiD0,tl)«n),, iid4> #dmpiir 
^ring te their want8« As n^^nos^TewirlMibl^texaiiipJ^^ftbii 
kinds let the ^udec consoit tbeliieipf J^m BoKfr^fi^ mdh^ 
mill perceive bow st^Uy the pr^i^i^q ^af^/a^led^wlwdi if 
made, here to tbo«0 wboperfofm U^b#9)w^lf w^»' 

9. W^yhastthf)^foT80l^t^:mtf- 

. Thia inquiry, the Psalmist wsifr ^ometipyie^ led t^ iwak^ wbe9 
be was in trouble; and . wbfOk we:^ efl#Q^ fi9r > mooi^Bt apo« 
^ accumulated wrongs «fhie|) i^MliioB^ pf the pep^latii^D M 
1^ country, ar« doomed tOi au^* by lb* ylay^rffysl^mt'OWi «9 
«YPRfjl^Um,4oma9f ^mkf|W>«I4(4Aqt^thMhku|iMK•»^ 1*:^ 



k ibarvelioiis thing, that tnanj of them sbonld be tempted i6 
ihink that there id no God of Justice ? — ^^That their masters^ 
who profess to love him and their fellow men as themselves^ 
are hypocrites ? 

7. Thou consenUdst ivitk him. 

And by what {Process of reasoning ciUi it be showli that 
(every slaveholder in this land does not, in some sense, coun- 
tenance the 6bhdact of the adulterer and the mab-thief ? The 
man Who makes a habit of using intoxidating liquors, even if it 
be evdr sO tiemperateiy, is noW set doWn by the voice of' nearly 
the whole Christian livorld, as countenancing and promoting the 
cause of intemperande; and if he be a professed Christian o^ 
Christian minister, his example is belioved and known to be so 
much the more [>ernicioiis and fatal in its influence. For who 
does not kbow that the unprincipled, inlempei'ate rum-drinkei-, 
does invariably refer to the habit of the very good Christiaii 
who uses the liquid poison, as a sufficient justification of his 
intemperance ? 

And the mor6 good wbicn may he said of such a professing 
Christian, in some respects, the more dependence will be 
placed, by the intemperate, lipon his example. And it is 
precisely so of the very kind and Christian enslavers of the 
human spedies; they do thO very samd to perpetuate the crime 
and the evils of slaveholding, which the respectable and Chris- 
tian rum-drinker, or the Christian distiller, does, to perpetuate 
the evils of intemperance. And it is remarkable, that the 
most conclusive argument which can be adduced at the present 
day in favor of slaveholding under any circumstances, is the 
fact, that both Christians and Christian rninistera, nay» 
some of the most kind and resjpeeiahle people at the South 
and West are slaveholders ! ! ! Now can any candid 
observer fail of seeing that these very respeciahie, Hndy and 
fOkHBtian EiratJLvkRs tftke kUmnn $pecies, liand joat as 

6» 
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tanth in the Way of the final abolition of slavery^ and the do* 
mestio slave-trade in this coantrjit as the respectable and 
Christian distillers and rum-drijvkxrs do in the waj 
of the temperance reformation ? 

How frequently the opposers qf slavery are now tauntingly 
asked, ** why do you not send yotur agents to the South, whertf 
slavery exists ? " We answer, for the very same reason that 
temperance agents do not spend their strength in preaching to 
the intemperate. We know that all successful action In thtf 
anti-slavery Cause, as well as in the temperance cause, mast 
be carried on by those who are not '* partakera with " such as 
commit the evils which it is mtended to removei 

8. He shall break in pieces, the oppressor. 

This is said of Christ ; and so far as Christianity has pre- 
vailed in other civilized Countries, it has already annihilated 
slavery) and broken the Iron arm of the oppressor^ 

10. Deliver the poor. 

We shall see in the course of these chapters, that there ard 
as many commands in the. Bible to a third person to deliver 
the oppressed out uf the band of the oppresser as there ar4 
Commands to the oppressor to let the oppressed go free. 

Ilk The joyful sounds 

The sound of the trumpet, on the lAoming of the first day 
of the jubilee. Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the 
jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh monthi 
on the' day qf atonement^ shall ye make the trumpet to 
sound throughout all your land. And ye shall halloa 
the fiftieth year^ and proclaim libetty throughout all the 
land unto all the inhabitants thereof I it shall be A 
jubilee unto you ; and ye shall retutn every man unto 
his possession^ and ye shall return every man unto .his 
family. Lev. zxv, 9. Hence it appears, that on the arrival 
ef this joyful day» all the inhal^U^ts of the land of Judea 



i 



A^AlUtit UtAVBRt. 6i 

WiiT^/ree, and ctvery dii« received again his forfeited or loit 
possessions. 

18. So mill 1 keep thy preeeptt. 

Hence the sin of opptessuin ; it ihca|iacitates the oppressed 
from obeying all the precepts of God. How can those fe-* 
males in this land fulfill, or hoW may they be expected to 
fulfill, all of God's commands* when they are not permitted to 
read them^ and when they have no protection 3 either in the 
laws or in public sentiment, for their purity or persons? 
They may be compelled to submit to the beastly lusts of any 
White man, by the stroke of the oowiiide, or to avoid deaths 
without the possibility of any redress ! How can those shives 
Who are husbands^ (in the sight of God,) and who are fathertt 
alse, falfili that Command which makes it their duty to love 
their wives, and provide for their families, when they are torn 
from their wives and children, and sold into a distant part of 
the country ? The command of God makes it their duty to 
bring up their children *' in the knowledge and disciipline of 
God," but they are not sufiered either to read the Bible them- 
selves, or to teach their children to read it ! God commands 
all children to honor their parents, and obey them in the Lord* 
but the children of more than a million of parents in this landt 
are prohibited, and hindered from doing this, by the laws of 
ttie States where they live; and the same laws proliibit all 
colored persons, whether slaves or free, fVem Worshipping God 
according to the dictates of theur own ek>nsciences. The 
statutes of Virginia ordain that any free person of color^ 
Whether ordained or not, for preaching or exhorting at any re- 
ligious meeting, may be seized by any person without a 
warranti and punished with thirty*nine' lashes ; and any 
free person of coldr attending sttch a meeting may ba seized 
and punished in a like manner. Simitar laws are in force 
in the other slave States; so true it is^, that eivil aad raligioiw 
liberty generally stand or fall togtotheri 
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CHAPTER VL 

t • ■ 

I 

SOLOMON;. 

trod has threatened his displeasure against all suck 
as forbear to deliver the poor and the needy from 
the hands of those toho Oppress them, 

1. *rhe jpoor is hated ever! df his own neighbbr} 
bill the rich hath many friends. He that despiseth 
bis neighbor, sinneth ; bvit be that hath mercy on 
the poor* happy is he* Prov. iv, 20. 

2. He that opprcf?s€Jth the poor, reproacheth his 
maker; biit he that honoreth him hath toetcy on 
the poor. t*roy. xiv, 31. 

. 3. He that oppresseth the poor to increase his 
riches, and be that giveth to the rich shall surely 
tome to want. Prov. xxii, 16. 

4. Rob not the poor, because he is |ioor; neither 
oppress the afflicted in the gate j for the Lord will 
plead their cause, and spoil th^ soul of those thai 
spoiled them. Prov. xxiii, 22.. • 

5. Remove not the old landmark ; and enter nob 
into the 6elds of the fatherless; for their Redeemer 
is mighty ; hb shall plead their caulu9 -with thee. 
ProVi xxii, 20. 



6. If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn 
unto death, and those that are ready to be slain ; if 
thou sayest, Behold we knew it not; doth not be 
that pondereih the heart consider it 1 and he that 
keepeth thy soul, doth he not know it? and shall 
not he rend<T to every man according to his works? 
Prov. xxiv, 11. 

7. The righteous fconi^idertth the cause of the 
poor; but the wicked regardeth op4 to know it. 
Prov.\xxi3c; 7. > 

B. Oj50n* thjr «!H)i»th for tt!e'duMb;itt'th'e'^«tu«s6 
of all such as.dre^ fepp^imed to destrndtipii.; Op6tk 
thy inbutb, judge righteously, and plead'trie cause 
of the poor and needy. ,., Prov, a^xi, 8,. . 

9. So ' I rcftiirded and . eoafu^oitd . alii tke, op^tes- 
fionsithat «i:«<d6t)«i ut¥der tlie- J9iin>; ata(f, behol^^ th« 
tearij of stifeh aa wi^rd bpptessed; dnd t/bey had; nb 
(Soriiforter; and ori the side of 'ihpiir oppressors there 
was power; but tjjej. I^fl4, ^ cpipaifpr^e^^ 

IV 1 

f Oi< If:tlio» SMSI' 'th^:o]9press«^ «if^ the "^^r\ Hind 
tloleW • y^f t^ef t!hg: of ^ jtfd^rncflt: ' artd- JTi*tl<^ ftr i 
province, mai-vei not at. the mattJei ; for he tjiat is 
hi4jher thaij'fthe higheat.iregftrdeth*. ini tfeeia be 

bigl^jr ;hao.tJ>ey-. ..Ec^l,.irt :8i . . . -i • / 

' I k .Surtsly ^ppmsmbai tiMketh ef wise fomninn^ ] 
tftd'ti g?ft dfcdfrdy^th t»e"h*^ft: Ecol: vli. f; "' ' ■ 
12: "A\\ tflebrtthreh of th^'booV'db'liMd hiifl '; .ho^ir 
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much more do his friends go far from him ; he pur« 
sueth them with words, yet they are wanting to 
him. Pro?, xix, 7. 

13. Better is a little with righteousness, than 
great revenues without right. Prov. xvi, 8 

NOTES ON CHAPTER VI. 

1^ Hated even of his otfin neighbor. 

Are not the enslavers of this land the neighbors of fhoa« 
whom they enslave ? Are they not indebted to the slaves for 
their living, and in fact, generally all the substance they pos- 
sess ? And yet who hates the slave and the race of which 
they form a part, if the enslavers do not ? 

He that despiaeth hia neighbor^ sinneth. 

Hence it is clearly proved, that to indnlge any kind of 
prejtuiiee against one who has committed no crime, merely 
because he is poor, or differs from us in complexion, is a sin 
against God ; and this sin becomes the more aggravating as it 
deprives him of any of the rights or privileges to which he is 
entitled by the dictates of reason and religidn. 

2. Reproaeheth his Maker, 

The poor are Christ's representatives on earth ; and if it 
is a sin against God to despise and oppresf one who b poor in 
the ordinary coarse of Providence, or one who has become so 
through some unavoidable calamity, how much more wicked 
must it be to make men poor by oppressing them ? Surely, 
if it is a sin and a reproach against God to oppress such as are 
already poor, it must be a greater sin, and more of an insnlt to 
the in6nite Being, to make men poor^ and to enact laws and 
enforce them, for the very purpose of keeping them not only 
poor but degraded and ignorant 
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8. T0 ineretue hU riehes. 

And for what other purpose are the poor alayefl oppressed 
and kept iu bondage, but to increatf their masters' richei? 
But it is really difficult for one who never was , ** a broker in 
the trade of blood," to deteriniqe bow any nian,, espec^Uy 
how any Christian, c^n enjoy the riches which he knows, wpne 
earned by others, under the stroke of thct cart-whip, perhaps, 
and by those, too, who were never paid one penny aa an 
equivalent for their labors ! 

4. Because he isjtoor. 

It is because the slaves are poor, and unable to ju^iert and 
defend their rights, that their roasters compel them to labor, 
and then take the fruits of their unreqi^ited toil. Tbia» God 
calls roblnng them because they are poor ; and shall we 
call it by any other name ? 

J^TeUher oppress the evicted in the gate* 

Courts of justice were usually held in i\ie gaU0 of cities in 
the east; hence, the text means that th^ poor and afflicted 
should have a fair and impartial hearing vvh^n they appeared 
at the court for judgment in any case. 

In twelve of these United States, no person of color, 
whether male or female, can be. heard as an evidence in a 
court of justice, against a white person. And another law, 
which is, general among the slave States, prevents the, slave or 
any person for him, from commencing a suit at law, in certain 
cases, onfesa he first give security for the costs of court ; end 
if the action should be tried and should fail, the costs ar« 
doubled ! If this be not oppressing the poor, in the gate^ 
reader, what is ? 

Here is a ** 'master,** who, for some flight offence, strikes 
the child of a slave in the presence of fiAy other persons of 
color who are slaves, and who s^ the ** master ** inflict the 
blow which causes the instant death of the child. But for tl^o 
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^rents who look on and see their dffbpring gasp in death, 
diere is no redress ; the deed not being witnessed by any 
white person, it is passed over in silence, and so, indeed, such 
atrocities often are, when they occur under the eye of the 
whites. A slave may he cotnpdUed to see the person of his 
daughter or wife abused, as they often are, without being 
suffered to speak one word, or to move a finger in their de- 
fence. And will not the Great God plead the cause of such ? 

5. He shall plead their cause. 

The slavery system now has many excuses and apologies 
made for it; but there is not one among them all, but which 
any Christian would be ashamed to make at the judgment of 
die great day. But when God pleads the cause of the op- 
pressed, who will answer him, then ? 

6. We knew it not. 

And how many thousands say thus at the present day, in 
reference to the slaves of this land who are drawn unto death. 
<« We are not enslavers, — we know not what the condition of 
the slave is — we do n't live at the south — what have we to 
do with the subject ? " Answer, — 

1. If we do not know what the moral and .political condi- 
tion of nearly three million of slaves is, in this land, we are 
in faulty because, we may know, and we ought to know ; nor 
indeed, will God consider it a sufficient excuse for the neglect 
of onr duty when we say, toe knew it not, 

2. ff we are not enslavers ourselves, we are partakers of 
the sins of those who are slaveholders, unless we set our faces 
against it, and use our utmost Chrislian-like endeavors to de- 
liver the enslaved. 

3. Our not living at the South, or indeed in America, is not 
a sufficient reason why we should do nothing to deliver those 
that are ready to be slain in this country. We do Hot live 
in AfrhitL, and shall we do nothing to Christianize and civilize 
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that country oii this accoant ? Though, by the way, it is ac- 
knowledged, that before we can do anythmg consistently, as 
a Christian people, for that nation, we should liberate her 
children whom we now keep in ehains, and gi?e them the 
Bible, and all the other blessings which Christianity is designed 
to confer upon the world. 

7. Hegardeth not to knou) it. 

How tmly characteristic this is of many, very many. Chris- 
tian ministers and rulers in this nation, with regard to the 
wrongs of the poor slaves ! They would be glad not to know 
them ; they feel so much reluctance against saying or doing 
anything upon the subject And who would not like to be 
ignorant upon this subject, if his ignorance would annihilate 
slavery from the nation and from the world ? 

8. Open thy mouth for the dumb. 

The slaves of this land are dumb, in a most afiecting sense, 
inasmuch as they never have been, and are not now permitted 
to speak for themselves ; and how can any Christian or Chris- 
tian minister, neglect the duty which God here enjoins upon 
him in relation to these human beings ! And this, too, when 
he knows that they are made and kept poor and needy by 
the bondage which they arc violently compelled to endure ! 

9. / considered all the oppressions. 

The Hebrew ashakim, here rendered oppressions, signi- 
fies all those kinds of injustice or injury which one can suffer 
in his person, property or character. To withhold from a 
man his personal liberty, to compel him to labor without 
giving him any just equivalent for his labors, is to injure him 
in his person, property, and character ; this is robbery and op- 
pression in their very worst forms. 

On the side of their oppressors there was power. 

The enslavers of this land have law and prejudice, and 
riches on their side ; these are indeed powerful. But all 
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theie together, cannot withstand the arm of omnipotence, 
when God thall ariae to plead the caaie of the oppressed. 

And is it not true, that the slaves have no comforter f 
Who is permitted to pour into their desponding hearts the 
consolations of hope, or the balm of God's promises? Let 
the following extract from the laws uf Louisiana, say who. 

"Ifanj person in Louisiana, from the 6oz, bench, stage, 
jndpit, or anj other place, or in conversationf shall make use 
of any language^ signs, or actions having a tendency to pro- 
duce discontent among free colored people, or insubordina- 
tion among the slaves, (such as may give them a hope in the 
promise of God, that they shall be free) such persons shall 
be punished with imprisonment from three to twenty-one 
years, or with death, at the discretion of the court." 

And this is but a transcript of similar laws which are in 
force in nearly all of the slave States. Twenty-one years* 
imprisonment, or death upon the gallows, for speaking one 
word, or happening to make some kind of a gesture which 
may be interpreted as having a tendency to cause certain 
acts! ! ! Was the like ever beard of before in the annals of 
the whole world ! ! 

And yet, as often as we quote the word of God, or attempt 
to say anything against these most cruel and wicked of all 
laws that were ever passed by any government since the 
world began, we must be asked, in scorn, " Why do you not 
go into tbostt States where slavery exists, and labor for its 
overthrow?" And those persons whoso tauntingly make 
this inquiry, are " opposed to slavery,*' they tell us ! Very 
well, and if they are opposed to it, pray, why do they not go 
into the slave States, and tell the people that they are op- 
posed to slavery, and not tarry here, at the north, and oppose 
all that others are striving to do for the removal of this great 
and growing evil? If they are, indeed, willing to he fined, 
imprisoned for twenty^one years, or to be hvng like a pirate 
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Upon the gallowi or gibbet, for speaking a word or making a 
sign merely, let them go to the South, and proclaim their op- 
poaition to " slavery in the abstract,*' in the ears of those 
who enforce the laws abore noticed ; then we will believe 
them. 

10. Higher than the highest. 

We cannot be reminded too often of this solemn truth ; — 
God is infinitely acquainted with everything that in any 
way concerns the oppressor and the oppressed ; and he is 
pledged to deliver all snch as are afflicted, when they call 
upon him in faith. 

1 1 . Maktth wise men mad. 

The word hero rendered fiMif,isfrom AafaZ, which signifies, 
among other things, to he haughty f arrogant^ wicked. If m/od 
be the correct rendering of it, here, we might inquire, 
whether oppression produces this effect upon the enslaver, 
or the ennlavcd, or whether this effect be produced upon 
both as well as upon those who look on and witness its 
eflRpcts in others. Admitting those are mt^ who are praying 
for the abolition of slavery, as some pretend to believe, this 
state of mind is produced, it must be remembered, by the 
criwus of others, and perhaps it were as desirable to suffer it, 
as it is to be 

** Frif hted when a madauw itarai." 

But it is, however, a well-known fact, that one of the first 
and most direct influences which the slave system produces 
upon the minds of all who become connected with it, is to 
render their dispositions ofrogani and haughty. The follow- 
ing testimony from Thomas Jefferson, may be considered as 
conclusive evidence upon this point. 

" The whole commorce between master and slave is a per- 
petual exercise of the most boisterous passions, the most un- 
femitting despotism on one part, and degrading submissions 
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on the other. The parent itomu, the child looks on, cutchee 
the lineaments of wrath, pnts on the same airs in the circle 
of smaller slaves, gires a loose to his vxtrst of passions; and 
nursed, educated, and daily exercised in tyranny , cannot but 
be stamped by it with odious peculiarities. The man must 
be a prodigry who can retain his manners and morals undo- 
praved by such circumstanoes.'* 



CHAPTER VII. 



ISAIAH. 



God cawnnamds the oppressor most explicitly to let the 
oppressed go free. 

1. Cease to do etril ; learn to do veil ; seek judg- 
ement, relieve the oppressed; judge the fatherless; 
plead for the widow. Isa. i, 16. 

2. For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the 
house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleas- 
ant plant ; and he looked for judgment, but behold 
oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry. 
Isa. V, 7. 

3. Therefore the Lord shall have no joy in their 
young men, neither shall have mercy on their 
fatherless and widows : for every one is a hypocrite 



a))d an evil doer, and every mouth sfJ^aketh foUyk 
Isa. bc« 17. 

4. And they shall take thein i^aptiVes whose cap- 
tives they were^ and they shall rule ov^r their op^ 
pressors. And it shall comb to pkss in the day that 
the Lord shall give thee rest from thy sorrow, and 
from thy fear, and from the haM bondage Whereiti 
thoiJi wast made to serve. Isa. xiV, 2. 

5. For they shall cry uhto th^ Lord, because oi 
the oppressors, and hh shall send them a Saviour^ 
and a great one, and he shall deliver them. Isai 
iix, 20. 

6. Wherefore thiis saith the Holy One of Israel^ 
Because ye despise this Word, and trust in oppres^^ 
sion and pen^ei'seness, and stay thereon; therefore 
this inii^uity shall be to yo\l as a breach ready to 
fall, swelling out in a high wall, whose breakings 
Cometh suddenly at an instant. Isa. xxx, 12. 

7. He that despiseth the g^ain df oppressions, that 
shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stop 
peth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth 
bis eyes from seeing evil ; he shall dwell on hi^h } 
his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks; 
bread shall be given him, his waters shall be sure. 
Isa. xxxiii, 15. 

8. I have raised him up in righteousness, and I 
will direct all his ways ; he shall build my city, and 

7* 
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he shall let go my captives ; not for price noif H' 
Vard, saith the LoM of hosts. Isa. xlv, 13. 

9. Thus saith thy Lord the Lord, and thy God 
that plesideth the cause of his people, Behold^ I have 
taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even 
Iho dregs of the cup of my .fury : — but I will put 
it into the hand of th^m that afflict thee ; which 
have said to thy soul, bow down* that we may go 
over ; and thou hast laid thy body as the ground* 
and as the street to them that went over. Isa» 
li, 22. 

10* Cry aloud, spare not; lift Up thy Voice like 
. a trumpet, and show my people their transgression* 
and the house of Jacob, their sinsi Isa. Iviii, 1. 

11. Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to 
loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy 

" burdens, and to let the oppressed go free^ and that 
ye break every yoke I Isa. Iviil, 6. 

12. Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and 
that thoii bring the poor that are Cast out, to thy 
house ? when thou seest the naked, that thou covei^ 

z' him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own 
fiesh i Isa. Iviii, 7. 

13. Then shall thy light break forth as the 
tnorning, and thine health shall bring forth speeds 
ily; and thy righteousness shall go before thee^ 
the glory of the Lord shall be thy rearward. Isai 
lviii> 8. 



14. Then sbalt thou calli and the Lord shall 
Unswer ; thou shall cry, and he shall saj, Here I 
am. If thou take away from the midst of thee the 
yoke^ the putting forth of the £inger> and speaking 
vanity. Isa. Iviii, 8. 

15. And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry^ 
and satisfy the afflicted soul ; then shall thy light 
tise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noon*- 
tjay. Isa. Iviii, 10. 

16. And the Lord shall guide thee continually^ 
and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy 
bones; and thou shalt be like a watered garden, 
and like a spring of Water, whose waters fail not. 
Isa. Iviii, 11. 

17. And they that shall be of thee shall build 
the old Waste places; thou shalt raise up the foun^ 
dations of many generations^ and thou shalt be 
•called the Repairer of the breach, the Restorer of 
^aths to dwell in. Isa. Iviii, 12. 

18. Por your hands are defiled With blood, and 
your fingets with iniquity; your lips have spoken 
lies, your tongue hath muttered perversenesa Isa, 
lix, 3. 

19. Their feet run to do evil, and the^ make haste 
to shed innocent blood ; their thoughts ate thoughts 
of iniquity, wasting and destructian ave in. their 
paths. The way of peace they know not ; and 
Iheire is no Judgment in their goings; thej^ hatd 
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made them crooked paths ; whosoever goeth theteitl 
shall not know peace. Isa. lix, 7. 

20. Therefore is judgment far from us, neithet 
doth justice overtake us; we wait for light, but 
behold obscurity; for brightness, but we walk in 

darkness. Isa. li^, 9. 

21. For out transgressiotis &re multiplied before 
thee, and our sins testify against us ; — in transgres* 
sing and lying against the Lor1>, and departing 
away from our God, speaking oppresbion and revolt^ 
conceiving and uttering from the heart words of 
falsehood. Isa. lix, 12. 

22. And judgment is turned away backward, 
and justice standeth afar off; for truth is fallen in 
the street, and equity cannot enter. Yea, truth 
faileth ; and he that departeth frotn evil maketh 
himself a prey ; and the Lord saw it, and it dis- 
pleased him, and there was no judgment. Isa. 
lix, 14. 

23. Cast ye Up, cast ye up, prepare the Way, take 
lip the stumbling'-blocjk out of the wfty of my peo- 
ple. Isa. Ivii, 14. 

NOTES ON C&APTER VII. 

li Ceaie to do etU, 

And when tbit mmple eommuid of God it obeyed, slutveiy' 
id all its formt will have been banished from the earth. 
TIm tight of pru(«rty in ibt mals and bodies of tte biunatf 
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species, will have ceased forever. Bat, alas ! how many 
Irightfal bug-bears have been conjured up in the imagina- 
tions of men, against an immediate compliance with this 
command of God ! To substitute, for the present authority 
of the " slave-master," a system of legal restraint, which 
should be adequately and impartially administered upon the 
slave population of this land, and to maintain such a system 
of laws by police regulations, as severe as the case might 
require, would, in Uie opinions of not a few, dissolve the 
unity of this nation ! To abolish tyranny immediately, and 
establish law to supersede the right of the private master to 
use the club, and the cowhide, — to make a magistrate, in- 
stead of the irresponsible master, the judge of what consti- 
tutes an offence, and to let an impartially-chosen jury judge 
whether such offence has been committed, would, in the 
ftars of many, be the greatest curse which could come upon 
the nation ! And yet, this is all that is meant by imtn^Hatt 
aholition. 

3. A hypocrite. 

Such, many, if not most of the persons who do not profess 
the Christian name, believe the generality of slaVeholding 
Christians to be ; and that there is a manifest and glaring 
inconsistency in the conduct of those Christian^ and Chrii- 
tian ministers, who give their support to the slave-system, 
all persons know who have reflected at all upon the subject. 

4. Take them captives tohose captives they tpere. 

This was fulfilled in the restoration of the Jews &om their 
state of captivity, when they took their enemies captives 
who had held them in bondage. So God has often caused 
the scales to turn in favor of the oppressed. The principled 
by which he governs the world are immutably the same ; he 
may do this again. 

6. Because ye despise this toordj and trust in oppression. 

And is it not true to the vqry letter of this passage, that 
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the enslavers both at the North and the Soatb, in this land, 
do despise every effort which has been made to rid the coun- 
try of slavery Do they not trust in oppression, and appeal 
to the laws by which they oppress the slaves, to prove their 
** rights," and to show how secure they are in the enjoy- 
ment of them ? And if we may believe the truth set forth in 
this text, can we suppose that such are exposed to no danger, 
while in such a course of conduct ? 

8. Jind he shuU Ut go my eapHveSj not for price nor 
reward. 

This evidently refers to Cyrus, the Persian king, whom 
God made a special agent for the liberation of the Jews from 
their Babylonian captivity. When he bad captured the city, 
he let the Jews go free, without any price or rtward; but 
eertainly there would have been a thousand times more jic«- 
tice in his demanding a price for their liberation, than there is 
in the demand which the enslavers of this country moke, for 
the freedom of those who have been laboring for their good, 
ever since they were bom. If justice in the latter case were 
to be done, the slaves would not only have their freedom 
restored to them, of which they have been so unjustly de- 
prived, but they would also receive a large price^ not as a 
gift^ indeed, bgt as a just debt for their long and arduous 
labors, and for the wrongs and sufferings which they have 
endured. 

10. Spare net. 

It is certainly painfhl to any sincere Christian, to feel him- 
self under the necessity of reproving another for sin ; but it 
is, nevertheless^ a necessity which every faithful Christian 
will bear rather than sin himself against Crod and the souls 
of his fellow men. It is God who has said, — Thou shaft in 
anywise rehuke thy neighbor^ and nt>t suffer sin upon him;, 
or as the margin reads, that thou bear not sin for Jam. Lev. 
ziz, 19. He that sees his brother sin, and neglects, through 
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ftar, or a falte view of thingi, to reproYt him, in m tuiUble 
way for it, becomes, thereby, in a meatore, lesponaible for 
the sin of his neigrhbor, and he sins himself moreoTor in dis 
obeytngr the above command of God. 

11. Let the oppressed go free. 

On this passage, the learned and pious Dr. A. Clarkt, 
makes the following remarks : — '' How can any nation pretend 
to fast or to worship God at all, or dare to profess that they 
believe in the existence of such a Being, while they carry on 
what is called the slave'ttade ; and traffic in the souls, blood, 
and bodies of men ! O ye most flagitious of xnavks, and 
vorst of HYPOCRITES, csst off at once the nuudt of religion ; 
and deepen not your endless perdition by professing the faith 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, whilst ye continne in this traffic !'* 

The trade here spoken of, is carried on now, as it has been 
for years past in this country, and thousands on thousands of 
men, women and children are every year bought and sold in 
this Christian land ! 

16. The Lord skall guide thee eouHnnmUy, 

Let the reader observe how many heavenly and most en- 
couraging promises are held out in this and the four preced- 
ing verses, to such as comply with God*s command concern- 
ing such as they now hold in bondage. What a pity that 
any Christian should lack faith to yield a ready obedience to 
God's word, and claim their present fulfillment ! 

17. The old VDOste places. 

That there are such places in the slave States, places 
which are made toaste by the slave-system, the following 
extract will prove; It is from a speech delivered in the 
hooite of Virginia delegates, Jan. 14, 1839, by Thomas Mar* 
shall, Eftq. 

** Wherefore then object to slavery ? Because it is ruinous 
to the whites — retards improvement— roots out an industri* 
DOS populatioii — bwahep the yeomanry of the eouoU'J** 
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depriTM the spiimer, the weaver, the smith , the carpenter of 
empleymeiit and rapport. The evil admits of ko remedy. 
It is increasing, and will continue to increase, until the 
whole country will be inundated with one black wa\e, cover- 
ing its whole extent, with here and there a few white faces, 
floating on its sorface. The master has no capital but what 
is vested in human flesh ; the father, instead of being richer 
for his sons, is at a loss to provide for them. There is no 
diversity of occupatioiw,no incentives to enterpxi:(e. Labor 
of every species is disreputable, because performed mostly 
fay slaves. Our towns are stationary, our villages almost 
everywhere decUning ; and the general aspect of the coun- 
try marks the curse of a wastefulj idle, reckless pojmlaliun, 
wh^ have no interest in the soil, and care not how much it is 
impoverished. Public improvements are neglected ; and the 
entire continent does not present a region for which nature 
had done so much, and art so little." 

18. Ytmr hiinds are defiled with blood. 

How true to the very letter, this and some of the following 
verses describe the conduct of many in these United States, 
tlie following testimonies will show ; they are from scores of 
the kind which might be adduced. 

" The Winchester (Va.) Republican, has an interesting 
narrative of a case of kidnajyping, in which a woman was 
rescued, though 'the wretch who sold h-er to a trader in hu- 
man flesh esoaped. Dealing in slaves has become a Ixirge 
business. Establishments are made at several places in 
Maryland and Virgmia, at which they are sold like cattle. 
These places of deposit are strongly built, and well sapplied 
with iron thumb-screws and gtigs, and ornamented with coio- 
skins, and other whip^, oftentimes bi oody. But the laws of 
these States permit the traffic, and it is suffered." — Jiile's 
IVeekly RegisUrfor 1829. 

** To enumerate all the horrid and sggravating instances 






AGAINST SLATERY. 79 

i>f men-iteifiiig, which are ka^wn to ba^e 0Qeqire4 ^ ^ 
Btate of Delaware, withi|i the reoolleetibn of niapyof'tiM 
citiBena of that Qtate, woul4 reqtiire' a yoluma ' la many 
leases, te^ofe famdies of free colored people have been a,\* 
tacked in ^he i^iffht, beaten nearly to 'death with cjIqImIi 
fagged and boiind, and dragrged into distant and hopeleaa 
•laTery, leaving no traces behind^ except the BfjooD from 
Iheir wtmndi, 

*' The ingenuity and stratagems employed by kidnappen 
In effecting their designs, are such as to prove that the most 
iBomnunmnte canning is no evidence of wisdom or moral 
parity, nor incompatible with the most consummate villainy. 
A monster in human shape was detected in Philadelphay 
|>arsoing the occupation of courting and' marrying molatto 
Women, and selling them as slaves. 

" From the best information that I have had opportanitiet 
to collect, I am folly coavinoed that there are at this time, 
within the jurisdiction of the United SUiieaf several thousand$ 
Iff legmUf free peojp/e i^f eolsr, taiUng undar Ae yoka i/uirsl- 
wUary jsrvittciCs, find transmitting the same ffJue to their pos- 
terity/'— Porlraiticre <^Dom. Sl^n. ^. ftjf Dr, /. 7brr|;. 

22. Makttk himself a prey. 

It is so common for men generally to practice iniquity, 
that he who repents and forsakes it, becomes a prey^ a by- 
Word, and a reproach among liis neighbors. The Rev. ^. D. 
Paxton, formerly miairter of a eongregation at Cumherlancfy 
Va. in right of his wifh, was a slaveholder. Bu| hayrfog wHk 
fais picas companion become convinced, of the sin of eni^v- 
ing the human species, he repented of his error, and set his 
vlaves free.- He very soon after become a prey to the ill-will 
of those whose sins his conduct reproved, aiid wis accord- 
ingly reproMihed and dismisBed from his people. 

A writer in the Christian Advocate and Joumalj a relig^pp 
paper published at New^Tork, s(ated| not long s^po^^ tha^ the 
8 
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R^y. Dr. Coke, one of the flriit bishops of the Methodiei 
Episcopal chared, said and preached so much against thsr 
sinof slayery^at the South, that it was thirty years befoMv 
the enslayersy. whom it irritated, ceased to reproach the tfr^ 
and the people with whom he was connected, on this account I 
This was said to show the impolicy of preaching against 
slayery, at the present day ! 



CHAPTER VIII. 



J£R£ldIAH. 



QoA has pronounced the biii€r$$t of woes upon alt 
such as are concerned in stealing men^-^and 
upon all Such as use the tahon of their species 
without wages^ 

. ; 1. For among mj people are found wicked men f 
they lay waity as he that setteth aoares ; ihey set ol 
trap, they catch men. Jer. v, 26. 

2. They are "Vtraxen fat, they shine j yea, they 
overpass the deeds of the wicked ; they judge not 
the cause, : the cause of the fatherless^ yet they 
prosper; and the right of the needy do they not 
Judge. Jer. V, 28. 

3. For if ye thorougl^ly amend your ways, and 
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your doings; if ye thoroughly execute judgment 
between a man and his neighbor ; if ye oppress not 
the stranger, the fatherless and the widow, and 
shed not innocent blood in this place ; then will I 
cause you to dwell in this place, in ihe land that I 
gave to your fathers, forever and ever. Jer. vii. 5. 

4. Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes 
a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and 
night for the slain of the daughter of my people. 
Oh that I might leave my people, and ^o ftom 
them! for they be all adulterers, an assembly of 
treacherous men, Jer. ix, 1. 

5. Thussaith the Lord, Execute judgment in the 
morning, and deliver him that is spoiled out of the 
hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go out like fire, 
and bum that none can quench it, because of the 
evil of your doings. Jer. xxi, 12. 

6. Thus saith the Lord, Execute ye judgment 
and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of 
the hand of the oppressor; and do no wrong, do 
no violence to the stranger, the fatherless nor the 
widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place. 
Jer. xxii, 3. 

7. Woe unto him that buildeth his house by un- 
righteousness, and his chambers by wrong; that 
useth his neighbor's service without wages, and 
giveth him not for his work, Jer. xxii, 13, 

8. But thine eyes and thine heart are not but 
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for thy covetousness, and for to shed innocent bloody 
and for oppression, and for violence to do it. Jer. 
xxii, 17 

9. And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye 
shall search for me with all your heart. And I 
will be found of you saith the LoRp ; and 1 will 
turn away your captivity, and I will gather you 
from all the nations, and from all the places whither 
I have driven you, saith the Lord. Jer. xxix, 13. 

16. Now when all the princes and all the people 
which had entered into the covenant, heard that 
every one should let his man-servant, and every one 
his maid-servant go free, that none should' serve 
themselves of them any more, then they obeyed 
and ietthem go. Jer. xxxiv, 10. 

If. But aiftefwardf they turned, and caused the 
servants and the hatidmaids, whom they had let go 
free, to return, and brought them into subjection for 
servants and for handmaids. Jer. xxxiv, 11. 

12. Therefore thds saith the Lord ; ye have not 
tearket)ed unto me, in proclaiming liberty, every 
one to his brother, and every man to his neighbor ; 
behold I proclaim a liberty for you saith the Lord, 
to the sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine. 
Jer. xxxiv, 17. 

13. Thus saith the Lord of hosts. The children 
of Israel, aiid the children of Judah were oppressed 
together; and all that took them captives held them 
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(aai ; they refused to let th^m go. Tbeir Redeemer 
is strong; the Lord of hosts is his name ; he shall 
thoroughly plead their cause, that he may give rest 
to the land. Jet 1. 33 — 34. 



NOTES ON CHAl^TEK Vttt 

L. They set a trap ; tkey catch men. 

The ReT. G. Bourne, who resided .some time in Vir^nis, 
remarks concerning the ** man catchers ** and their " trap* " 
in this country as follows : 

" Nothing is more common than for two of these white 
partners in iniquity, Satan-like, to start upon the prowl, 
and if they 6nd a free man upon the road, to demand his 
certificate, (a certain writing which all free colored people 
at the South must have with them, or be deemed imd. taken 
for slaves) tear it in pieces or secrete it, tie him to one of 
their horses, hurry to some jail, while one whips the citiseli 
along as fast as their horses can travel. There, by an under* 
standing with the jailor, who sharks in the spoil» all possi- 
bility of intercourse with his friends is cut off. At the earlieet 
possible period, the captive is sold to pay the felonious claims 
of the law, brought through jugglery by this trio of man- 
■tealers ; and then transferred to some of their accomplices 
in iniquity, who fill every part of tke Southern States with 
fraud, rapine and blood." 

Dr. Torry, before mentioned, describes another kind of 
'* trap " by which thousands of poor souls have been ** caught*' 
in this land of Christians; he says: — '^The;^ have lately, 
(this was in 1817,) invented a method of attaining their ob- 
jects through the instrumentality of the laws.. Having se- 
lected a suitable free colored person, to made a pitch uposy 
8* 
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tiM tonjiaAi^ kidnagiper sfvptoyt a eonfedeiile, to aaoriiain 
Ibe difCingoMhiog miirlMi of bit bod^, aiid then clunw and 
obtains him as a tlayei before a magistrate, by describioif 
those marks, and proving the truth of his assertions by biv 
well instructed accomplice." 

And here is another ; it is given by a member of the Lane 
Seminaiy, and it may be relied upon as a correct representa- 
tion of scores dfsiiiiilir <* traps ^' wbi6h are set in many 
other parts of the nation. He says : — 

^A member of this invitation, r^dratly vlsitiiiig: among 
. fh^ colored people of Cineinnati, eirtered a house where waa 
a mother And her little son. 'fhe wretched appearance of 
the house induced the yisiter to suppose that the husband of 
the ^oinan must be a drunkard. He inquired of the boy, 
^o #as about two 6i thr^ years old, inhere his father wasP 
fte replied, ' Fapa ttolt," The visiter se6med not to under* 
liiahdf, and, turning to the mother, said, < what does he mean ? 
JKJB^ then related the following circumstances. About two 
years ago, one evening her husband was sitting in the house, 
when two m^n came in, and professing great friendship, per- 
Ittadcfd him'^ under some pretence, to go on board a steam' 
boat, theli lying at the dock, and bound down the river. 
Afl^r some hesitation he consented io go. She heaifd nothing 
ftom him afler this, fo^ more than a year, but supposed he 

had beeii kidnapped. In the spring of 18S3, Dr. , of 

Chiciltnati, saw him and recognized him, in a drote of slaves 
at Natchez, Miss., alid in & conversation which he held with 
him, he leaned that the negro had been driven about from 
j^lace to place, since he was decoyed from home, by the ' soul- 
drivers,* had been bought and sold two or three times, and 
once liad been immured within the walls of a jail for safe 
keeping.*' And see the I8th note in the preceding chapter, 
where other kinds of *' man-traps" are described, and by 
which the fiee and imofiending citizens of this Republic are 
coiugkt and tmlaved. 



f 
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Aikl in Wtfir of'tte driiAeKof tlrf* oatiiMr^ #ilcll ato fiMtorad, 
legalized, and peipetoated by th^ lihitr^^y^usti, vnik- wlmt 
pToptieiy mttf oii« Adoplf ih« laiigiia|(<i of thi» tiixt ! Take 
fli6 foltoWitfg to efid^e^ ttptft this point ; iii rOM^^ UMMb 
isct8» the read^ iinli 000, pdfbspii, 1li4^ tOBUoDii tiPBy ivtf tfrti A> 
oHeh dteiM tff the ph>->tifiV6ry piltt j nof to mth ikh " dlAi- 

<« Hiere is one ftattfre of tMs noftriOtts tra^i/ (the Dotrntt- 
de Slave IVade) which nd motiYes of Mloac^ Oluft iiidiioe Me 
to ormit ta&ititfhhig, Shdl we eoneOal the tnriih; Wcansift' ils 
revelatldti will sho6k the finer sendbilitieiB/ of the Sool, w4^en 
hf sQch concealmeM wO shut out itH bo|>« of reme<^fing an 
eVi} irhicfa dooms to a disfaonorOd life- ted t6 a hopeless death 
AoDsands of the females of oni* ooimtr^ ? ts this wise? Is 
it pnidont? [s it right? I alkdo' to tfie tkot that Ittge 
ridinbers of female mnlattoes are antinrily hi^aght np, and 
caitied down to onr sootbertk ^ties, and 'sold at enormons pri- 
ces for purposes of private prostitation. tins is a fact of nni- 
versal notoriety in the sonth-WesCetn fiHates; It is known to 
every sotl-driver in the nation. Alid is it so bad tfacrt Chris- 
tiAis may not know it, add, kitowiog it, ipply the romedy ? 
Itf the consammation of this nameless abomination, thraats and 
tb» hirfk com6 in, where kind promises and money fail* And 
win not the mothers of America feel in view of these ihcts P " 
[B. S. 9tanton,1 

'*The hiw does not rOcoj;nize mafriages among sbves, so 
as to clothe them with th^ rights and imimiiiiities, whieh ave 
given td' this 0(ate, among dtizens. The owner of either 
party may, the next day, or horn-, break vp the connection m 
any way he pleases. In fact, these connecdons have no pro- 
tection,. and are so often broken up by sales, and transien, and 
removals, ttat tboy are by the slaves often cdlod * taking np 
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together.' The sense of marriage fidelity must be greatly 
weakened, if not wholly destroyed by sueb a state of things. 
The effisot is most disastrons. 

- ** But there are other ciroipmstances which deserve onr no- 
tice. What efieot is likely to be prcidneed on the moirals of 
the whites, from having about them, aiid nnder their absolnte 
authority, female dayes ,wbo are deprived ^ ^ s^rongeet 
motives to purity and exposed to peculiar temptations to op- 
. posite conduct ! The. condition of female slaves is sucby that 
promises and threatenings and management can hardly fail to 
conquer them. They are entirely dependent on their master. 
They have qo way to, make a shilling to procure any article 
tbey need. Like all poor people, they i^re fond of ^ery, and 
widi to imitate those who are above them. What, now, are 
not presents and kind treatmeqt likely to effect on such per- 
sons ? And the fiict that their ;chikiren, should they have any 
through sQch intercourse, may expect better treatment from so 
near relations, may have its influence. That the vice prevails 
to a most shameful extent, is proved from the rapid increase of 
. mulattoes. Oh, how many have fallen before this temptation \ 
so many, that it has almost ceased to be a shame to fall ! Ob| 
how many parents may trace the impiety and licentiousness 
. and shame of their prodigal sons, to the temptations found in 
the female slaves of their own or their neighbors' housebolda ! 
And many a lovely and excellent woman, confiding in vows of 
affection and fidelity, trusting to her power over her devoted 
lover, has, after uniting her fate with bis, and giving him all 
that a woman has to give, found, when too late, how incorrig- 
ible are those habits of roving desire formed in youth and 
kept alive by the temptations and facilities of the .slave syatem. 
**Now, when we read the repeated declarationsi that */or- 
nicatdrs and adtUterers . shall not inhfrU the kingdom of 

Ood,* and call to mipd the teachings of ouc Loxd, that all in- 
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tueotixtib befffeen iiA seifei, except wBat tilceB plkee ftetw^en 
one man and on^ woman in marriage faith, amounts to ttiose 
Crimea ; bow calk We, aa believers in Cliristianity, uphold a 
B^al«m which presents this temptation both to the bond and 
fxee, an^ yet escape a participation in the giutt ? '^ -r (iZiny. /. 

^^ Ag^in, states, in Cons^ence 6^ th^ maniier in #bfeh 
thej are iniaei, are generally prone fo ticitons indnlgenciei, 
An j many of tbcm are exceedingly pro£Eigate } tboir mastCr^s 
chjjfidren often miogle with tbetia, and not. onty wit^CAk iheir 
ticioos ^ricticei, bat il^ luteh to tkeir tasCiTidiiS c'onveiM- 
fbn, and thns friom infancy ihpy'beco'm^ famillflf' wttb tAttioA 
every thiiiig wicked 'an4 obsiiiene. , Aiid t&s,. in conilk^<&tioA 
with easy access, becomes a jrtrdng feiiipt^tidii to' liWdiiessL 
Hence it ofWn happens that the master's chSdreA practice ihe 
same ' vices whidii prevaii among &is daVes ;' aAd even the 
flia^telr iiimsetf' is haUe to be overwheimeJ' by tlie ^oo^i of 
tem'ptatioii. And in some instances t&e iathei'- and his sods 
are mvotved in one common rain ; nor do t&e daoghters af- 
wajra escape this impetaons fountain of pollution. Were it 
aeeessary, I covld refiur yon to several instances of slaves ao- 
taally aedncing the daughters of their masters ! Such seduc- 
tions sometimes happen, even in the most respectable slave- 
holding families." — [Rev, John JtankinJ] 

Other testimonies of a similar kind, and from the most 
credible persons residug in the slave States, might be given, 
were it necessary. Perhaps the reader is aware how often 
we have been told, by the pro-slavery party, that, to abolish 
the slave system, would lead to an amalgamation of the whites 
and blaeks of this country ! The persons who make the 
above objection, however, against the anti-slavery movements 
of the present day, do not seem to feel any great repugnance 
against the « amalgamation " described in the above extracts. 
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which now prevails to in^h an alarming and diflgracefiil extent 
at the sonth and west 

7. Vf^oe unto /iim, that tueth hit neighbor's services 
without fjDC^es, 

. And how eonld there be a more faithful description of the 
slave-holding which prevails in this country, than is found in 
this passage of Scripture ? Nor does it invalidate this reooiirk, 
to saj that the prophet did not have this system in his mind 
when he uttered these words ; who Imowa^ that he did not ? 
The truth is, there is not one sin of any kind, committed at 
the present day, which b more directly and explicitly described 
in the language of the Bible, than the sin of slave-holding 
is in this text ( •« not one 1 Who builds his house by wrong ^ 
by the fruits of another's labor ? — tJu enslaver of the Au- 
man species. Who uses his neighbor's services without 
giving him wages in return? Who compels his ne^/i&or 
to toil from day to day, and from year to year, without giving 
him wages for his work 7 ^—th^e slavb-hojlder ! .And, 
leader, what do^ the infinite God say oonceming snch in this 
te»t? 
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CHAPTER IX. 



BZEKIEL — DANIEL ^ H06EA -^ JOH.^ AMOS ^ JO- 
NAH — MICAH ^ N AHUM ^ HABAKKUK — Z£CH« 
ARIAH_AND MALACHL 

Various features of the slave-systefA^ most aptly de* 
scfibed in the language of the Bible, 

1. Thus salth the Lord God, Woe to the women 
that sew pUlows to all arm-holes, and make kerchiefs 
upon the head of e^fety stature to hunt souls 1 Will 
ye hunt the souls of my people, — and will ye pol- 
lute me among my people, for handsful of barley 
and for pieces of bread, to slay the souls that should 
not die, and to save the souls alive that should not 
live, by your lying to my people, that hear your lies ? 
Ezek. xiiit 18. 

2. If a man be Just — and hath not oppressed any, 
but hath restored to the debtor his pledge, hath 
spoiled none by violence, hath given his bread to the 
hungry, and hath covered the naked with a garment ; 
hath executed true judgment between man and man, 
he shall surely live, saith] the Lord God. Eisek. 
xviu, 5 — 9. 




3. Her princes in the midst thereof are like 
>volves ravening the prej, to shed blood, and to de« 
Btrojr souls, to ^et dishonest gain. Esek. xxii, 27. 

4. And her pi^pfcejte have 4au))ed them with un* 
tempered mortar, seeing vanity, and divining lies 
tinto them, saying. Thus saith the Lori> God, when 
the LokD faatfa not spoken. Enek. ibLn, ^@. 

5. This' peopiiB of the land have used oppression, 
and exercised robbeiy, and have vexed the poor and 
kieedy; yea, they have oppressed the stranger wrong* 
fully. Ezek. xxii, 39. 

6. They traded the persons of men, and vessels of 
brass in thy market. Eaek. xxvii, 13. 

7. Break off thy sins by righteousnese, and thine 
iniquities by showing mercy to t}ie poor. Dan. iV| 
87. 

8. He ifl a merchant, the balances of deceit are in 
his hand, he loveth to pppress. Hos. xii, 7. 

9. And they caat lots for my people; and have 
given a boy for an harlot, and sold a jgirl for wine, 
that they might drink. Joel iii, 3. 

10. The children al«o of Judah, and the children 
of Jerusalem have ye sold unto the Grecians, thai 
ye might remove them far from their border. Behold, 
t will raise them out of the place whither ye have 
sold them, and will return your recompense upon 
your own head. Joel iii, 5. 

1 1. Thus saith the Lord, for three transgressions 



bf tsrael, and for four, I will not turn away thfe punish* 
ment thereof» because they sold the*, rightteous for sil' 
Ver, and the poor for a paii: of shoes; and ft man and 
bis father will ^o in Unto the same maid, to profand 
tny holy nam6. Amos ii} 6. 

12 Liet man and beast be covei^ed with sackcloth^ 
ftnd cry mightily unto God^ yea, let them turn every 
one from his evil way, and from the Violence that is 
in their hands ; who Can tdll if God will turn and 
repentt and turn aWay i^iom his fiei^e angler, that We 
perish not i Jonah iii, 8. 

13. He hath showed thee, O man^ what is good} 
and what doth the LoRb retjuire of thee^ but to do 
justly, ftnd to loVe mercy» fend to Walk humbly with 
thy God 1 Mic. vi» 8. 

14. Woe lo the bloody fcity I it is all full of lies 
bnd robberies ; the prey depart eth not ; the noise o^ 
n whip*— --because of the multitude df the whore* 
doms of the well-favortsd haHoti the mistress of 
witchcrafts, that selleth haliohs through her whore* 
doms, and families throiigh het witchcrafts. Na. iii> 
1 — 4. 

15. Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment 
doih never go forth ; fot the wicked doth compass 
f«bout the righteous ; therefore wrong judgment pro- 
teed eth. Hab. i, 4. . 

16 Thus saith the Lord my God ; Feed the 
ftock of the slaughter^ whose possessors slay them) 
9 
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and hold themselves not guilty ; and ihey that sell 
them say, Blessed be the Lord, for I am rich ; and 
their own shepherds pity them not. Zee. xi, 4. 

17. Have we not all one father? hath not one 
God created us? Why do, we deal treacherously 
eyfety man against his brother, by profaning the 
covenant of our fathers? Mai. ii, 10. 

18. And I will come near to you to judgment; 
and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, 
and against the adulterers, and against false swear* 
ers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his 
wages, the widow, nnd the fatherless, and that turn 
aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, 
saith the Lord of hosts. MaL iii, 6. 



NOTES ON CHAPTER IX, 

h WUl ye hunt tht souls of my people f 
A negro hunt is a common occttrrence in the slave Stated. 
" When negroes run aWay from the happiness which theif 
masters say they enjoy at home, a htint is immediately set oil 
foot. In the pursuit, with dogs and gans, there appears to be 
not the least hesitation in shooting the fogitires, or tearing 
them in pieces I recollect an extract from a private letter 
written near Edenton, N. C, two or three years ago^ (before 
the Southampton insurrection) which, among other matters of 
no great moment, mentioned that they had had ' great negro 
shooting lately.* I have heard of shooting negroes from 
trees with as little eoneem, and apparently with as keen a zesty 
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as a northern aportiman drops asqpiirrel or a quail." — * [D. L* 
Child, Esq.1 

*< Occanonallj armed parties of whites go in porsoit of 
then), who make no secret of their determination to shoot 
down all that refose to surrender «- which they sometimes do* 
In one instance, a negro who was closely parsned, instead of 
heeding the order to sarrender, waded into a shallow pond, 
beyond the reach of his pnrsaers ; refasing still to yield, he 
was ahot through the heart hy oxks of the party. This oc- 
curred near Natchez, hot no notice was taken of it by the civil 
anthorities ; bat in this they were consistent, for the city pa- 
troles, or night-watch are allowed to do the same thing with 
impunity, though it is authorized by no law. 

" Another mode of capturing mn-aways, is by blood-bounds; 
this I hope is rarely done. An instance was related to me in 
Qairhome county, Miss^ A runaway was heard about the 
house in the night. The hound was put upon his track, and 
in the morning was found watching the dead body of the ne- 
gro. The dogs are^trained to this service while young. A 
a^pro is directed to go into the woods, and secure himself upon 
a tree. When sufficient time has been allowed for doing this, 
the hound is put upon his track. The blacks, also, are com- 
pelled to worry the hounds, till they make them their implaca- 
ble enemies ; and it is common to meet with dogs which will 
take no notice of whites, though entire strangers, but will suf- 
fer no Uack, besides the house servants, to enter the yard. 
Captured slaves are confined in jail till claimed by their own- 
ers. If they are not claimed within the time prescribed by 
law, they are sold at public sale, and in the mean time are 
employed as scavengers, with a heavy ball and chain fastened 
to one of their ancles." — [Ji, 8, Record for Martha 1835.] 

2. Hath spoiled none by violence. 

How often are we told that the slaves of this country are 
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■0 ignorant and degraded, that they are ineapable of taking 
care of themselrea. Bat how oame they thus ignorant and 
degraded ? Han the great God created a race of homnn be- 
ings, and made them incapable' of tailing care of themselves ? 
If not, who has spoiled these human intelligences of that ca- 
pacity ? Who prevents their instruction ? Who takes the 
fruit of their labors ? And will a system which spoils millions 
of men, women and children in this way, regenerate itself and 
restore what it has so wickedly taken away? Or will those 
who in any way uphold this system, be (he persons to fit the 
slaves for tiieir liberty ? And how will they do this while 
they countenance and uphold slavery ? 

8. To shed blood and to destroy souls. 

It is stated in the preamble to some resohitions introduced 
by Mr. Miner to the House of Representatives, in 1829, that 
'* Officers of the federal government have been employed, and 
derive emoluments froni carrying on the Domestic Slave- 
IVade.*' Indeed, the princes of this land are at the head of 
the slave-system; 

** Droves of slavef are purchased by members of Congress, 
and conducted by themselves in person or by proxy, to their 
quarters. An honorable senator has been seen, several hun- 
dred miles from Washington, conveying a lot of daves, pur- 
chased during faiit official attendance in that city, almost to the 
very doors of the huts intended for their residence." ^- [Let- 
ter of /. O. Bimey, JEsq»^ 

4. Her prophets have daubed them. 

And whether those ministers of this land, wlio attempt to 
justify the system of slave-holding from the Scriptures, do not 
imitate the conduct of the prophets mentioned in this text, let 
the reader judge. A slave-holding preacher! There 
is, certainly, something indescribably repulsive in the thought 
of joining these two employments together ! And how would 
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the idea strike the reader^ to Contemplate Jesus Christ as an 
enslaver of the haman spedies ? How wonid it soand in the 
ear of a Christian) at this age of the world, to speak of St 
Paul as a " sotil-driver," or a " slave-holder ? " 

6. Jlie people of this iatid have used oppression. 

And what wonder is it, if the people become oppressors, 
wbon their rulers and their ministers set them the example ? 

6. Traded the persons of men* 

This was their sin ; they made merchandize of the soqLi 
and bodies of men, the same as many do now ! 

9. Cast lots fot my people. 

How aptly this passage of Scripture describes a part of the 
slave-system in this land, the following extract will show. It 
is from the Picture of Slavery in the United States^ by the 
Rev. Mr. Bourne, before referred to In accounting for the 
very great number of nmlattoes which may be found upon some 
o^ the plantations at the south) Whom he saW, he dayd : — 
" According to my Companion's account, (a gentleman with 
whom he was travelling in Virginia,) there was a regular sys- 
tem established, by which it was scarcely possible for a child 
to be born without having some approximation to white, beyond 
that of the darkest of its generations ; and that, between the 
owner of the plantation and his boys, and the overseer and 
his don, and their other artificers, he presumed that doon he 
Would not have one black person upon the plantation.** So 
true it is, that every abomination which was ever practiced 
among inen» is now fostered and perpetuated by tlie slave- 
system I 
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CHAPTER X. 



JESUS CHRIST. 



Our blessed Saviour did as really describe and con- 
demn the sin of slave-holding, as he did the sin of 
any other practice to which men are now addicted, 

1. Blessed are the merciful, for thej shall obtain 
mercy. Matt, v, 7. 

2. Blessed are ye when men shall revile you and 
persecute you, and say all manner of evil » gainst 
you falsely, for my sake. Matt, v, 11. 

3. Whosoevw, therefore, shall break one of these 
least commandments, and shall teach men so, he 
shall be called the least in the kingdom of Heaven ; 
but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same 
shall be called great in the kingdom of Heaven. 
Matt. V, 19. 

4. Therefore, if thou bring thy gift to the altar, 
and there rememberest that thy brother hath aught 
against thee, leave there thy gift before the altar, 
and go thy way ; first be reconciled to thy brother, 
and then come and ofifcr thy gift. Matt, v, 23. 

5. Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 
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do good to them that hate jou, and pray for them 
that despitefully use you, and persecute you. Matt. 
V. 44. 

6. Therefore, all things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them, for 
this is the law and the prophets. Matt, vii, 12. 

7. Go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will 
have mercy and not sacrifice. Matt, ix, 13. 

8. Jesus said unto him,s Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind. This is the iirst and great 
commandment. And the second is like unto it. 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. Matt, 
xxii, 37. 

9 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites! for ye pay tithe of mint, and anise, and 
cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of 
the law, judgment, mercy, and faith ; these ought 
ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 
Matt, xxiii, 23. 

10. Then shall they also answer him, saying. 
Lord, when saw we thee a hungered, or athirst, or a 
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not 
minister unto thee? Then shall he answer them 
saying, Verily, I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did 
it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to 
me. Matt, xxv, 44 

1 1. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
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he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor ; 
he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight 
to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 
to preach the aooeptable year of the Lord. Luke 
iv, 18. 

12» Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also 
is merciful. Luke Vi, 36. 

16. Take head and beware of coVetousness ; for a 
man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesselh. Luke iii, 15. 

14. These things I command you, that ye love 
one anothen John xv, 17. This is mv conimand- 
ment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you. 
John XV, 12* 

15. God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Ghost and with power ; who went about doingf 
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the 
devil. Acts x, 38. 

16. Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was 
neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves ? And 
he said. He that showed mercy on him« Then said 
Jesus unto him, Go and do thou likewise. Luke 
X, 36. 
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NOTES ON CHAPTER X. 

1. TKejf shall obtain mercy, 

Mercy t from misericordia ; and this from mUeran§y pi< 
tjing ; and cor^ the heart ; or mieeria cordis pahi of heart It 
■gnifiea that pain which one feels upon the sight or knowledge 
of another who is in misery, and which leads him to the nso 
of suitable means for his relief How do the enahnrers of the 
hnman speaes show mercy toward those whom they deprive 
of thdr liberty* and from whom they keep back the price of 
theur labor? **How shalt thou hope for mercy, rendering 
Mne?" 

2. When men thall persecute you. 

And does the blessing here pronouiced upon the perseevted 
•nthoriae another to persecute them ? It certainly does, if 
those prec^ila which enjoin obedienoe upon servants, may be 
quoted as a justification of the conduct of the enslaven who 
deprive them of tbefar liberty. 

8. Whaeoener shall break one of these eammandmenie, 

<* What an avrful consideratioa is this ! He who by his 
mode of acting, spealdngf or explaining the word of God, 
sets the holy precept aside, or explains away its ibrce and 
■Maning, shall be called least, shall have no place in the king- 
dom of Christ here, nor in the kingdom of f^ory above.'* 
[Dr. Clarke.] 

Let those ministers and members of Christian churches who 
hold their species in bondage, reflect on these fearful words of 
nnerting truth ; and when they do this, let them remember 
bow much dependence is made upon their example, by other 
enslavers wbo do not profess to love God ! And then let 
them ask themselves, whether they do not break one of the 
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least of God*s commandments, with regard to the poor and 
needy, and whether they do not, in some sense, teach others to 
do the same ? 

4. First be reconciled to thy brother. 

And how can a professing Christian be reconciled to a 
brother whom he violently holds in bonds ? How can a be- 
lieVer in the truth of the Bible help remembering, when he 
approaches the altar of God in prayer, that every one of hie 
poor defenceless slaves has at^kt against him i He with- 
holds from them their liberty, the greatest of all eartUy bless* 
tngs ; and have they nothing against him? He deprives 
them of the fmit of their labor; have they nothing against 
him? He deprives the patents of their right to their own 
offspring ; have they nothing against him ? He parts tiM 
wife from her hasband, and the fansband from his wife ; have 
they nothing against him ? He gives his example in sopport 
of a violent and most wicked and cmel system of bondage, a 
•ystem which perpetoates the horrid traffic in hnnian sonls, m 
faaman flesh and blood ; have they nothing against him ? Has 
no slave in this land anything against such a Christian, when 
he thus gives his influence to support li 'system which robs and 
grinds to the very dust more than two miiliens of men, wo- 
men, %nd children ? A system which shuts from their minds 
the lights of science and religion, a system which is made up 
of the worst kind of theft, and which defrauds the poor and 
friendless, destroyes feminine modesty, and corrupts all classes 
in society where it prevails with every shade of vice and irre- 
ligion ? In a word, if every poor slave in this nation have not 
enough, in the sight of God, against, every Christian enslaver 
of the human species, to prevent their prayers from being 
iieard, unless they repent, then are these words of God utterly 
nail and void, and without meaning to us. 

5. Love your enemies^ 

This is one of the most sublime and heavenly precepts 
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which it was ever made the duty of men to ohey ; and bj It 
men may jastifj themselves in becoming our enemies in pre- 
cisely the same way that others jostify the system of slavery* 
by quoting those Scriptures which direct servants to obey their 
masters. And if we are to love those who are oar enemies 
and who injare us^ how mnch more should the master love hie 
daveS) who have been bia friends, and who have supported 
him in affloence and ease ever since he was born ? 

6. Do ye even 90 to them. 

And how cotdd Christ have expressed himself more directly 
against slavery than he has done in these words* Nor» in<* 
deed, is it easy to conceive that it eonld have been necessary 
for him to do so, even bad it been possible. It is true Christ 
might have described the sin of sIave>holding« and condemned 
it by name ; and so he could have described the sin of polig' 
amy, and the sin of rum drinking, and the sin of gamblingt 
with many other sins — bat this he did not do ; and shall we 
infer from this that all these sins are allowed by the Son of 
God? 

Now, does the enslaver of the human species do as he 
woold be done by, in keeping his fellow men in bondage ? 
And yet» how often must we be told, that '* Christ never said 
anything against slavery I ** JVothing against slavery I 
when he has laid down this rule for the conduct of all slave- 
holders; — Jill things Mihatsoeverye would that men should 
do fo ^oti» do ye even so to them ! 

Bat surely, nothing can be more evident than that there is 
just as much in this command against slavery as there is against 
theft, adultery, or murder. 

7. / wUl have mercy. 

These words are quoted from 1 Sam. zv, 22, and it would 
seem that many, even at this day, have to learn what they 
mean. The occasion upon which they were at first spoken, 
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fetloilirs their miuiniii|^ to b^i dtat God preferi ab act of m^tty 
sbown to his needy creattiresi befort any act of religioQi 
Wonhip) to which onll might be called at the same time. In* 
deed^ tiie tehor ot the whole Bible proves this ; and yet, hoip^ 
many restrain their bowels of mercies toWards the neeessi^ 
tons, and then go and Worship God} to atone for thdir gnilt id 
leaying nndont^ their doty to the poor and needy. The fol* 
lowing fact may be given as a faint Hhutration of thO propriety 
and Consistency of snch a Course of lioAdaot 

A dea()on in a Certain town hi NeW-England went to meet' 
ing one Sabbath) and left his hired man at home ; on rettimA 
ing in the a^moon from the honse of God, he found that thd 
man had not been at the chorcb as he anticipated, btlt had re- 
tired to some part of the farm. The deacon immediately 
tomni^nced searching ibr him, and on proceeding to the placd 
where they had beeii iHigaged the day before^ in bnming 
Wood, he fonnd the man seated upon a log near a fire which bd 
had kindled. On the deacon's asking him hoW he came thai 
to absent himself from meeting, and to break the holy Sab* 
bath) he replied as follows : " Why, I only walked out here^ 
and seeing the brands scattered aroilnd here and there^ I jnst 
pat them together, and then while th^y were homing, I thooght 
I wonld sit down and sing a psalm tune to take the fiery edge 
off." 

8. Th&u shalt lote thy neighbor as thyself. 
Do those professing Christians, do thosC ministers of thd 
gospel loTO «their neighbors as themselves. Who have slaves in 
their families And apon. their plantations, and the profits of 
whose labors they have been reaping for years, aild who, at 
the same time, never have famished these slaves with a Bible, 
nor saifered them t » team one single letter of the alphabet ? 
Can they, do they fitte their neighbors as themselves, while 
they withhold from them their liberty) and take from them th« 
fruit of th^ir labor ? 



ti thuy im «Bid» w* l»iow iint t^ lt#i yitltibU tbeir teeb' 
iag their d«760 to read the Bible } Iwl enp^ee the laws sboiil^ 
ioAid tbebr pmyiDg for their alavee^ or atlemgtiDg their spirits 
tal iiietnietioii fai aay way ? Whom iboald We obey» God or 
man ? Tho fllave States have jiut as mnoh right to prohihiti 
imder the penalties otfinet imprUonmenit utA. deaths all 
kinds of prayer for the sbTOSi as they have fo prohibit theif' 
Instmction in lettias, or in a Sabbath school ; and OYory 
CfaristiBn might as tonsistently yield thek snppoft to snch n 
law as any do now to those laws whioh prevent the slaves 
from being taught to read the word of God* 

9. Jind hoBt omitted the los^^ier mtttttfs of ike UnW. 
. That biw of God whieh requires justice betwoen min aod 

man, and merey to the distrOssed ; this law, if obeyed, wonld 
St once and forever annihilate slavery from ear nation and 
from the worid. But alas I how many totally neglect this 
law, while at the same time they are exceedingly ponctilions 
in paying tithe of mint and anise and cnmmin ; nor do they 
seem to realise what a draw-back the sin of slave-holding is 
npon the virtues of some who might otherwise be what their 
professbns would seen to signify. 

10. Ye did. it not to one of iKe leaet of tkeet my 
brethren. 

Hence, it is indispotable, that Christ itensiders the good or 
the evil which is done unto one of the least of his followers^ 
as aotoally done unto himself. Now suppose for one raosdent^ 
that shiveTy is not an evil ; suppose it is consistent and right 
jfor a Christian to bay and sell mefti women, and children, and 
hold them as his property. Is there any professing Christian, 
or any minister of the gospel who Wonld deal thus with the 
person of Jesus Christ were he now here upon earth ? How 
does it seem to the reader, to think of Jesus Christ set up at 
anotion, bought and sold, yoked with an iron eoUary chaiaedf 
10 
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ieottigad, and drinn to t»ork tHth a eldb of eo^i^de i Bill 
thiB is the kind of treatitaent whieb tnany of his diaciplea re^ 
caira, and thii too from those who claim to be their Cbristiaii 
paaton, and their brethren in the Lord ! And tbeae are they 
who teli ta, ** Christ never said anjrthing against alavdry ! " 

11. To preach delweranee to the baptivea. 

' Thoogh these words primarily refer to the spiritnal delirer- 
ance which the gospel effects for sinners^ who have been alaves 
to sin, yet it i« a fact that the Christian religion does tend to 
promote the civil liberties of all nations where it is permitted 
to operate without restraint Hence, in about three centorieri 
after the birth of Christ, slavery was abolished thronghout the 
Roman empire. Christianity has since abolished slavery in 
FVance, Spain, Portugal, Sweden, Denmark, Pmssia^ Austria^ 
Germany, and throngfaont the dominions of Great Britain ; and 
in a word) America is the only civilized Christian nation « 
where slavery is permitted to exist ! And yet, we are the 
people to reproach other nations for their tyrannies, and to 
boast of our freedom and our republican laws and institutions 1 

12» The aec^table year of the Lord, 

That is, the year of jubilee ; as the Jews believed, their 
year of jubilee Was typical of the redemption which Was to be 
accomplished by the Messiah ; and to this usage among th« 
Jews the last clause of this text undoubtedly refers. 

18. BeU^are of eovetou$ne$». 

Beware of an eager, inordinate desire of that which be-* 
longs to another. If that is not covetousness which leads one 
to take possession of the liberty of his innocent fellow crea** 
tares, and to use their services without paying them wages for 
their labor, what is it ? And covetousness, the apostle informs 
ns, is idolatry. Col. iii, 6. 

14. jia I have loved you. 

And how can the system of slave*holding stand in the pus* 
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MBee of thefe words ? TTtU i$ my tommandmenU that ye 
love one another as I hone loved you* That is, yon should 
loTO oiDb another u really and as smoeroly in yoor aphore as 
I have loved yon in miiia. . It is not donbted hot that some 
slave-holders may covet the liberty and labor of the shives 
enongh to risk their lives in the support of a system by which 
they can deprive them of these blessings, bat does any en- 
slaver love his slaves enongh to lay down his life for him ? 
Nay, does he love them enongh to restore to them those 
blessings and rights of which he has so nnjostly deprived 
them ? Let the following fact speak on this subject : it was 
narrated by the Rev. M. B. Cox, late Missionary to Liberia, in 
one of the pnblic papers, soon after the event occurred. 

AAer the insurrection in Southampton, Va., which took place 
a few years ago, a slave-holder went into the woods in quest of 
some of the insurgents, accompanied by a faithful slave, who 
had been the means of saving his life in the time of the mas- 
sacre. After they had been some time in the woods, the 
slave handed his mnsket to his master, informing him at the 
same time that he could not live a sUve any longer, and re- 
qnesting him either to shoot him npon the spot, or set him free. 
The master took the gun from the hands of the slave, levelled 
it at his breast, and shot the faithful negro through the heart 
Thus he was rewarded for his kindness to his master. 

16. Healing all that were oppressed of the devil. 

So, it seems, the devil himself is an oppressor, sinners are 
hu slaves ; and, if we may credit the testimony of the Bible on 
this point, as well as the confessions of many of his faithful 
servants, he is a most rigorous and unfeeling soul-driver. 

Speaking on the subject of slavery, the learned and pious 
Dr. A. Clarke has expressed himself thus : — ** I here regis- 
ter my testimony against the unprincipled, inhuman, anti- 
Christian, and diabolical sUve-trade, with all its anthers, pro- 
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mottM, abetton, and laorUagiou guns, ai w«U m againit tha 
graat devil, the fkther of it, and thorn.'* 

Hare the devil ie put down u the great lather of aU alave- 
holdera, alave«dealert, and ef all who deflmd and aappon the 
alave-syaleiii in any way ; and aiinilar language might be 
quoted ftom almoat every eommeatator, and Chriitian wtiter 
of any note who baa ever lived. 



CHAPTER XI. 



AT. PAUL. 



7%e Apostle Pa/ul o97idemns slaverf m&$t expliciilf^ 
and shows that slave-holding is directly opposed 
to the spirit and temper of the Christian Religion, 

1. Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that 
which is evil ; cleave to that which is good. Be 
kindly affectioned one to another, with brotherly 
love ; in honor preferring one another. Rom. xii, 9. 

2. Art thou called being a servant 7 care not for 
it ; but if thou mayest be made free, use it rather. 
For he that is called in the Lord,' being a servant, is 
the Lord's frpe man ; likewise, also, he that is oalled, 
being free, ig Christ's servant, 1 Cor. vii, 21. 
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3. Ye arc bought with a price ; be not ye the ser- 
vants of men. 1 Cor. vii, 23. 

4. Charity suffereth long and is kind; charity 
envieth not ; charity vauntetb not itself, is not puffed 
up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her 
own, is not easily provoked ; thinketh no evil. 1 
Cor. xiii, 4. 

6. Chanty beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopethall things, endureth all things. 1 Cor. xiii, 7. 

6. For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty 
only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but 
by lovo serve one another. For all the law is ful- 
filled in one word, even in this, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. Gal. v, 13* 

7. I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech 
you, th:«tye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
ye are colled, with all lowliness and meekness, with 
long-suffering, forbearing one another in love. £ph. 
iv. 1. 

8. And be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake 
hath forgiven you. £ph iv, 32. 

9. Servants be obedient to them that are your 
masters, according to the flesh, with fear and trem- 
bling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ. 
Knowing, that whatsoever good thing any man 
doetb, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether 
he be bond or free. Eph. vi, 5. 

10* 
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10. And je masters, do the same thinga unto 
them, forbearing threatening; knowing that your 
Master also is in Heaven ; neither is there respect of 
persons with him. Eph. vi, 9. 

11. Let nothing be done through strife or vain- 
glory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem 
other better than themselves. Phil, ii, 8. 

12. Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are 
just ; whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things 
are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report ; if 
there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think 
on these things. Phil, iv, 8. 

13. Masters, give unto your servants that which 
is just and equal ; knowing that ye also have a Mas- 
ter in Heaven. Col. iv, 1. 

14. Withal praying also for us, that God would 
open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mys- 
tery of Christ, for which I aip also in bond. Col. 
iv, 3. 

15. And Paul said, I would to God, that not only 
thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both 
almost and altogether such as I am, except these 
bonds. Acts xxvi, 29. 

16. Put on therefore as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness 
of mind, meekness, long-suffering, forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another, if any man have 



i 
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a quarrel against any; even as Christ forgave you, 
tso also do ye. . Col. iii, 12. 

17. Servants, obey in all things your masters ac- 
cording to the flesh ; not with eye service, as men 
pleasers, hut in singleness of heart, fearing God. 
Col. iii, 22. 

18. For this is the will of Qod — that no man 
go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter ; 
because that the Lord is the avenger of all such, as 
we also have forewarned you and testified. 1 Thess. 
iv, 3. 

19. Knowing this, that the law is not made for a 
righteous man, but for •^ the lawless, — for men* 
stealers. I Tim. i, 19. 

20. Let as many servants as are under the yoke 
count their own masters worthy of all honor, that 
the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed. 
And they that have believing masters, let them not 
despise them, because they are brethren ; but rather 
do them service, because they are faithful and be- 
loved, partakers of the benefit. 1 Tim. vi, 1. 

21. Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own 
masters, and to please them well in all things ; not 
answering again; not purloining, but showing all 
good fidelity ; that they may adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all things. Tit. ii, 9. 

22. Not now as a servant, but above a servant, a 
brother beloved, especially to me, but how much 
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more unto thee, both in the flesh and in the Lord f 
If thoir count me therefore a partner, receive him as 
myself. Phil. 16. 

23. Remember them that are in bonds, as bound 
with them ; and them which suffer adversity, as be- 
ing yourselves also in the body. Heb. xiii, 3. 



NOTES ON CHAPTER XI. 

1. Let love be without dissimulation. 

Let jour tempen and actions correspond with yoor profes- 
nons ; you profess to love yonr neighbor as yourself ; act 
aceordingly. But then, in examining these and similar pas- 
sages, which bear so directly against slave-holding, we should 
remember, that it is not love, merely, which demands the im- 
mediate and total abolition of slavery in all its forms ; for 
were love and kindness to be left entirely oat of the qnestiony 
the principles of equity and justice, if obeyed, would banish 
slavery from the church and from the world. But when the 
demands of justice are disregarded, then we may urge the 
principles of that sincere and affectionate regard which every 
Christian should feel towards his brother. And how can one 
who does really love God, and his neighbor, refuse obedience 
to the dictates of these principles as they are exhibited in this, 
and some of the following texts ? 

2. Jirt thou a servant. 

The word here and elsewhere, (with but one exception) in 
the New Testament, rendered servant is dovXos, and " it often 
implies," says Dr. A. Clarke, " a servant in general ; or any 
one bound to the service of another, either for a limited time, 
or for life.'* But it is doubtful whether this term was ever 
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I, dkber hj Christ or any of the ApoirtittSylo ligtnfy tjm 
^Mrbo wai die entire and alMolale {ire^MMy ef another, as Ike 
olavee of this land are held, for the folloerilig, amoog kmaj 



i. We know that Christ ased this wovd to signify sadi at 
erere net, and from the &ets stated in ihe ease* they oouid not 
Im^e been the oMire ^ropeity tit another. See Mbtt xviiik 
S8-*«>8(. ISene #e have an aeeoant of a dovhtg^ serninl» 
«rfae was so mneh in hiii murter's debt, that he oonnnanded 
Ivm t6 he sokU and f aymeDt tb he made, wfaleh would not 
Imve keen dode had be heen the ahsolote property of hie 



SlaY«a in Athena^ who wem hold aa the entfa»t>ropeity ef 
m, maater^ were ealled dixitat, ^t aAer their freedom was 
granted theni» Ihey Were called do^i^ ndt being Uie the fov- 
BMT a jpatt of the master's estate, bnt only reqmred lie rendeir 
«om0 sinM sertiee, sdeh as was reqmnd of the fUMfsum^ 
naldant tfnoh^erv er tf/ieni ^ to whom in somer re^ptcts^ they 
were mferiol!. This the sender will leasn hy eonsalting Dtf. 
W. Bdbuison's Antiquitiea of Greece, page 80 ; and Petter*i 
Greeian Antiqnidea^ VoL I, page 18 ; and see also an aitude 
n the Bih. Reposilory, for Jan. 1888» ** On ^very is Aneieut 

Now when we oonsider that the Attie Greek is sidMitan- 
tially the langaage in whieh the New Testament was written^ 
It seems die Apostles mast have naed the word dodXogi to sig- 
nify a Jreedmanf aeebrding to the authorities aheve i^noted; 
And not one who was the tolire property of another^ 

2. Bttt it may be observed here, toad onee for all^ thftt, if 
the Apostles nsed the woid dovlog, to signify one who was the 
nntiM propen^ of another, in the highest sense in which slavei 
were held as soch among the Greeks and Romans, and if their 
itoetions to maihtani nnd theit servants, are to be taken as A 



112 TSSTiaiONY OF GOO 

jnstifieatioii of tbe relation which the Roman and Greeiaa 
laws and cnstonif established between such, then it mast fol- 
low that they justified everything which it anthorized the ma»> 
ter to do ; for how conid they jastify the ** relation " without 
justifying the parts of which it was composed ? That relation 
authorized the master to do anything and everything to the 
person of his slave or ** chattel *' which he chose. He might 
aeomge him, maini faim»' and even put him to death at his 
pieasQre» and in doing these things he did not abase this rels* 
tion, but he eizercised the civil r%hts which it conferred npoa 
him. Nor indeed, was it the abuse of this, relation which the 
apostle forbid, when he commanded his master to give unto 
hi&' slaves that which vras just and.eqnal^ for, according to Dr. 
Taylor's '* Elements of Ci^il Law," this' relation among the 
Ramans could not be abused in, any way 1 Now it is allowed 
by all those who attempt to justify slavery from the Bible, 
tiiat the Apostles did positively forbid some things which this 
relation gave every master the right' to do ; and hence it fol- 
lows, as a consequence' which cAnnet be denied, that the'Apo»> 
ties did positively forbid and cofeidemn the. relation which, al- 
lowed them: How could the Apostles forbid, theft, without 
condemnmg at the same time the law. which allows it? Haw 
could they condemn murder or adultery, without condemning 
at the same time the law which allows and justifies these 
crimies. 

8. But many persons of the present day imagine that all 
the real objections which can now be brought against holding 
property in man, arise from the abuse of the relation which 
exists between the master and the enslaved ; this, however, is 
ft ▼oiy great mistake. We do not argue against the abuse of 
this relation, nor, indeed, do we found our arguments against it 
upon tbe abuses of it, nor its liability to be abused ; nay, it is 
the abuse of the relation, and its utter annihilation for whiek 
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vm eoHMnd For thit Mlatioo, it must ba remembered, al* 
lows and juftifiee the masler In doing what the word of Ged 
forbids, and it not only allows of sneh things, bnt it makes it 
the master's duty to do them, and it imposes a penalty npoa 
him if he leaves them undone ! This relation makes it the 
master's dnty to take the fimit of his neighbor's services — to 
erosh his mind with ignorenee -~to prevent him from obeying 
the command of God, which obligates all men to search the Holy 
Scriptarea. Afaiay other things this ** relation '* says the maa* 
ter may do> and these and many other vncked things it says 
the maAer tnust do, and in doing them he does not abuse the 
relation, but he fulfills it ? and if he folfilis it, as the law 
makes it his dnty to do, he does all in his power to omiresB 
and crush the immoHal mind of one of God's intelligeiit craa* 
tores, and so far as this relation is fulfilled and obeyed, its in* 
flnenoe goes to send him down to the miseries of an eternal 
hell. Hence we say, that the relation is malam lb se, so far 
as any relation can be which God has forbidden ; and it seems 
not a 'little remarkable, that those who quote passages from the 
New Testament to show that the Apostles justified this rela- 
tion, seem never to have imagined that it belonged to them to ' 
show how 'the Apostles could condemn the fmit of this rel»* 
tion, and yei -not condemn the relatioa itself. And this every 
man should do before he attempts to justify this relation fimn 
anything which the Apostles have said, concerning any who 
may possibly have held it. 

But even admitting that the dovlot of whCm ihe Apostles 
speak, in the following passages, were held as the property of 
their masters, even this relation is condemned, as the reader 
will see. 

" It has been sometimes said that the ** JVew Testament 
does not condemn slave-holding in express terms,** And 
the practice has been adveeated, because it has not been tlutf 
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4BliHjimo&i* If tiilfMMrt»iilreratrae,atttfir theBiUtfcnftf/ 
mrtuaily dflboMced k, h -woM b« a dn. No, nuui cut 
figbtooiMly eontiBis s ptrsetio* #iiioli God dinpprovM of» m^ 
naUer m wl|at form tile dHBpi*ovai w expraswd. Bat tM 
timtHm ia nol true. The Novr Ttttamant doen eondMna 
daTo4ioUiag, as pt^acti co rf anon^ u, itaf tlie moat ei^ioit 
t^rna, loaiiabed by thcr langti^^e at whieh tfaeriDspirad penmeif 
wrote. If a pbjraioilui, after a mmte examiaatioD, ■faoold 
taU a'patiaat that hia every lutb and oiigaB waa diseased — if her 
akoald envnnerate tlie variooa paila of liai bodily sytbemf the 
aims, the lege, tbe head, the stomach, the bo#el8^ &e.y and 
shoold say of eMii oae of theses parfa distinetly thai it waa 
wsoQud ; G9Daid the ma* depart and say, ** Alter all, I am not 
diaoased ; lor the physician has not said in exprei9 term$ 
that my bpdff k anaoond? " Has he not rsceired a mortf 
eleai and express dedaratioa of hia enth'ely diseased oondi^ 
lion, than if he had been told in merely general terms that hi* 
body was nnsonnd ? TfMis has God eondelmne^ slayery. Htf 
has specked the parts wfaieh eompose it, and denonneed them^ 
one by one, in most ample and nneqaiyoeal Ibrm. In tiicr 
finglisb langaagsi we have the term servant, which apply in- 
diseriminately both to those held in vehmtary subjection ttr 
another, and to those whoae sabjeeibtt is involontary. Wtf 
have also tba term slave which ia applicable exdosi^rdy ta 
those held m iirvokiBtary sabjeotiMi. The Greek langoageF 
had a word corresponding exactly in signifieation whh onr 
wotd fervant ; but it had none tlist answered precisely to onr^ 
ferqn sl^ve. The words oiketes, andrapodon, are these whieb 
meat nearly coirespond, in the idea which tb«ry present, witb 
onr word slave. But oiketes properly signifies a damesHe ; 
and andrapodon, one taken and enslaved in war^ The in- 
spired writera could not have denounced our sort of slavery^ 
iif «dBg either of these words. If they had ibrbiddea is to' 
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hoM oiketai, they would }uiTe forbidden qb the use of all do* 
mestics — if they had forbidden ns to hold ajidrapoda, they 
might have been interpreted as forbidding oar use only of soch 
tlavea as had been taken and enslaved in war. How then 
was an ApoflUe, writing in Greek, to condenm oar slavery ? 
Coold it be done in the way in which some seem to think it 
most be done, before they will be convinced of its sinfalneis ? 
How can we expect to find in Scriptore the words " slavery is 
sinfal," when the language in which it is written contained no 
term which expressed the meaning of oar word slavery? 
Would the advocates of slavery wish us to show that the 
Apostles declare it to be unchristian to hoM servants (douloi) ? 
This would have been denouncing, as criminal, practices far 
difierent from slave-holding. But inspiration taught the holy 
penmen the only correct and efficacious method of conveying 
their condemnation of this unchristian sy8tem« They pro^ 
Dounce of each one of those several things which constitute 
slavery, that it is sinful ; thus clearly and forever denouncing 
the system, wherever it might appear, and whatever name it 
might assume. If a writer should take up each part of oar 
Federal Constitution separately, and condemn it ar^cle by arti- 
cle, who would have the folly to assert that, after all, he had 
not expressly condemned the Constitution f — [Lynch of 
Kentucky.] 

2. Care not for it. 

That is, do not let this hinder you from accepting of salva- 
tion at the hand of God. But tf thou may est be made free^ 
use it rather. 

The following remarks on this passage, I believe, are from 
the pen of the Rev. fieriah Green : 

In his letter to the Corinthian Church, the Apostie Paul 
addressed himself freely to servants. Would the abettor and 
supporters of American slavery allow him such b privilege ? 
W 
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2. He teacheg them to riae If possible to a state of free- 
dom. Would the abettors and supporters of Americaii sla* 
Teiy permit him to impress such a lesson on their slaves ? 
Would they not rather brand him as a fanatic ; reproach him 
as an incendiary ; inflict upon him the penalty of Lynch law ? 

8. He teaches them to regard themselves as entitled to the 
benefits of freemen — and freemen of the most dignified and 
exalted character. Would the abettor and supporter of Amer- 
ican slavery allow his slave to listen to such language ? No 
fears would he have, that they might fall out with their chains, 
pat on airs, and get above their proper places ? 

4. He charges them, by all the regard they had for their 
Redeemer, *< to refuse to be the servants of men.** Strong 
and startling language ! Would the abettor and supporter of 
American Slavery permit such an exhortation to fall upon the 
open ears of his slave ? Would he not regard it as subver- 
sive of the system by which they are held in bonds ? 

As they yalne the blood which was shed for their redemp- 
tion, they may not be '* the servants of men ! ** And this 
language every servant must interpret for himself ! Might he 
not regard it as a warrant to cast away his fetters ? Will the 
abetter and supporter of American slavery permit his vassals 
to try their skill at exposition on this passage ? If not, per- 
haps he would consent to hear father Flatt, a German com- 
mentator of excellent spirit and high reputation, explain it. I 
have yentured to translate a paragraph, in which he ofiers his 
views of its meaning. *' Be not such servants of men, that 
ye cannot at the same time be the freemen of the Lord. Be 
not the slaves of men, who would force upon you wrong opin- 
ions : 1 Cor. i, 12 ; Col. ii, 8, who would use you as the 
means of gratifying their passions, or of accomplishing their 
■elfish objects : 2 Cor. ii, 20. Do nothing which is contrary 
to your dignity or to obedience to God from sinful compliance 
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to Others or from fear.*' For the benefit of gonthem bookiel- 
lers, who may be anzioas to enrich their sti^lls with this bookt 
I give its title : ** Vorle aungen ueber die beyden Brief e an 
die Carinthier, 

It is very certain that the Apostle requires semmts to prefer 
death to obedience to such injunctions as might hinder their 
progress in the Christian life. Whatever might contribute to 
enlighten their minds and quicken their consciences and in- 
crease their usefulness, they were eager to lay hold of — and 
this, at whatever expense. The master, who would cripple» 
or embarrass, or discourage them in so doing, they must resist, 
and resist at the hazard of their lives. Tlib clearly is the 
doctrine which the Apostle Paul requires them to receive. 

Southern tyrants have their reasons for withholding their 
Bible from the slave. It is most manifestly and irreconcilably 
against the oppression they practice. They would bum it over 
a slow fire sooner than put it into the hands of their bondmen. 
Their impudence is only equalled by their hypocrisy, in blas- 
phemoasly pretending that such a book is friendly to oppres- 
sion. With this pretence upon their lips, they make laws to 
prevent their slaves from reading it ! What do they fear ? 
That it will make these wretched men too well pleased with 
their condition ? No. They know that it would light up in 
their bosoms such a flame as the waters of the Mississippi 
conid not quench. fi. 6. 

4. Seeieeth not her own. 

The love of God leads all who possess it, to seek for the 
Ughest possible good of all with whom they have to do. 
"But,'* says one, <*it b the highest possible good of the 
slave that I should keep him in slavery, because, if I were 
to set him free, he would soon fall into the hands of another 
master, who might not treat him as well as I do." Now, ad- 
mittbg this to be true, in any given ease, it would not, and 
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eonld not follow from h, that the 8laT« shoald not hare his 
rights restored to him. That which might be the greatest 
possible good to one individual slave, might, at the same timoy 
be the greatest possible injory to the whole of the slave popo- 
lation as a class. And, besides, does it follow, that because 
another will rob my neighbor of his liberty and the frut of his 
labor, that therefore I ought to do it, because I think I can do 
the work more mildly and Christian^ike fhan he can ? If, 
as it is sometimes thovght, a Christian ought to hold his spe* 
cies in bondage, because if he does not do this they will be- 
come slaves to another master worse than he, then does it not 
follow, that Christians, ministers, legislators, and the very best 
men in the nation, shonld take the management of all the 
theatres and gambling houses in the country, into their hands ? 
Should they not do all the murdering, thieving, and highway 
robbery, in order to have it done respectably, Christian-like, 
and in the mildest and best manner possible ? If they do not 
do these thmgs themselves, yen know bad men will ! 

. 6. Endureth all things. 

■ But many professmg Christians do not possess enough of 
this heavenly virtiie to enaUe them to bear the contumely 
which they fear would be cast upon them, were they to do jns- 
tiee to those whom they have wronged ! 
6. £y love serve one another. 

Yon have been made free from the ceremonial law and 
fi^m sin by the gospel of Jesus Christ, and now it becomes 
your duty to sarve one anpthw, for in thi« way you are to ful-> 
fill the law of God* The Greek word,, we have seen, which 
li^ifiesarimrvaiit or slave is dovlog, and from this word we 
have the. one in the text, which is rendered serve ; dovXe-^Bte, 
serve, in the performance of Christian duties, to one another. 
Henqe it is the duty of, every man professing the Christian 
name, in this sense, to become the servant of those whom he 
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hoMs in bondage ; this is the kind of lenritnde which ii advo* 
cated in the Christian Scriptures ; and, actofdingly, the Bible 
informs ns that Joshua was the servant of Moses, Elisha was 
the senraot of Elgah, and St. Pliul, St. Peter, and the other 
Apostles were servants of Jesus Christ, and Christ was the 
atarant of God. 

7. Lowliness and meekness. 

How does the idea of meekness and Christian humility 
agree with that of a sonl-driver, or slave-holder ? 

8. Kind — tender-hearted, , 

And many slave-holders think they are so, because they are 
not so cruel and hard-hearted towardp their slaves as some 
others. But how very kind, how tender-hearted one may be 
in comparison with another, when both of them withhold 
from yon yoUr personal liberty and take from yon the fruit of 
your labor, it may not, indeed, be very easy to tell. How- 
ever, that there are slave-holders, soul-drivers, and dealers in 
human souls, who may be called kuid, and tender-hearted, and 
Christians, when compared with others who might be named, 
no one will pretend to deny. O that they were kind and ten- 
der-hearted enough to restore to their poor slaves the rights of 
which tliey have so unjustly defrauded them ! 

9. Be obedient to them that are your masters. 

This is the language whicli all abolitionists at the present 
day would use, were they permitted to have access to the 
slaves of this land. We could but enjoin it upon them to be 
patient and faithful. Our labor for their freedom is with God, 
and those who oppress them. 

10. Do the same things unto them. 

Here is the rule for the masters ; and how so6n their slaves 
would ** go free " were it to be faithfully obeyed ! No doubt 
the slaves at the south oAen hear their duties explained and en- 
forced from the al>ove, and some of the following passages in 
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Ihis cbapter ; ^ut it is pot so evident tliat tlie dntj of the matf' 
ter is aa often enforced from this and similar texts. 

11. Better than themselves. 

The jiataial. tendency of slavery upon the minds of the eo* 
slavers, is to lead them to think themselves l>ettef than others $ 
tbns the spirit of the gospel is reversed and connteracted. See^ 
the testimony of President Jefferson to this pointy Chap, viy 
page 69. 

12. Think on these things. 

For all of them are reqnred by the gospel which yon prO" 
less to love. But is there anything tvluch is agreeable to ther 
principles of nnchangeable and eternal truth in slavery ? la 
there any honesty in it? any purity? anything lovely, or of 
good report in the system, Yrhen ** stripped of its abuses ? " 
Then should yte think of it, — we should defend if and pray 
for its continnance. Reader, perhaps you may have heatif 
some one attempt to justify die system of slavery from the 
Bible, but did you ever hear any Christian or Christian minis- 
ter pray for its continuance and pfosperity ? And why hot? 
if it is right, if it is ^ist, if it is consbtent, why not pray for 
k to prosper and oontinue as leng as the world endares ? 

18. That tffhieh is just and equal. 

We have, before seen that upon the supposition that the 
masters to whom the Apostles gave this and similar directions^ 
held their servants as their property **1o all intents and pur- 
poses whatsoever," then it must follow that this and similar 
eommands must have been understood a9 a virtual condemna- 
tion of that " relation '* which this ri^t created between 
ihem ; but no relation is condemned in these passages whicb 
deesnot allow the things which are here and elsewhere for- 
bidden ; hence, if the right of property in man were to oease 
Ijius moment througl^ittt this nation, there would be the same 
necessity lor the commands and directions which are laid dowv 
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in the New Testament for the instnietloii of serVftiita and their 
masters ; and if all masters do now obey this command of 
God towards their servants* they will pay them for their labori 
and instmct them and prepare them as far as it is in their 
power to do it, for nsefulness in the world. They will cease 
to Jiold them as property, and compel no one to work for him 
against his will. ** But the laws will not stifi^r me to do this | 
I must obey the laws." What ! most yon obey those laws 
which contravene the laws of God ! Did the prophet Daniel 
do 80^ when 'the government where he lived passed a lawj 
imder a severe penaltyi that he shonld not pray to the God 
of Heaven ? 

JVoto token Daniel knew that the UDfiting uxu ngnedt 
he ieent into hi$ house ; and his windows being open in 
his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees 
three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before hi^ 
God, as he did afotetime, Dan. vl, 10. It is really too 
plain to need illnstration, that if It would now be Wrong for 
any of the enslavers to disobey the laws of the States where 
tbey live, which forbid them from instructing the slaves to 
read the word of God, and from paying them for their labors 
then it was wrong for Daniel to pray to the God of Heaven as 
he did, and it was also wrong for his companions to refuse to 
worship the golden image which the king had set up ; and it 
was wrong also for the Apostles tp *' preach Christ and the 
resorrection/* aAer they had been forbidden by the rulers, and 
scourged for so doing. See Acts iv, 19, and v* 29. 

The following remarks on this passage are well worthy of 
the reader's attention : 

Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and 
equal — Col. iv, 1. To dikaion kaiten isoteta — pareohes- 
the. Impart justice and equity to your servants. The 
first word in the original rendered jiisHre« is a legal term, and 
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most refer to some law, role, or nsiige. When we eay ft 
thing is just, we immediately compare it in oar minds to somd 
standard. Now what is the standard in this case ? 

1. It cannot refer to any slave code, specifically revealed 
from Heaven for the government of slaves as a distinct claoe 
from free men ; because no such specific code can be found in 
the Bible. The precepts of the New Testament are given to 
the whole race, without granting exclusive privileges to any 
one class in particular, and are all founded on the principles of 
substantial equity to every individual. 

2., If the word in question referred to any law or usage 
of slaves among heathens, it must refer to that which 
vvas in practice at the time and in the country in which 
the Apostle wrote. By both law and usage of the Greeks 
and Romans, '* masters were permitted to torture their slaves^ 
to starve them, to beat them to death, and even to throw them 
into their fish ponds, to give an epicurian flavor to the millets 
which they were fattening for their feasts." It was according 
to the usage of slavery, iu the days of the Apostles, to treat 
them as beasts, to sell them, to transfer or pawn them as goods 
or chattels — they were deemed incapable of injury, and 
could seek no redress of wrongs under any circumstances. 
Now if the Apostle meant that masters should only '* give to 
their servants that which was * just,* according to the usage 
among heathen slaves," then he must refer to the usage of that 
system, which we have described with all its horrors. This 
would prove more than many of the advocatos of slavery, at 
the present day, require. It would prove — 1 , That the gos« 
pel sanctions the whole of .the above systom, with all its atro- 
cities and murders. 2, That it allowed the continuation of it ; 
and, 3, That it actually made the above usages or laws the 
standard and pattern after which succeeding Christians were 
to copy. Now, would it not be i^n insult to the God of justice 
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and purity, to snppoae that he held np this system of Greek 
and Roman slavery as the standard by which the Christian 
was to administer jastice to his brother in the Lord ? 

In the absence, then, of all eyidence to the contrary, we 
believe that this direction — give t(v yonr servants that which 
is just — has a reference in this case, as in all others, to the 
common law of Heaven, which commands all men, without 
distinction, '* to keep judgment and do jastice, for God is no 
respecter of persons." On what authority dare we say that 
this standing law of God does not apply to slaves ? There 
is BO such an intimation in all the Bible. It would be mak- 
ing the word of Grod of no effect, by our custom or tradition, 
to affirm that it did apply to slaves. And no sophistry can 
persuade us that we fulfill this law to them, while we keep 
back the reward of their wages. Indeed, the idea of giving 
to a slave a just and equal compensation for his labor, never 
once enters into the minds of those who hold them in bond- 

The Lord saith — ** The hire of your laborers who have 
reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, 
crieth," and have entered into the ears of the Lord of Sab- 
aoth. 

So, then, we find, in analyzing the first item of the master's 
duty, that the exercise of the most simple and obvious prin- 
ciples of justice would necessarily subvert the whole system. 

Second item in the master^s duty : -^ Give unto your ser- 
vants that which is equal. The word esoteta signifies eqiud- 
ity — parity; and, according to t)onegan,an equality of polit- 
ical rights and privileges. This is a relative term, and must 
relate to some person, class, or grade in society. The master 
must give equal to something. What is this to which he 
must give equal ? . 

1. It cannot mean, that Christian masters were only to give 
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their seryants that which would come up to, or was equal to 
that which the heathens gave tlieirs. This we have already 
disproved y and the supposition itself would be preposterous to 
every Christian. 

2. It cannot mean what was equal to the condition of some 
inferior grade or caste, distinct from other men who were not 
under the general law of God, because none such is described 
in hi a word. The Brahmins, more consistent than some 
Christians, assert that some whole races, or castes, are made 
by the Almighty to serve, and others to govern ; but the Bi* 
ble asserts, on the contrary, all to be members of one great 
family, and to stand in the relation of substantial equality to 
each other. 

3. We believe that equal refers, not to what heathens gave 
their slaves, or what was given to a supposed inferior grade, 
but that it refers simply to masters themselves; — that is, 
that the converted master, knowing with God there was no 
respecter of persons, and that the slave was, or might be, a 
brother beloved, and equal partaker of the common benefit 
of the gospel, he was, therefore, to concede to him an equal 
right with himself, to use those talents and advantages with 
which Heaven had endowed him. Now, by referring the 
term equal to the masters, in this sense, we do not array the 
commandments of God against each other, which W3 are 
obliged to do upon any other supposition. And this view of 
the subject is at once consistent with the whole scope of re- 
velation, which regards men as standing to each other in the 
relation of equality. Observe, not an equality of condition, 
but simply an equality of right. In respect to condition, 
there is almost an infinite diversity ; no two are alike ; the one 
is rich, the other poor ; the one has the full exercise of his 
limbs, while the other was born maimed and decripit. But, 
as Professor Wayland observes, *' viewed in another light, all 
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men are placed under circumstances of perfect equality. 
Each separate individual is created with precisely the same 
right to use the advantages with which God has endowed 
him. This proposition seems to me, in its nature, so self-ev- 
ident as almost to preclude the possihility of argument. 
The only reason that I can conceive, on which any one could 
found a plea for inequality of right, must be an inequality of 
condition. But this can manifestly create no diversity of 
right. 1 may have been endowed with better sight than my 
neighbor; but this evidently gives me no right to put out his 
eyes, or interfere with his right to derive from them what- 
ever happiness his creator has placed within his power.'* If 
superiority of condition give superiority of right, then in ev- 
ery case the strong have a right to the labor of the weak, 
and of course to coerce them to perform it. But this is so 
glaringly absurd, that it reverses, at once, all our ideas of 
moral rectitude ; and this principle, if carried out in practice, 
would make our whole world the arena of strife and battle. 
But this principle, so preposterous in itself, is the true and 
only spirit of slavery. Let the master, ** believing," infidel, 
or otherwise, only obey one of the plainest precepts of Reve- 
lation or morality, to give that which is just and equal, and 
slavery with the observance, dies to exist no more. 

The third item is the master's duty — or the disposition 
with which he is to do it. Jind ye masters do the same things 
unto them. Eph. vi, 9 — dikaion koi ten. These words re- 
fer more to the character of the action than to the particular 
things which were to be done. That is, the actions of the 
masters and servants were to partake equally of the same 
moral qualities. 

1. The servant was to act in " singleness of heart.'* So 
also the master, having no sinister motives in his conduct, 
and treatment of the servant — having no regard to his own 
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profit or pleasure, above that of the aerrant, mnch lesa to 
■eek the one at the destruciion of the other ; for he is to loye 
him as hinuelf. He was to take no advantage of what the 
law of the land might put in his power, for he was to re- 
member that they had both one master in Heaven, who was 
constantly reminding him, that with Him there toae no re- 
spect of persons. 

2. The servant was to do the will of God from the heart, 
honestly and fully , not merely according to the letter, liut to 
the spirit and intent of the command. So also the master. 
Now, the will of God is, that every man should be happy — 
that he should hate the best means of pursuing it, and that 
he should have an opportunity of improving and elevating 
his moral condition. Can any one be said to do the will of 
God in the above manner, from the heart, while he keeps his 
fellow creature a prisoner for life, for every slave is a prisoner 
to a very considerable degree : while he gives him no wa^^s 
for his labor, and while he dare not let him read the word of 
God, lest he should be so enlightened that he could not any 
longer easily hold him in bondage ? 

3. The servant was to do whatsoever he did as urtto the 
Lord. That is, to glorify God in his body and spirit which 
were the Lord's. So also the master. The glory, honor, 
and cause of God were to be always before him, in all that 
he did. But was it ever intended by any one to glorify God 
by holding in slavery those for whom Christ died } Do such 
honor God .' Do such make Christianity appear lovely in 
the eyes of the unconverted, the infidel, and heathen.' 
About thirty years ago, a slave, a Mahamedan in religion, 
was sold in the city of Charleston, and bought by a Metko^ 
dist Class Leader. His master persuaded him to turn Chris- 
tian. He asked if Christians held Christians as slaves. 
When answered in the affirmative, he replied that Mahame- 
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dans would not do so ; and this man, in the nudat of a Chri^ 
tian country, spent a long life in the religion of the prophet, 
and died a Mabomedan ! Did the man who held him honor 
Christianity in the eyes of the heathen f Or do these 
Christian ministers who contend for the '' rightful ezistenoe 
of slavery/' honor Christianity in the estimation of the ten 
thousand infidels of our land ? 

The fourth and last item in the master's duty — Forbear 
threatening. Anientes ten apeilen — unloose, or dumiss 
threattning or coercion; — the words may be so understood ; 
for threatening is the setting forth pains and penalties to in« 
timidate, as means to coerce one to do soiue thing. 

There are two elements in government ; one which oper- 
ates on its sabject by fear^ and has not improperly been de- 
nominated brnte government ; the other operates not only by 
fear, but appeals, especially to tiie consciousness of right and 
wrong, in its subject, and is called rational government. In 
every species of slave government there is a constant appeal 
to feiir, which fear can only be excited and sustained by 
threatening, or' the setting forth of pains and penalties in 
ease of disobedience. We do not say that the master is al- 
ways, or even often threatening, but we do say that this is 
always implied, and that the system would not maintain it- 
self without threatening, coercion, and the infliction of cor- 
poreal punishment, the very things which are forbidden by 
the Apostle. 

This is so very evident, that all candid slave-holders avow 
it. Bryan Edwards, who wrote the history of the WestJli- 
dles, and who was an advocate for the *' rightful existence of 
slavery," says — <* In countries where slavery is established, 
the leading principle on which government is established is 
fear; or a sense of that absolute coercive necessity, which, 
having no choice of action, supersedes all question of r^A(.'' 

12 
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It ii in vain to deny that such actually is, and necessarily 
must be, the case in all countries where slavery is allowed. 

God has implanted in our nature the appropriate incen- 
tive to work, which is the fruit of our labor ; now, whenever 
this is taken away, (and slavery always takes it away) there 
must be some other incentive applied, which is threatening, 
or coercion, the very thin^ forbidden by the Apostle. It is 
true that in the case of the converted slave, from whom the 
master has taken away the natural incentive to labor, the 
Apostle presents another one, which is, that they are to look 
for a remuneration of their toil directly from Christ — That 
they shall receive of the Lord — that they are the servants tf 
Christ, and are to expect their wages from the Lord, and not 
from man. This is found to be a pow.^rful motive, and greatly 
mitigates the condition of the slave, and hence it is that 
most masters acknowledge that religious slaves do more 
work than others. The reason is obvious : they have an in- 
centive presented to them, better than fear; but this by no 
means justifies the master in keeping back tho hire of those 
who have reaped his fields. 

It is madness, I might say real fanaticism, to imagine that 
we can change the laws of mind, or invert the order of God. 
God has given to every man, of whatever nation, color, or 
condition, an instinctive desire to direct himself, enjoy his 
liberty, and the fruit of his labor ; and no system of man can 
change this constitution of our being. 

We might as well suppose that all the trees of the forest^ 
at our bidding, would grow hnrixontally with the ground, 
without the application of force to keep them down, as to 
suppose that man, constituted as God has made him, will la- 
bor without compulsion, when the fruit of his labor is with- 
held from him. It is utter folly to deceive ourselves ; the 
element in slave-government is /e<tr, excited and kept up by 
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"threatening/* coercion, aad infliction of pain — the very 
thing which is forbidden in our text. The writer of these 
remarks has been on five hundred plantations, and tiavelled 
more than nineteen thousand miles in slave-holding coun- 
tries, and thinks he never was on bat one, on which coercion 
was not in some form exercised, and this was that of the 

Hon. S. L. of O , Louisiana. This gentleman, having 

recently renounced infidelity and embraced Christianity, be- 
came troubled on the subject of slavery, and having no min- 
ister of the gospel near him, who would plead for the '* right- 
fol existence of slavery," or attempt to bolster it up with 
" Scriptural arguments," he dismissed his overseer, and ap- 
pointed John, one of his colored men, the manager ; and let 
hie people work the place on shares. All was harmony. 
There was no coercion ; because things were reverting to 
the order which God established. During two years, the 
writer never heard the sound of a whip, or a cross word to 
one over twelve or fifteen years of age. 

Now we think, in analyzing these items of the master^s 
duty, that we have established the position, that the duties 
which the Apostle requires from masters and slaves are such 
that if they are both carried into effect, they must necessa- 
rily subvert the whole system of slavery. — [Rev. DanUl 
DeVinnie.'] 

16. Except these bonds, 

]t is not improbable that, when the Apostle uttered these 
words, he raised his hand or hands, so as to exhibit the chain 
with which he was bound ; for the word here rendered bonds, 
signifies a chain or fetters with which a prisoner was confined. 
It seems that bondage was a blessing which the venerable 
Apostle did not wish should descend upon others, not even 
his enemies ! How many thousands of poor slaves in this 
land, many of whom are members uf the Christian church. 
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are compelled to wear the iron manacles; and when they pray, 
to stretch ont their chained hands anto God. 

" The slaves which pass down to the southern market on the 
Mississippi river, and- through the interior, saffer great hard- 
ships. Those who are driven down by land, travel from two 
hundred to a thousand miles on foot. They sometimes carry 
heavy chains the whole distance. These chains are very 
massive. They extend from the hands to the feet, being 
fastened to the wrists and ancles by an iron ring round each. 
When chained, every slave carries two chains, that is, one 
ffrom eath hand to etich foot." — [H. B, Sianton.1 
' 17. Obey in aU things your mAsters* 

It has been before remarked, that, if this and similar pre- 
cepts may be quoted to justify the power which the master 
usurps over his slaves, then the commands of Christ for the 
persecuted to pray for their persecutors may be referred to, to 
justify persecution ; and by the same rule of interpretation, 
we might show that our forefathers sinned against €k>d, in 
rebelling against the British government ; and not only so, 
but, that the people of 'this country have been sinning ever 
since, in maintaining that independence which they asserted ! 
To such monstrous absurdities those principles lead, which 
the enslavers adopt in explaining the Scriptures so as to favor 
their system of oppression. 

18. Defraud his brother in any matter. 

One person may defraud anoUier by corrupting his wife, or 
children ; or by taking from him the fruit of his labor, or by 
withholding from him his personal liberty. To what lengths 
the poor slaves of this land have been defrauded, in all these 
respects, we must wait for the light of eternity to show. 

19. Men'Stealers, 

But who are men-stealers ? '< Those who carry on the trt^' 
fie in human JUsh and blood; those who steal a person in or- 



AClAl!l8T sUV'tftV. 131 

to to ftell him into bondsge ; or thoae who bay slich gtoloil 
men or women, no mRtter of what color or what coantry ; or 
Uioae who sow dissettaions amon^ barbaroua tribes, in orde^ 
tiiat they who are taken in war may be aold into alarery . O^ 
the nations Who l^galiste, or connive at such traffic ) all these 
are men-btedlers, and God clasaea them with the meet flagi** 
tiousof mortals." —[Dr. jjf* Ciarke.] 

'* Stealers of men arb all those who bring off slaves or free* 
men, or k^fep, sell, or buy them. To ateal a freeman is thd 
highest kind of thef^» The Word naed here, in its original 
import) comprehends all who are concerned in bringing any 
of the human nice into slavery » or in detaining them in iti*' 
IPrethyterian Omf. of Faith.} 

" Man-stealers ! The worst of All thieves; in comparison 
of whom highway robbisrs) and house-breakers are inno- 
cent ; and men-buyers dre exactly on a level with men-steal- 
era. That execrable sum of all villanies^ commonly called 
the slave-trade, I read of nothing like it in the heathen worlds 
whether ancient or modern, and it infinitely exceeds, in ev-< 
ery instance of barbarity, whatever Christian slaves suffer in 
Mohamedan Coantrie6« Liberty is the right of every hu-* 
man creature as soon as he breathes tlie vital air^ and no hu-' 
man law can deprive him of that right which he derives from 
the Jaw of nature." — [We;**. J. JVesley.} 

*' Men-steal^rs are inserted among those daring criminals 
(see 1 Tim. i, 9) 10) against whotn the law of God directed 
its awful curpei*. These kidnapped men to sell them for 
slaves ; and this practice seems inseparable f^om the otheif 
iniquities and oppressions of slavery ; nor can a slave-dealeJ^ 
keep freo from this criminality if * the receiver be as bad as 
ihe thief"*- [Scott] 

** A Christian buying and selling slaves! A man whoprO'> 
fosses tliat the leading law of his life is to do as he would be 

1:^* 
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&oiAe by, speHdihg hU dme dad UmAsriog & fortiino bjr billjriftf 
fihd selling hi« fellowmell/**^ iSifttjMon ] 

" Tb^y who make WAt for the inhuman |IUr|iojte of selli&tf 
the Vanquished ai slaves, are really tiien-stealers. And they 
who ebcoura^ that unchristitm traffic by ptircbiisirig thil 
slaves which they knoW to be thUs ui^UStly acf^uired are par' 
takers in their crime." •— [Matknigkt] 

And the inientionio enslaVe men is put down as the same^ 
or a similAr eHme by the Oieiclpliiie of the Methodist £pisco« 
pal church. *' The buying and selling, [this rule formerly 
read The iHi,ying or selliiig] of men) women, and children^ 
With an inientUm to enslave them." '— [DU. Ck, % See, 1.] 

It certainly Cannot make material di^te&ce as to the mam 
her of one^s coming into the possesiiioh of men, women, and 
children, Whethel" he bUys them or reeeives them from 
Another as a gifl^ or whether he takes possptision of them by 
Virtue of their birth, if it is his intt^htibil to etislave them ; th<S 
Discipline of the M. E. church pron >uhbes htm an impeni< 
tent sin her. 
- 20. Wiirtky of all konot. 

Christianity does not alter the relation Which the laWs of a 
land causes one man to silstaiit to another. If the laws arO 
Hrrong, the only wiiy by which even the Gospel can change 
them is, by rendering those wiser and better Who make tbcmi 
and by giving those grace dnd patience whom these laws in^ 
jure iind oppress: There is a difference between what thd 
laws of a laiid require one to do, aild that whibh they Compel 
him to suffer; the former may be sinful, the latter not. II 
may be the duty of the slaves at the south to submit to \hA 
evils which the laws so unjustly inflict upon them, and in 
doing this, God has promised to retVard them, if they do it 
with a view to his glory ; while those who make nnd support 
these wicked laws by enslaving and oppressing their speciesi 
Sin against God. 
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St. Jni ^imf that Katt htUMoikg fAoMerm 

*" Hete^ it is SHid^ w« c^enaiiily haVe mastets of ilavefl ra« 
bQfniied as Christian .brethren } for the Word used is detpates. 
fiut let ds look at the passage criticiaity^ and aao what it 
itiBOfiilts to. tW apostle addresses first thole servants (don* 
Ixn^) who are yet Under the yoke. Here We see a reference 
at once to two classes of servants) those who aire under the 
^ke and those who are not. The servants under the yoktt 
aire- doubtless slaves. Hence We see that all seti'vaiits were< 
not slaves. H^ then contrasts the (Condition and duties ot 
ihose servants who are under the yoke With those who have 
believing masters, from which we infer that those Who were 
^ot under thi^ yoke were understood of cotirse as being in the 
hands of unbelltvinff mimters. If the servants of believing 
masters must be yet under the yoke, the distinction the 
A|)oitle makes is ahhihilated. The distinction is plainly 
grounded on this principle) that those eeifVants who had be* 
iieVing masters were no longeir held unde^ the yoke as slavesi 
Those who wei« under the yoke, then, were those who had 
hekthen masters; tkein the Apostle exhorts to heat theif 
bbrden for the honor of religion^ and to conduct in such a 
Manner that their unbelieving masters shall not find even an 
occasion to blaspheme their religion. 

*' But to the servants Who had believing masters, his exhor-i 
tation is difibrent, and enforced by different motives. It 
wnuld seem to be the understanding then, that When a slaves 
holder became a believer^ his slaves Were o^ course then free^ 
to go or stay as they ohbse. Bat the Apostle exhorts themi 
on the ground of Christian love, not to despiise their old mas- 
ters, and hasten away from their service, but to remain and 
nerve them voluntarily, because they have now become faith- 
fal brethren, and would of course allow them a reasonable 
shAre of the profits or benefits of then* labor. The Apostle 
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knew what was in mail ; he kneW thtit a MrVatit Wbo had fetl 
this ot^pressioni of slavery Would be under a 0tron|^ teroptatiotl 
to despise the authority of a penitent maBtei^i and hasten aWay 
from his service as soon as possible. He therefore exhorts 
them to a more Christian ^irit — to stay Cheerfldly) and iabof 
in his servibe from love, becaiise the roaster is tioW a brother. 
You sbe this carries ont the contrast between thO servants nn« 
der the yoke tind servants whd had believing masters. II 
khoWs that it Was expected as a ttiatter of Course, that when a 
slave-holder became a believer he Wotald let his slaves go 
fre«t, so far as he bad any atithority or ownership over them^ 
tod therefore the former slaves are ethorted dUll to do them 
itervibe, and to promote their interests. His exhortation to this 
blass is to * do tberii service,* whidh shoWs that they Were fre^ 
to setre them or not. tn the other Case, his exhortation refers 
to the hitmner and tetbper in which they shotild serve^ show-^ 
tng that as to the service itself, those Who Were tinder the yok« 
had no option. 

" Rat, it v^ill be said, the Apostle calls them believing dea* 
potes, and therefore We mast infer that k man might be a be-^ 
liever and still remain a despotes or slaveholder. Bht it doeS 
hot follow. The tertn despotes ^ therefore^ is proper to de< 
scribe the person and the former relation, if we should say 
such A man Was a reformed druhkard. We should not intend to 
be understood that he is a drttnkard still, but only describe his 
former condition. If the speaker shotild say that as an aboli* 
tionist, he is a Converted slave-holder, it Would be a base ex* 
BCtly parallel. 

** It is said that the word rendered servant means slave; but 
it is not so ; the word is doulos, and it means servant. It is 
true, all slaves are servants, but all servants a^e not slaves. 
The Apostle in the sixth chapter of Timothy, when he wishes 
to address Christian servants who were slaves^ addt the de« 
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wrijpiloB ' under the yoke* And in 1 Peter, ii, 18» where he 
U eddrennng the aervinti of detpoteit he nees a diffiirent 
word, not diwM, but oiketai — and k ought to read, * Slavea, 
obey fowt nasten with all reapeot, not only the kind and good, 
bit Ibe cruel.' 

" The Apostle Pul oAen tails himself the servant {dou* 
loa) «f his brethran. Was he their slave, their property? 
diristiatts call themselves the servants of Jesns Christ What 
is the allnsion here? Is it to degrading heathen slavery? 
Not at all. In Romans ziv, 19, the Apostle Paol says, ' For 
to this end Christ both died and rose, and revived, that he 
■light he Lord both of the dead and the livmg * — that k, that 
he might staMl in the relation and wareise the office ef a mas- 
ter, ( Ayrios.) Whsl does it mean? That Jesns might have 
a right -of property in them ? He had thai belefe, in peifee* 
tion. It is an allnsiDn to the Jewish law ef redemption. 
When one of the yoiknger memben of a fiuaily had become 
embarrassed and in debt, and obliged to sell er lather hire 
himself ont as a sertaat, th^ eldor brelher, or head of the 
iaaiiJiy^ had the legal right at any tinio to hay hhn ont of this 
servitade to a stranger, er redeem him, ^nd then he beoame 
his lord (Aynes) and was bound to employ him and famish 
him with all that he needed, till the dky of release. Jeeas 
Christ, then, by fats death and resnrrection, acqnrad a right 
which he had not before, -to be an elder brother, and to exer- 
dse this lordship, in preparing tbem for that enlaiged and glo- 
riiad etate in Heaven. Is there anyt|iing in this that looks 
like slavery? WhAn the Apostles and prinoitive Christians 
called Ihemsebres the servants of Jeses Christ, and called him 
their Lord, there was something in it that thrilled their hearts. 
It was not the forbidding allusion to the idea of a slave-holder 
buying poor wretches in the market as property, bat the idea 
of an eMer brother sacrificing hioMelf te become the rede 



i 
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of hifl brethren. O, how I long to gee this precionfl Bible 
reaeiied from the slanderB [which are heaped upon it H«n» 
with their minds filled with the ideas of American siawrf , 
perfect heathenism in all its principles, undertake to interpret 
the Bible on snch principles, and they derive doctrines from it» 
fntm which homan nature starts baek with horror. Those no- 
tions are all wrong, reproachfii] to the Scriptures, and exceed- 
ingly prejodicial to Christianity itself." — [Rev, Jame$ J7. 
Diekey*] 

22. Move a eervani, a brother. 

And if all the slaves in this land were to ran away from 
their masters, there is not a tme abolitionist in the world, bat 
who would consent for them to return again, on the conditions 
that they should be received and treated by their former mas- 
ter, as Philemon is here commanded to receive Qnesimns. It 
seems thatOnesimus had been a servant to Philemon, and that, 
for some cause which is not mentioned, he left his master 
while in his debt ** If he hath wronged thee or oweth thee 
aught, put that to mine account*' But having been-eonverted 
to God under the labors of St Fftul, he directed him to return, 
and he wrote this Epistle in oider to facilitate the ad|ju8tment of 
their difficulty. But Onesimus was not now to be received as 
a slave, but above a slave, as a brother beloved^ even as the 
** aged Apostle " himself. 

28. Remember them thai are in bonde. 

Those that are imprisoned for the testimony of Jesos, and 
all such as are kidnapped from their birth, and held during 
their whole lives in an unjust and violent bondage. Remem- 
ber the rights, the privileges and the blessings of which they 
are deprived ; remember it is the natural and direct tendency 
of the system which oppresses them, to keep from their un- 
dying souls the lights of science and religion, to crush thevr 
immortal minds, and shut them out of Heaven. Remember 
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them, — feel for tbem as yoa would wish others to feel for yon, 
were you in their conditton ; pray for them, — pray for those 
who oppress them, — and pray for all those who do not re- 
member them, but who censure and oppose those who endea- 
vor to obey this command of the infinite God. Remember 
them that are in bonds ! 



CHAPTER XII. 



ST. JAMES, ST. PETER, AND ST. JOHN. 

Slave-holding is further shown to be a sin, by others 
of the Apostles — and we have the testimony of 
Godt that the system shall finally and utterly come 
to an end, 

1. Do not rich men oppress you? If ye fulfill the 
royal law, according to the Scripture — Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself — ye do well; but if ye 
have respect to persons, ye commit sin ; and are con- 
yinced of the law as transgressors. James ii, 6. 

2. For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and 
yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. James 
ii, 10. 

3. For he shall have judgment without mercy, 



138 TESTIMONY OF OOD 

that hath showed no mercy, and mercy rrjoiceth 
against judgment. James ii, 13. 

4. But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full 
of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and 
without hypocrisy. James iii, 17. 

5. Go to now, ye rich men, weep aud howl for 
your miseries that shall come upon you. Your 
riches are corrupteti, aud your garments are moth 
eaten. Your gold and silver is cankered ; and the 
rust of them shall be a witness against you, and 
shall eat your flesh as it werc^ fire. James v, 1. 

6. Behold, the hire of the laborers who have 
reaped down j'our fields, which is of you kopt back 
by fraud, crieth ; and the ciios of them which have 
reaped, are entered into the cars of the Lord of Sab- 
aoth. James v, 4. 

7. Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and 
been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts as in a 
day of slaughter. Ye have condemned and killed 
the just; and he doth not resist you. James v. 5. 

8. And many shall follow their pernicious ways : 
by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil 
spoken of. And through covetousness shall thej 
with feigned words make merchandise of you; 
whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, 
and their damnation slumbereth not. 2 Peter ii, 2^ 

9. Servants, be subject to your masters with all 
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fear^ not only to the good and the gentle, but also 
to the froward. For this is thankworthy, if a man 
for conscience toward Qod, endure grief, suffering 
wrongfully. 1 Peter ii, 18. 

10. Finally, be ye all of one mind, having com- 
passion one of another ; love as brethren, be pitiful, 
be courteous. 1 Peter iii, 8. 

11. We know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren. He that 
loveth not his brother abideth in death. 1 John iii, 
14. V 

12. Hereby perceive we the love of God, because 
he laid down his life for us; and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren. 1 John iii, 16. 

13. But \vhoso hath the "world's good, and seeth 
his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of 
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God 
in him? 1 John iii, 17. 

14. If a man say, I love God, and hateth his 
brother, he is a liar; for he that loveth not his 
brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God 
whom he hath not seen ? 1 John iv, 20. 

15. If there come any unto you, and bring not 
this doctrine, receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed ; for he that biddeth 
him God speed, is partaker of his evil deeds. 2 
John, 10. 

16. And the merchants of the earth shall weep 

13 
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and niourn — for no man buyeth their merchandise 
any more ; — the merchandise of — beasts, and sheep, 
and horses, and slaves, and souls of men. Rev. 
xviii, 11 — 13. 

NOTES ON CHAPTER XII. 

1. Do not rich men oppress you. 

And how exceedingly oppressed millions of our fellow citi- 
zens in this nation must necessarily be, in those States where 
their oath is not allowed in a court of justice, against a white 
man ! Whether in a case of thefl, rape, murder, or any other 
crime, the solemn tes>timony of a thousand persons with a col- 
ored skin, when against a white person, goes for nothing ! 

2. He is guilty of cUl, 

He is as really guilty in the sight of God, who breaks one 
of his commands, as though be broke every one of them ; 
though he may not incur so much guilt. So we must conclude 
of persons who profess the Christian religion, and who at the 
same time indulge in habits which are contrary to the precepts 
and spirit of the gospel, such as making, vending, and using 
intoxicating liquors, visiting theatres, gambling in lotteries, and 
holding the human species in bondage ; but which of these 
sins are most heinous in the sight of God, is another question ; 
but it is sufficiently evident that each of them are transgres- 
sions of the, Divine law, and he who commits either one of 
them is as really guilty of resisting the authority of God; as if 
he committed them all. 

3. For he shall have judgment. 

The following fact (which is but one of a thousand of the 
kind which might be given) may serve to illustrate the ^rst 
clause of this passage : 
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<* A master had Ttspeatedly promiflod to manomit one ofbn 
slaTes, who was an exeeUent black-smkh, bnt he had as often 
violated his promise. The shive, elated with the hope of 
freedom, had worked earlier, later, and hardier, till at length, 
however, his heart grew sick, and disappointment, sharper 
than a serpent's tooth, relaxed the' sinews of his arm, and 
poisoned his coarse and scanty Ihre. The master, to revive 
his spirits and restore his vigor, finaUy promised with nnwonted 
solemnity, that if he would earn, 1)y' extra labor, a certain sum 
of money, amounting to several hnndred doHars, he shoidd be 
fret. The slave fell to work once more with redonbled en- 
eigy. He toiled long and hard, and at last the blessed day 
davmed, on which, according to the stipnlation of his master, 
he was to be enfranchised. Bat that treacherons and brutal 
individual, before the day arrived, had sold him to a slave- 
trader to be carried away to NOw-Orleans, and on that day he 
was destined to receive, not his promised pardon, but a new 
suit of chains. 

** The heart-striken man told bis tale to the trader ; bow he 
had been promised his freedom — - how he had toiled — what 
cherished and often deferred hopes would be blasted forever. 
He entreated him In Ae most touching htngnage, to renounce 
the sacril^ous bargain, — but in vain. Finally, seeing that 
his prayers and tears Wto disregarded, he became desperate, 
and told the dealer that if he did' take him, one or the other of 
them must die, and that he then gave him fair warning. The 
trader was highly diverted^ and said * he liked such a spirited 
fdh>w.' He went on board a vessel, and, daring a serene 
evening in that delicious climate, the trader reposed himself 
upon the deck. In the dead of the night, the slave contrived 
to rid himself of his huid-ctfis, and groped until he grasped 
a heavy hand^-spike, and, thus armed, stood over the sleeping 
man. He waked him and told his purpose. 'Then God 
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have mercy on me/ ml Kbe l^er^ < (Qrod will not have 
meney op you, aeither will I»' aaid that|ave» aad dashed out 
hla brains.'* _[Z). L. Child, Sag.] 

^.. ShicnU ea,t ifimrfi^ of Uwerefye. 

What feaifal lan^aaga ia ]^re S All^# ^ ^r those wha ape 
sa aptly deacribfd ia the following verpf f and to whifib thfMO 
faaifi^ dananoiationst by the ip^ired wnter» afo affiled* 

6. ^ept baek (y frav4- 

Lat.tharaaderaiky vrbo^ i^olds i^ ^led .and rea^ by 
tboea to wboip no wf^gtss ara papid> in this land* See Chap* iit 
26, and vii, 5. |f sUxot-M^ng jis ;9ot qet dowa as a sm 
agaiQ^ God in this pM8i|ga> wd tha otbam hare refarred to» 
than no siais dascribed in any part ^ the J3ibl6. 

When parsons ear irbo pvpfass tha CiMistiap rebgipiwi^ 
gives the greatest oi^casioa far the wicked ax)d aabeliavipg ta 
sp^ evil oX Chriptianity* Hanca it is. that tha aiMApla of 
Christians who make, vend, and use ardent spirit^ as aft a^tioia 
of liv^ or huEnry, is so moah daplored by all tha true IKeada 
of iba temparatea caona; and haaoA aUio;it is^tbftttbaex* 
ample of .Cbr^stiaiis wba anshiva their spaeias, taada, m aa 
gieat a degree, to perpataata the slavery .«ys|em. As long an 
^w>hed and aaprinciplad .men oaii ze(ar to the aMmple of 
slava-iholdiog miniatar^ ind membars of .the Cfa«stian ahaif b, 
jqst so loog slavery apdtha aKaxertnMl^.wiUjba.OQatiniiad. 

.9. Be a^fi^ 4o.y<ntr tfwti^t* 

See tha note on Cha(K x, 9. *' Cvaa.a a^aaas if aChiia* 
tian, was bonad to serve him faithCidly by whose money lia 
was bought, however illegal that tiafiio may ba coniidetad. 
In heathen countries^ slavery ipraB.ia same sort exoasebla ; bnfc 
among Christiana it is an eqormity and a <rima,.for whidi par* 
dition has scarcalv aii adeoaata stata of DDnishflMnla*' -^f JDi* 
4. Clarke.'} 
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lltoe the wM rendered aervantt ui olxitai, irtrbi^h rignifief 
^otMeAaJtf ««roan^« ; but 6v^ this word does not neceBiarily 
imply those who were the entire prope^y of another ; it i# 
trae that oixetifg had fliis aigniication aonaetimes among the 
Gteeka^ bat not always ; and the reasons before assigned 
show that it is by ho means certain that this is the sense in 
which this word is used here, it ooenrs bnt in three othe^ 
phicee in the New Testament, aid in one of them the reader' 
will pereeiye at once that h i^oold not faare been used to sig-< 
nify one Who was held as the entire property of anotheri 
This is Lake xvi, 18. See alsd Acts Z| 7. Rom. xir, 4. 

-'< We are told that slavery is a very delicate sobject, and it 
political snbject, and that the Apostles (very pn^ierly, it is alsa 
said) did not meddle with the relation at all, bat left it to the 
hwB of hnman sooiety to regulate, and that they received both 
masters and slaves into the charoh together* wiUioat any 
efaange hi the relation, and that they got along with it as well 
as they could in this way. Now where is the proof of all 

« Fcnr proof we are eomraonljr referred to those passages 
in which the Apostles prescribed the duties of masters and 
servants, Where they told servants to be obedient to their mas^ 
ters, and masters to remember that they also had a master in 
Heaven, and so on. But what does this prove ? It takes for 
granted — * what cannot be proved, and what is not trtie, and is 
contrary to known historical fact and the ase of langaage — > 
that aU servants were slaves and ail masters slave*holden. 
Whereas, the fiict is, there were two distinct relalions of servi" 
tade. And there wero also two classes of masters, described 
by two diligent terms in Greeks thotigh all are called by the 
same word, masters , in oar fiAglish translation. The Apos^ 
ties always used the words correctly and in a discriminating 
manner. The two words used in Groek are kyrios and dts* 
13* 
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IfoUt. TtM fint, kyrio^im^liab of Bttp0;dC» donelmg ebktf 
Iwthority or worth. Sorab used Aoi term in addreMUig 1m^ 
tnuband. Hmtf add fop iC d k to tho. gaoidatr at the Bopilchre i 
Um jftilor of PhUU^tOite. Apoitlea, && The Mime term vn 
pnpw to be Heed of any maiterv be penon Who employ* otfap 
en in hb serYioe^ wfaelfaer thoj are hbed laberen,.l>r flerrantoi 
or apprettioes. Thew masttin* kjriait are addreoed a* 
CbrutiaiM^. and exhorted to< bejast and mnder to thnfar aevYaaM 
that wh&eh is JbM and eqaal. And aU.the Mrranti of anoh ar* 
exhorted to be obedient beartilj and Vlfilth good Wtfl. 

< * Bat the Mrord for alav^-Jioider ie ibupoteB, And wben the 
Apoetle speaks to the senrants of a d«f jM#es, be avmmons np 
all the Chrisliafei aympathieav and exborta diem to be petisnt 
teder their trials^ and pohita them forward to the blessed hoplft 
of the gospel bejond the gmvet The paange is bitereadnf 
and instmetlFe. fieft 1 Pet ii» 18 -<— 86. 

Servadts^ {oikeUi-^aia,vt»i ititdotdoi — sertlmts — tbi^ 
translators otigbt to have . made tbadiilinieden as phdn in Eng* 
lish as it is in Greek) be sobjeet to your {despotai$) mastori 
WiUkallfear; not only to the good and gentle, bat also to thA 
froiward. For this is tbank^nrortfay,. if a man for eonsciena* 
toward God endure grief, soflbring Wrongfully. For whal 
glory is it, if. When ye be budbtted for yoiir lenlta ye shaU takd 
it patiendy ? but if, when ye do well, and su&r for it, ye takd 
it patiently, this is adeeptable with God. For eaen beceanto 
Were ye ealled ; beeaose Chrint also siiflbred for as, leaving n# 
an example, that ye should follow hia steps : who did no sin* 
kieither was guile found in his mouth : who, when he was n* 
Viled, reviled not again ; when he sufierad^he thresMned not ) 
bat committed himself to him that judgetb righteottdy : Whd 
his own self bare our sins in bis own body on. tbo tree, that 
we, being dead to sins, shoald Mva unto vigbteousnoss : by 
Whose stripes ye were healed. For y^ were as sheep geiog 
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t>f yovrfouU. 

«' Bat 7011 0M Itera bt llms not Mrn niiMl tall Hdl th« ife«» 
|Mee» ]uiw to trdfet bis diivM. God seTOr ngnhtM liii, sot 
tetehei tet how to'Ao wroii|^t Wow to flttoU ^ opp*e«, or to do 
oay otbec wiokodnoti. The BiUo neviir ipteks to a dewpQte^ 
tea fatollier in tho ebaicb. It tolls thoDi to nado the faaavy 
tHvdoBs^ aad 1^ tbo vpprossad go five. Aad ia caso thoy do 
kiot heed the adanmikloB, it tolh thorn th* hire of tfaeb liboi^ 
ofs, who have roapsd down their fioMs, whiefa is kept back by 
rmad, ttiiai^, aqd dto cries aso eatesed lato tho ears of the 
Loid of Sidbaoth. 

^ It is not trae thAt the ApoidoaaddiOssed datO'holdon as 
€hrfiltiaii brathreo^ as has bcaa oftea assarted. On tho Oos* 
traiyv I maiatiiia tbAX they must have takan it for graatody that 
as sooa as a ihi^ ttiaster beeamfe a Christian he wooM let las 
etarea go free, as a. mattar of tvosnok I defy tho World to 
^tO that there Over was a slavo^master admitted aad ti^ot- 
ated In the Chrisiian chaith, nolil after tho Bishop ot Rome 
aancti^ined it, when ho divided Africa betwoea IHHlagal and 
Spain. The very fast that Christianity iMlbnaly oxtingaished 
^vory wherarer It caaiov is prool* that the Apostles and eaifiy 
iaborifa prsacbod m snch a BMiaaar that slayery ooahl act ea«> 
isttft the eharch. 

M And if yon Carefnlly study the writings of tin Apostles^ 
^^»o wili find thai tho wboie spirit aad touor of theaa oOnre»- 
iMnds to this view, fipar what tho Apostle Panl aays> 1 Thnv 
1, 9» 10. 

Kaowisf tbisythat the laW ts not made for a rigbtooas maav 
^'fiic the lawtofls and disabedieai« for tho aagodly and Ibr 
aianers, for nnholy and profane, for mavderers of fadiers, and 
aMardoreia of mothevs^ for raaoHdayerst for whoremoagorarte' 
r that defile -tfaemsalvos with ratliUai, for mmp^ttdknt 
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for fliKr«,'f«r peijited penoiit; anfl if thercT be aii^r otber lfanl|^ 
that 18 contrary to sound doctrine. 

« H^e it.ie ebsbnrable tbat the irord rendered inen-stealertf 
Is not a word denotiBg an act of robbery, bnt an act of eaie of 
traffic — men-traders, and |iroperly marks those wbo exerciser 
or. claim pro|»ert7 in men. These tbe law of God, as laid 
down, by the^ Apestle Paul, classes aion^ with * mnrderers of 
fathers; and miodeiters. of mothers,' with 'whoremongers,' 
with ■*' peijitrelcl persons^* and all the most abominable wicked* 
nsss* GrotiaSf a scholar ef the first rank, especially for eritk 
cal skill in Grtteky sajrs it denotes all who buijfi tellf or retairi 
any person as property. There is no doubt that this sm 9^^ 
istod among the heatbea^ as it doeb at this day. Bat will any 
person now say' that the Apostles broii^t slave*holders infc^ 
the church, and cherished them there asChristiaB brethren T 
Slaye-holders and slayery-apolognis mmf believe it 9 I cannot/ 
till I hare proof,- * strong as holy Writ,' aid that has nerer yet 
ai^peared.'**— [jRee. James if. DickyJ] 

10. Love a$ hrethreti* 
. It is difficttlt to eooceiTevrhitt fbe Christian enahvers, at th» 
fttilh, do with thia and similar passages of Scriptare, as it itf 
well known that a minister, in many places, cannot enforce 
the law of love witbont beio^ mspeeted of favoring emanci- 
pation ; and it must be remembered, that if any ene^ in seme 
of the States, do bnt make a sign or utter one syllabU which 
may, be constmed as having sacfa a design, or li fendenoy tor 
this efibct, he is liable to anfi^ death apon the gallows ! 

12. We ougM to lay down our lives for the brethren. 

It is a strange fact, that the wicked enslavers of the* haman 
species, sach as make im> pretennoos to any reKgions principle 
in the regulation of their conduct, wMl never refuse to risk 
thoic lives in their efibrts to keep the slaves in bondage, aad 
yet how few< hew .ver)r fow profossin^ CfarisdaBs aad Chrintiaw 
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omiifllBn are fofuadt wh^ vfll i«n 0?«i tiio banid of loflnf a 
little property* io ovdor lo nefllow tp thoir brotliraii tbo balieo- 
ablo rights of whM tbej have boon ao Qpjnatlj 4epriTod ! If 
wo ny a word to tbftm abeni doing yuilim to tho pooc, op" 
pv9aaed> dagjndedf an4 iiu<tfo4 alaYe, we art direiBtly toU of 
the eanBequene^ J Qb» tbo ilraadfiil cooaa^eneea thai woold 
foUow the ooaotPioiit of ji»t and aaitahte kwa» for the proloo- 
tioo, Monoe, aod ngalatioii of tbo poor tlavoa I 

Let aa ootiqe a fow ca$ea of emancipatioii, aad aeo what 
the eopflO(|neiicea wore which foilowod* In 1629, the oo> 
poror Aleiander eooaaeipated the whole popoktion of - the ia* 
hvad of Oaael, amoiw^ng to no leM than thirty-five thooandL 
No oTil eooaoqaenoea feUowod. Slavery waa aboluihed. And* 
dfply, in 1829. by the HepitbUc of Me»co. Cohunbia* 
another Repablic of South America, did the aame ua 18S1. 
Gwitnniala, ^i 1824. Peni and Chili, in 1828, and Bolivia 
nbont the aame tMne, 3wwMi Ayrea aboliabed slavery in 1816, 
and Monte Video more recently ; manj other nationa who 
have done the snn^ have heok mentioned m another chapter. 
On the lint of. Aagnat^ 18S4» this wpvh waa done thsooi^oot 
th» JPritiafa donimona ; and in Aatigoa and Bef^MidB, wher» 
the akvea wei(e mnde nneonditiooally iiee, no diffionhias of 
any kind bav» finUewnd. Bnt in adme of the other WeoU 
Indta lahinda, where they nndevtoek to obtain work horn the 
elavoa aftev they wese made free, and thia too \vilfaoat the naa 
of Ibe whip, or the reward of money to pay Iham for their 
lajbon, aa waa ontieipBted, some nneaainesa baa followed. 

Bat what evil conaetiaeneea eoold possibly follow the eman- 
cipation of all the slaves in this land, if this should be done 
by the ^aaetroant of snitablo and impartially administered 
laws I Would the enaotment of jost and eqaitable lawa for 
.their defeaoe and snperviiioo, conld such laws any way pto- 
daaa mm ooillwath part of the wichedaaaa whieh now oanali- 
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totei die v«ry sum and Bofevlane^ of th» sleveHiy^ni ? Wbf 
is it that peraoDi who talk ao nmeh about the ** eoneeqiiences " 
of aboliahidg alarery ia this natknt, noTer undertake to make 
some estimate of the woild of iniqaitj of the system, and the 
ten thousand, thottsand evils whksh it is constantly brlDging^ 
upon the nation, and npon all who are comieeted with it ? 
Think of the acenrnvdated wrongs which nearty three millions 
of men, women, and chiUren are compelled every <Niy and 
every hoar to saffer in this nation ! Think of the theft, the 
frand, the pollution, and the miKiberless ether crimes which 
this syBtem is now constantly inflicting npon both the /enslaver 
and the enslaved ! And think of the death straggle whieii 
mnst sooner or later come between the blacks and whites at 
the sovth, if slavery be not soon abofisbed by moral and 
peaceaMe means. 

Hear one of Virginia's statesmen en this snk^t, Hemy 
Berry, Esq., in a speech of his, dMivered in the HooM of Del- 
egates of Va., Jan. 20, 1882. 

.*'Sir, I believe that no cancer on the pbysieal body wae 
ever more certain, steady, and fatal in its progress, than this 
cancer on the political body of Virgiaia. ' It is eating into her 
very vitals. And shall we admit that the evil is past remedy ? 
Shall .we act the part of a pony patient, saflSiring vnder the 
ravages of a fatal disease, who wenld say the remedy is toe 
painful ? ^* Pass as severe laws as yon vnll to keep these «n^ 
fortnnate. creatures in ignorance, it is in vain, unless yea can 
extinguish that spark of intellect which God has given them* 
Sir, we have as far as possible closed eeery aoenue by whiek 
light might enter their minds ; we have only to go one step 
farther,— -to extinguish the capacity to see the light, — and 
our vrork will be completed ; they would then be reduced to 
the level with the. ileastaef the ficM, and we should be safe $ 
and I am not oertain that we would not de it, if we oonM finA 
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out the necessary protcofe, ftod that anider the plea of nee€$- 
*ity. But, sir, thb is impossible ; and can man be in the 
lutdst of freemen and not know what freedom is ? Can he 
ieel that he has the power to assert his liberty* and will he not 
do it ? Yes, sir> with the certainty of time's current, he will 
do it, whenever he has the powor*- The data are before ns 
all, and every man can work oat the procfsss for himself. Sir, 
A death struggle mast come between the two classes, in 
which one or the other will be eztjngaished forever. Who 
can contemplate sach a catastrophe, as. even possible, and be 
indifferent?" 

16. Partaker of hu evil deeds* 

Let those mombera and minister^ in the Christian church, 
who do not set their faces against the sin of slave-holding in 
all who practice it, think on these words. 

16. Slaves and souls of men. 

The oatfidioiv, bodies and seals of men ; these are here 
set down as articles of traffic, with beasts, sheep, and horses ! 
And it should be noted also, that the trade here spoken of, in 
the souls and bodies of men was carried on by an anH^ehriS' 
tian church. 

"The Li>rd wbo.jndgeth her will effuse his wrath upon 
Babylon, because she makes merchandise of slaves, the souls 
and bodies of men. To number the persons of men with 
beasts, sheep, and hurses, as the stock, of a faBrm^ or with bales 
of goods, as the caigo of a dhip; is a most detestable and anti- 
christiao practice.'* — [£^eo^^] 

But from these words we learn that the time is coming 
when no man shall buy the souls and bodies of men any 
more at all ! And, consequently, when the souls and bodies 
of men are neither bought nor sold any more, then all slave- 
holding must cease, and slavery become extinct throughout 
thii^nation and thrmighont the whole Wtrld \ Tes, as suie as 
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we may dvpdnd Qpon the rent^ of tlie iofiBite Ood, jut «9 
eortftiolj we shell not he dimppeinted in expeeting the otter 
extmction of this inferne) system from the face of the gloh^. 
And then will come the world's j«iMfee / O the delightful 
anticipations of that avspieions day ! When man shall en- 
ilafre his fhllo#-man *' no more at alt ! *' when there shall he 
- no more " soal-driten, nor ** broken in die trade' ef blood.'* 
When the clanking of chains npon hnman limbs shall be heatd 
** no more at aH.*' When the bloody thnmb-serews and the 
lacerating whip shall torture ** no mere at all." Then shall 
the cmel man-stealer no more part those asunder whom God 
joins together ; nor shall the parent's joy be damped and chilled 
any more by die ngfat of a Christiali white man ! 

Mercifd God ! In the greatness of ihy compasi^n, hasten, 
O hasten, the arrival of that blessed hour ! 



CHAPTER XIII. 

tA£ TESTiMONY OF THE dVlUZED WORLD 
AGAINflrr SLAVERY. 

Tufe tbWowmg testimonies are ftotn some of the 
wisest and best of men that have ever lived ; men of 
different notions, and of different political and reli- 
gious creeds. From these we may see that the pi* 
ttj and wisdom of the world agyees perfectly with 
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Ibe word of God, in eondemniag slavery as one of 
the greatest outrages upon the rights, the souls, and 
bodies of men, which it is possible for humanitj to 
suffer. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created free and equal ; that they are en- 
dowed by their Creator with certain inalienable 
tights; that among these are life, liberty^ and the 
pursuit of happiness. — [Declaration of Ameriean 
Independence^ 1776.] 

No longer shall the' Ignited States of America be 
famed for liberty. Oppression pervades their bow*- 
els; and while they exhibit a fair eitterior to other 
parts of the world, they are nothing more than 
painted sepulchres, containing within them rotten- 
ness and corruption. — [Oihellot Baltimore Advert 
iiser, 1788. J 

Everything that is miserable, horrible, and odious^ 
is comprised in this abominable [slave] system. The 
slavery practiced in America is not only abominably 
unjust, inconsistent, and ridiculous, but it is a dis*> 
grace to human nature. There never yet was an 
instance, in whidh all the rights cf human nature 
were more flagrantly violated than in the case of 
American slavery* Perfect liberty and equality 
with the whites is this day the inalienable right of 
U 
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erery negro in America. — [Amynio, New-York^ 
1796.] • 

Let who will startle or laugh, I steadfastly main- 
tain that we must bring them [negroes] to an equal 
standing, in point of privileges, with the whites I 
They must enjoy all the rights belonging to human 
nature — [JF^^^e, tutor in Dartmouth College, 1795.] 
African slavery is unjust in its nature, impolitic in 
its principles, and in its consequences ruinous to the 
industry and enterprise of the citizens of these 
States. — [Memorial of the Co7mecticiU State So^ 
cietyfor the Promotion of Freedom, ^c, praying for 
Congress to abolish the slave-trade, a/nd signed by 
Ezra Stiles, (President of Yale College) Presi- 
dent, and Sivleov Bai^j>wiv, Secretary, 1791.] 

They [the slaves] have yet as much a right to 
their liberty as ever they had, and to demand it of 
him who holds them in bondage ; and he denies 
them their right n— which is of more worth to them 
than everything else they can have in the world, — 
every hour he refuses or neglects to set them at 
liberty. 

Slavery is, in every instance, wrong, unrighteous, 
and oppressive, a very great and crying sin, there 
being nothing of the kind equal to it on the face of 
the earth. — [Samuel Hopkins, 1776.] 

It will not do thus to talk like philosophers, and 
act like unrelenting tyrants ; to be perpetually ser- 
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monizing it, with liberty for our text, and actual op- 
pression for our commentary. — [Wm. Pinckney, in 
the Maryland House of Delegates, 1789.] 

Domestic slavery is repugnant to the principles of 
Christianity. It prostrates every benevolent and 
just principle of action in the human heart. It is 
rebellion against the authority of a common Father. 
It is a practical denial of the extent and efficacy of 
the death of a common Saviour. It is an usurpa- 
tion of the prerogative of the great sovereign of the 
universe, who has solemnly claimed an exclusive 
property in the souls of men. — [Benjamin Rush, 
1794.] 

I tremble for my country, when I recollect that 
Gk>d is just, and that his justice cannot sleep forever. 
The Almighty has no attribute that can take sides 
with us in such a struggle. — [Jefferson, 1782.] 

I thought it my duty to expose the monstrous im- 
piety and cruelty, not only of the slave-trade, but of 
slavery itself, in whatever form it is found; and 
Ukewise to assert that no authority on earth can ever 
render such enormous iniquities legal — [Orenville 
Sharp, as early as 1787.] 

Those are men-stealers who abduct, keep, sell, or 
buy slaves or freemen. To steal a man is the high- 
est kind of theft. — [Orotius.] 

He who supports the system of slavery is the en- 
emy of the whole human race. He divides it into 
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two soGiotiae of logal aasdfl^ios •^— the oppressors and 
ib« oppressed. I( is the so^me thing as proplaimingr 
to the world, if you will preserve your own life, in- 
stantly take away mine, for I want to have yours. — 
[Ahbe Ra/ifnaL] 

This torttiring system has been pursued so far as 
to prevent the development of the mental faculties. 
In Viiginia, to have been able to read, cost a black 
i^an his life. He demanded that the Africans should 
share the ben^ts ppcnnised by American liberty ; and 
supported this demand by their own Bill of Rights* 
Where refutation is impossible, all tymninies resemble 
each other. The negro suffered on the gallows.-*-^ 
[Abbe 6reg(dr$.] 

Slavery is vindicated in print, (1788) and defended 
in the House pf P^ers I Poor human reason, when 
wilt thou come to yeeis of discretion [ ^^ [Hanaa^ 
Hare,] 

The three ongins of the right of slanrery, assigi^ 
by Justinian, are all built upon false ioundations: 
First, Slavery is said to firise from; captivity in war* 
The conqueror having a right to the life of his ,ca{^ 
tive, if he spares that, has then a right to deal with 
him as he pleases; But this is untrue, if taken gen- 
erally^ — that, by the. laws of nations, a. man has. a 
right to kill his enemy: He haii only a right {o kill 
him in particular cases, in cases of absolute neces- 
sity for selfrdefeaee. A^d H is plain^ this ab^olvite^ 
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necessity did not subsist, since he did not kill him, 
but made him prisoner. War itself is justifiable 
only on principles of self-preservation : therefore it 
gives us no right over prisoners, but to hinder their 
hurting us by confining them. Much less can it 
give a right to torture, or kill, or even to enslave an 
enemy when the war is over. Since, therefore, the 
right of making our prisoners slaves, depends on a 
supposed right of slaughter, that foundation failing, 
the consequence which is drawn from it must fail 
likewise. 

It is said, secondly, slavery may begin by one 
man's selling himself to another. And it is true, a 
man may sell himself to work for another ; but he 
cannot sell himself to be a slave, as above defined. 
Every sale implies an equivalent given to the seller, 
in lieu of what he transfers to the buyer. But what 
equivalent can be given for life or liberty? His 
property likewise, with the very price which he 
seems to receive, devolves ipso Jacto to his master, 
the instant he becomes his slave : in this case, there- 
fore, the buyer gives nothing, and the seller receives 
nothing. Of what validity then can a sale be, 
which destroys the very, principle upon which all 
sales are founded ? 

We are told, thirdly, that men may be bom slaves 
by being the children of slaves. But this, being 
Ivuilt upon the two former rights, must fall together 
I4» 
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with tbep. If neither captivity nor contruet can, 
hj tlie pl^iiq le^w of nature and reason, reduce the 
parent to a state of slaveiy, much less can they re^ 
4ucp^the off^p|iDg. «--^ [Blackstone.] 

If you hay^ made a happy slave, yoa have made 
IV de£rade4 man. — [Edmund Burke,] 
. Slavery is a mass, a system of enormities, which 
iucpntrovertibly bids defiance to every regulation 
which ingenui^ can devise, or power effect, but a 
total extinction- Why ought slavery to be abol- 
ished ? Because it is incurable injustice. Why is 
injustice to remain for a single hour? — [William 
PiU,] 

Are we then fanatics? are we enthusiasts? bo 
cause we cry, ** do not rob! do not murder ?'' In 
whatsoever situation I may ever be, so long as I 
have a voice to speak, this question shall never be at 
an end. With regard to a regulation of slavery, my 
detestation of its existence induces me to know no 
such thing as a regulation of robbery, and a restric- 
tion of murcter. ^-* [Charles James Fox.] 

If the si&uation of 'slav^ were as ha|^y as. servi- 
tude could makq theflb, I must not commit the enor- 
mous crime of selling man to man. Personal free- 
dom is a right, of which he who deprives a felbw 
creseyture is^ absolutely criminal in so depriving him ; 
and which he who withholds is no less criminal in 
wiUiholding. — r [Cliari#i James Fo^] 
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Man-8tealersl The worst of thieves; in com- 
paiisoQ of whom, highway*robbers and house-break- 
ers are innocent ; and men-buyers are exactly on a 
level with men-stealers. 

May I speak plainly to you ? I must. Love con- 
strains me ; love to you, as well as to those you are 
concerned with. 

Is there a God 1 You know there is. Is he a 
just God 1 Then there must be a state of retribu- 
tion ; a state wherein the just God will reward every 
man according to his works. Then what reward 
will be rendered to you ? O, think betimes ! before 
you drop into eternity! Think now, "He shf^U 
have judgment without mercy that showed no 
mercy." ** The blood of thy brother " (for, whether 
thou wilt believe it or no, such he is in the sight of 
him that made him) " crieth against thee from the 
earth " from the ship, and from the waters. O, 
whatever it costs, put a stop to its cry before it be 
tQO late : ifutantly, at any price, were it the half of 
your goods, deliver thyself from blood guiltiness 1 
Thy hands, thy bed, thy furniture, thy house, thy 
lands, are at present stained with blood. Surely it 
is enough; accumulate no more guilt; spill no more 
the blood of the innocent 1 Do not hire another to 
shed blood ; do not pay him for doing it 1 Whether 
you are a Christian or no, shew yourself a man ! 
Be not more savage than a lion or a bear 1 — [Rev. 
John Wesley] 
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Every man who cannot show that his negro hath, 
by his voluntaiy conduct, forfeited his liberty, is ob- 
ligated immediately to manumit him. And to hold 
[such an one] in a state of slavery, is to be every 
day guilty of robbing him of his liberty, or of man- 
stealing — and fifty years from this time (1791) it 
will be as shameful for a man to hold a negro slave, 
as to be guilty of common robbery or theft. — [Yownr 
ger Edwards^ Pastor of a church in New-Haven, 
and afterwards President of Union College.^ 

Never was a system so big with wickedness and 
cruelty. In whatever part of it you direct your view, 
the eye finds no comfort, no satisfaction, no relief. 
It is the prerogative of slavery to separate from evil 
its concomitant good, and to reconcile discordant 
mischiefs. It robs war of its generosity, it deprives 
peace of its security. You have the vices of pol- 
ished society, without its knowledge or its comforts ; 
and the evils of barbarism, without its simplicity. 
Slavery is the full measure of pure, unmixed, unso- 
phisticated wickedness; and scorning all competi- 
tion, or comparison, it stands without a rival in the 
secure, undisputed possession of its detestable pre- 
eminence. — [ Wilberforce.] 

Slavery is a state so improper, so degrading, and 
so ruinous to the feelings and capacities of human 
nature, that it ought not to be suffered to exist. — 
[Edmund Burke.] 
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Slavery is made up of every crime that treachery, 
cruelty, and murder can invent; and men-stealers 
are the very worst of thieves. The most knavish 
tricks are practiced by these dealers in humap flesh ; 
and if slaves think of our general character, they 
must suppose that Christians are devils, and that 
Christianity was forged in hell. — [Rowland Hill,] 

It is as really wicked to rob a man of his liberty, 
as to rob him of his life ; and it is much more wicked 
than to rob him of his property. To hold a man in 
a state of slavery, is to be every day guilty of rob- 
bing him of his liberty, or of man-stealing, — [Jowo- 
^AorA Edwards.] 

If we may judge of the future by the past, within 
fifty years from this time it will be as shameful for a 
man to hold a negro slave^ as to be guilty of com- 
mon robbery or theft. — [Jonathan Edwards, 1791.] 

Slavery is injustice, which, no consideration of 
polkgr can. extenuate. — [Bishop HorsUp,] 

The Christian religion is opposed to slavery in its 
spirit and its principles; it classes men-stealers 
among murderers of fathers and of mothers, and the 
most profane criminals upoa earth. — [Bishop Por- 
ieus,] 

No man is by nature the property of another. 
The rights of nature must be someway forfeited, 
befoipe they caa be justly taken away. — [Samuel 
J[ohnmn!\ 
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The whole system is essentially and radically bad. 
Injustice and oppression are its fundamental princi- 
ples. I do not affirm, or imagine that every slave- 
holder is therefore a wicked man ; but if he be not, 
it is only upon the score of ignorance. Let us leave 
the deserts of the individual to Him who knoweth 
the heart ; of his actions, we may speak ; and we 
ought to speak in the language of reprobation, dis- 
gust, and abhonence. — [Jonathan DymondJ] 

The manner in which the duty of servants is in- 
culcated, affords no ground for the assertion that the 
gospel authorizes one man to hold another in bond- 
age, any more than the command to turn the other 
cheek, justifies the infliction of violence. — [Presi- 
dent Wayland!] 

The man who, on hearing the claim to property in 
man, does not see and feel distinctly that it is a cruel 
usurpation, is hardly to be reached by reasoning; 
for it is hard to find any plainer principles than what 
he begins with denying. — [Channing.l 

To steal or buy an African on his own shores is 
piracy. In this act the greatest wrong is inflicted, 
the most sacred right violated. But if a human be- 
ing cannot, without infinite injustice, be seized as 
property, then he cannot, without equal wrong, be 
held as such. — [Cha/nn%ng,'\ 

We hear of some of the southern States enriching 
themselves by breeding slaves for sale. Of all the 
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licensed occupations of society, this is the most de- 
testable. What I Rear human families, like herds 
of swine, and then scatter them to the four winds 
for gain. — [Channing.] 

The household of the slave may be broken up ar- 
bitrarily by the master ; but he finds his revenge, if 
revenge he asks, in the blight which the master's 
unfaithfulness sheds over his own domestic joys. A 
slave country reeks with licentiousness. It is tainted 
with a deadlier pestilence than the plague. — [Chan- 
ning.] 

Thufl man doTotes hia brother, and destroye ; 
And, worn than all, and moit to be deplored. 
As human nature's broadest, foulest blot. 
Chains him and tasks him, and exacts his sweat 
With stripes, that mercy, with a bleeding heart, 
Weeps when she sees inflicted on a beast Cowpeb. 

Was man ordained the slave of man to toU, 
Yoked with the brutes, and fettered to the soil — 
Weighed in a tyrant's balance with his gold ? 
No ! Natore stamped as in a heavenly mould ; 
She bade no wretch his thankless labor nige. 
Nor trembling take the pittance and the scourge. 

Cambbzll. 

Who can with patience for a moment see 
This medley mass of pride and misery. 
Of whips and charters, manacles and rights. 
Of slaving bhusks, and democratic whites ? 
To think that man, thou just and righteous God ! 
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Should stand before thee with a tynuit^i rod. 

O'er creatures like himself — wiUi souls from Thee — - 

And yet to boast of perfect liberty I Thomas MoorS« 

.r 
Of all slave-holders under Heaven, those of the 

United States appear to me the most reprehensible ; 

for man is never so truly odious as when he inflicts 

upon others that which he himself abominates. — • 

[Edward Rushton to General Washington,] 

Slavery is a dominion and system of laws, the 
most merciless and tyrannical that ever were toler* 
ated upon the face of the earth. — [Paley.] 

. While I am indulging in my views of American 
prospects, and American liberty, it is mortifying to 
be told that in that very country a large portion of 
the people are slaves! It is. a dark spot on the face 
of the nation. Such a istate of things cannot al- 
ways exist. — [Lafayette.] 

Robbers invade the property, and murderers the 
life of human beings, but he that holds another man 
in bondage, subjects the whole sum of his existence 
to oppression, bereaves him of every hope, and is 
therefore more detestable than robber atid assassin 
combined. — [ T/iomas Day.] 

Of all men living, an AuericaD citixen, ivbo is the 
owner of slaves, is the most despicable — he is a po- 
litical hypocrite of the very worst description. ^- 
[O'ConnelL] 
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There is a law above all the enactments of human 
codes. It is the law written by the linger of God 
on the heart of man ; and by that law, unchange- 
able and eternal, while men despise fraud, and 
loath rapine, and abhor blood, they shall reject with 
indignation the wild and guilty phantasy, that maa 
can hold property in man. — [Henry Brougham.] 

I hold the system of slavery to be a crimq of the 
deepest dye, and I would deal with it as crimes 
ought to be dealt with. — [T. Fowell Buxton.] 

Slavery is the infringement of all laws — a law 
having a tendency to preserve slavery would be the 
grossest sacrilege. I beg as fervently of my coun- 
try as I would for the lives of my children, that 
you will never consent that clime, or color, or creed, 
should make any distinction in your Republic, — 
[Bolivar.] 

I wish that the time may soon come, when all our 
inhabitants, of every color and denomination, shall 
be free and equal partakers of our political liberty. 
[John Jay, 1785.] 

It is the double curse of slavery to degrade all 
concerned with it, doing or suffering. The slave is 
the lowest in the scale of human beings, except the 
slave-dealer. — [Montgomery,] 

By sophistry, evil habits, neglect, and the impos- 
tures of an anti-Christian priesthood, joined in one 
conspiracy with the violence of tyrannical govern- 

15 
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ors, the understandings of men may become so dark* 
ened, and their consciences so lethargic, that a ne» 
cessity arises for the re-publication of self-evident 
truths, and this, too, with a voice of loud alarm and 
impassioned warning. Such were the truths with 
which Thomas Clarkson and his excellent confeder- 
ates conquered the legalized banditti of man-stealers 
— the numerous and powerful perpetrators of rapine, 
murder, and (worse than either) slavery ! — [CoU' 
ridge.] 

We, in an enlightened age, have greatly surpassed, 
in brutality and injustice, the most ignorant and bar* 
barous ages ; and while we are pretending to the 
finest feelings of humanity, are exercising unprece* 
dented cruelty. We have planted slavery in the 
rank soil of sordid avarice ; and the product has been 
misery in the extreme. — [Elias Hicks.] 

Even the earth itself, which teems profusion un- 
der the cultivating hand of the free-born laborer, 
shrinks into barrenness from the contaminating sweat 
of a slave. — [Montesquieu.] 

If we allow negroes to be men, it will begin to be 
believed that we ourselves are not Christians. — [Mon* 
tesquieu] 

Disguise thyself as thou wilt, still, slavery, thou 
are a bitter draught. — [Sterne.] 

Not only the Christian religion, but nature herself 
cries out against a state of slavery. — [Pope Leo X,] 
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[All slaves in the British empire] shall become 
and be, to all intents and purposes, free and discharged 
from and of all manner of slavery, and slavery is 
hereby forever abolished and declared unlawful. — 
[Act of British ParliamentJ\ 

The gentleman has appealed to the Christian re- 
ligion in justification of slavery. I would ask him 
upon what part of those pure doctrines does he rely ; 
to which of those sublime precepts does he advert to 
sustain his position? Is it that which teaches char- 
ity, justice, and good-will to all, or is it that which 
teaches, " Do ye unto others as ye would they should 
do unto you." — [ Thomas J. Randolph of Virginia.] 

In heathen countries, slavery was in some sort ex- 
cusable ; among Christians it is an endtmity and a 
crime, for which perdition has scarcely an adequate 
state of punishment. 

I here register my testimony against the unprinci- 
pled, inhuman, anti-Christian, and diabolic slave- 
trade, with all its authors, promoters, abettors, and 
sacrilegious gains ; as well as against the great devil, 
the father of it and them. — [Dr. A Clark] 

The holding of human beings in a state of slavery 
is in direct opposition to all the principles of natural 
right, and to the benign spirit of the religion of 
Christ. — [ Weslepan Conference, England.] 

Men-stealers are inserted among these daring 
criminals, against whom the law of God directed its 
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ourses; These kidnapped men to sell them for slaves ; 
and this practice seems inseparable from the other 
iniquities and oppressions of slavery ; nor can a slave- 
•dealer keep free from this criminality, if "the re- 
ceiver Be as bad as the thief. '' — [iScoi^^i] 

The conference acknowledges that slavery is con- 
trary to the laws of God, man, and nature, and hurt- 
fxil to society ; contrary to the dictates of conscience 
and piure religion; and doing what we would not 
that others should do unto us; and they pass their 
disapprobation upon all our friends who keep slaves, 
and they advise their freedom. — [Dis, of the N. JS. 
Church, 1780.] 

I do a man greater injury when I deprive him of 
his liberty, than when I deprive hi rn of his property. 
It is vain for me to plead that 'I have the sanction of 
law ; for this makes the injury the greater ^^~ it avmB 
the community against him, and makes his case des- 
perate. The owners of such slaves then are licensed 
robbers, and not the just proprietors of what they 
claihi. Freeing them is not depriving them of prop- 
erty, but restoring it to the right owner. Human 
legislators should remember that they act in subor- 
dination of the greater ruler of the universe, and 
have no right to enact laws contrary to his. The 
people bhould know that Liegislatures have not this 
power; and that a thousand laws can never make 
that innocent which the divine law has made crimi- 
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nal, or give them a right to that which the divine 
law forhids them to claim. In America, a slave is a 
standing monument of the tyranny and inconsis- 
tency of human governments. The master is the 
enemy of the slave ; he has made open "war upon 
him, and is daily carrying it on in unremitted efforts. 
Can any one imagine, then, that the slave is in- 
debted to his master, and bound to serve him? 
Whence can the obligation arise? What is it 
founded upon ? What is my duty to an enemy that 
is carrying on war against me ? I do not deny, but 
in some circumstances it is the duty of the slave to 
serve ; but it is a duty he owes himself, and not his 
master. -^ [Rev. David Rice.] 

[The above was uttered by this minister of God, 
before the Convention which met to form the Con- 
stitution of the State of Kentucky, in 1790.] 

As a Virginian, i do not question the master's 
title to his slave ; but I put it to the gentleman, as a 
matt, as a moral man, as a ChrisUan man^ whether 
he has not some doubt of his claim being as absolute 
and unqualified as that of other property 1 I ac- 
knowledge I tremble for the fate of my country at 
some future day, unless we " do something ! *' — [J. 
A. Chandler of Virginia.] 

You may place the slave where you please — you 
may dry up to your utmost, the fountain of his feel- 
ings, the springs of his thought — you may close 
15* 
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upon his mind every avenue to knowledg^e, and cloud 
it over with artificial night — you may yoke him to 
your labor, as the ox which liveth only to work, and 
worketh only to live — you may put him under any 
process, which, without destroying his value as a 
slave, will debaso and crush him as a rational being 
— you may do this, and the idea that he was born 
to be free, will survive it all. It is allied to his hope 
of immortality. — it is the eternal part of his nature, 
which oppression cannot reach —^ it is a torch lit up 
in his soul by the hand of the Deity, and never 
meant (o be extinguished by the hand of man. ^^ 
[James G, McDowell, jr. of Virginia.] 

There is a "still, small voice'' which speaks to 
the heart of man in a tone too clear and distinct to 
be disregarded. It te}ls him that every system of 
slavery is based upon injustice and oppression. If 
gentlemen disregard it now, and lull their conscien- 
ces to sleep, they may be aroused to a, sense of their 
danger when it is too late to repair their errors.— 
[P. A Boiling' of Virginia.] 

Congress shall make no law respecting an estab' 
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the government for a re- 
dress of grievances. — [Constitution of the United 
Stoties,] 
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Every citizen may freely speak, write, and pub- 
lish his sentiments on any subject, being responsible 
for the abuse of this liberty. No laws shall be 
passed regulating or restraining the. freedom of the 
press. — ' [illai»e.] 

The liberty of the press is essential to security of 
freedom in a State ; it ought not, therefore, to be re- 
strained in this Commonwealth. -^[Massachusetts.'] 

The liberty of the press is essential to the security 
of freedom in a State ; it ought, therefore, to be invi- 
olably preserved. — [New- Hampshire.] 

The people have a light to freedom of speech, 
and of writing and publishing their sentiments con* 
ceming the transactions of government, and, there- 
fore, the freedom of the press ought not to be re- 
strained. — [Vermont.] 

Every citizen may freely speak, write, and publish 
his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for 
the abuse of that right. 

No law shall ever be passed to curtail or restrain 
the liberty of speech or of the press. — [Connecticut.] 

Every citizen may freely speak, write, and publish 
his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for 
the abuse of that right; and no law shall be passed 
to restrain or abridge ihe liberty of speech, or of the 
press. In all prosecutions, or indictments for libels, 
the truth may be given in evidence to the jury : and 
if it shall appear to the jury that the matter charged 
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as libellous i« true, and was published with good 
motives, and for justifiable ends, the party shall be 
acquitted; and the jury shall have the right to de- 
termine the law and the fact. — [New-York.] 

The printing presses shall be free to every person, 
who undertakes to examine the proceedings of the 
Legislature, or any branch of government ; and no 
law shall ever be made to restrain the right thereof. 
The free communication of thoughts and opinions 
is one of the invaluable rights of man ; and every 
citizen may freely speak, write, and print on any 
subject, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty. 
[Pennsylvania.'] 

The press shall be free to every citizen who un- 
dertakes to examine the official conduct of men act- 
ing in a public capacity ; and any citizen may print 
on any such subject, being responsible for the abuse 
of that liberty. — [Delaware.] 

The liberty of the press ought to be inviolably 
preserved. — [Maryland.] 

The freedom of the press is one of the great bul- 
warks of liberty, and can never be restrained but by 
despotic governments. — [Virginia.] 

The freedom of the press is one of the great bul- 
warks of liberty, and therefore ought never to be re- 
strained. — [North Carolina J 

The trial by jury, as heretofore used in this State, 
and the liberty of the press, shall be forever inviola- 
bly preserved. — [South Caroli7ia.\ 
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Freedom of the press, and trial by jury, as here- 
tofore used in this State, shall remain inviolate ; and 
no ex facto law shall be passed. — [Georgia.] 

The printing presses shall be free to every person 
who undertakes to examine the proceedings of the 
Legislature, or aiiy branch of government ; and no 
law shall ever be made to restrain the right thereof. 
The free communication of Ihoughts axki opinions is 
one of the invaluable rights of man ; and every citi- 
zen may freely speak, write, and print on any sub- 
ject, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty. 
[Kentucky^ Tennessee, Indiana^ LouisiatMt (^nd Il- 
linois,] 

The printing presses shall.be open and free to ev- 
ery citizen who wishes to examine the proceedings 
of any branch of government, or the conduct of any 
public officer; and no law shall ever restrain the 
right thereof. Every citizen has an. indisputable 
right ta speak, write, or print upon any subject, as he 
thinks proper, being liable for. .the abuse of that lib- 
erty. — ' [OAto.] 

Every citizen: may freely speak, write, and pub- 
lish his seirtiments on all subjects, being responsible 
for the abuse of that liberty. 

No law shall ever be passed to curtail or restrain 
the liberty of speech or of the press. — \ Missis- 
sippi.] 

Every citizen may freely speak, write, and pub- 
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lish his sentiments on all subjects, beings responsible 
for the abuse of that liberty. — [Alabama.] 

The free communication of thoughts and opin- 
ions is one of the invaluable rights of man; and 
eveiy person may freely speak, write, and print on 
any subject, being responsible for the abuse of that 
liberty. — [Missouri.] 

If any citizen of the United States, being of the 
crew or ship's company of any foreign ship or ves- 
sel engaged in the slave trade, or any person what- 
ever, being of the crew or ship's company of any 
ship or vessel owned in the whole or part, or navi- 
gated for, or in behalf of any citizen or citizens of 
the United States, shall land, from any such ship or 
vessel, and an any foreign shore seize any negro or 
mulatto, not held to service or labor by the laws of 
either of the States or Territories of the United 
States, with intent to make such negro or mulatto a 
slave, or shall decoy, or forcibly bring or carry, or 
shall receive such negro or mulatto on board any 
such ship or vessel, with intent as aforesaid, such 
citizen or person shall be adjudged a ffirate, and 
on conviction thereof, before the Circuit Court of the 
United States, for the district wherein he may be 
brought or found, shall suffer death. — [Lotos of^ 
the United States.] 
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ARE YOU A CHRISTIAN? 

OR, 

AID TO SELF-EXAMINATION. 

PoK Members of the Church or Christ ind thosx 
WHO EXPECT TO BECOME MxMBERS. By RcT. Habbard 
Winslow, Pastor of Bowdoin St. Church. Third Edition. 
EmbelliBhed with a Copperplate Engraying. 

The great and increasing demand for this valuable work, 
has induced the publisher to issue a third and chevp edition. 
The following are selected from notices of the work : 

[From the Christian Watchman.] 

Are Tou A Christian ? Or, Aid to Self-Exami5A- 
rioft. By Rey. Hubbard Winslow, Pastor of Bowdoin St. 
Church, Boston. This inyitinff little yolume contains the 
whole body of religion in sizty-four pages, divided into three 
parts. The First Fart contains sixteen questions; for self- 
examination, addressed immediately to each individual, from 
which it is difficult to escape, without stifling conviction. 
The Second Part comprises thirty-two resolutions, which, if 
firmly taken, will successfully answer the previous questions. 
The Third Part gives twelve directions for growing in grace. 
In following these directions, every traveller will soon find 
himself in Uie bright pathway to Heaven. We have seldom 
seen so much inatter thrown into sueh a small compass. Go, 
reader, and purchase it, and say if we have told you of half 
its merits. 

[Extract of a letter from a Oleifyman.] 

" The little work handed me, entitled < Are you a Chris- 
tian ? * I have read with great interest. It is one of those 
little books which contain much in litUe, Among other ex- 
cellencies which might be mentioned, there is one so pecu- 
liar, I must name it : The author did not begin till he bad 
something to say, and be left off when he was done. Noth- 
ing lacking, nothing superfluous. It should be in the hands 
or every one who hopes he is ' a Christian.* '* 
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{Fnm HMCkrirtiaa Mirrat.j 

This is truly an acceptable and useful little book. It can be 
read through in an hour, so that its size and expense can 
frighten no one ; and yet it contains ' much in little,' and 
ought to be read once a day by every one who has ** named 
the nome of Christ/' or who expects to do so. 

Frtr sale by D. K. iiitchoock, Crockar &> Brewster^ Gouldf 
Kendall & Lincoln, Boston : w m. Hyde, Portland ; Duran dfr 
Thatcher. Bangor ; J. P. Callender, and LeaVitt, Lord, & Co., 
New-Tork ; Donohue & Tappan^ Philadelphia ; Truman Sc 
Smith, Cincinnati. 



THE AMERICAN 

ANTI-SLAVERY ALMANAC, 

FOR 1837. 

JUST PUBLISHED, the Aknerioan Aoti-SUTery Alma* 
nac, for 1837, which contains the usual astronomical calcula* 
tions and chronological tables used in Almanacs, which hatre 
been prepared with great care. There is also much interest* 
ing and useful information on the subject of slarery, which it 
is Delieved will do much to throw light upon the question of 
immediate abolition. Gmat care has been taken to gather all 
interesting events and oeeurrences, and no labor lias beea 
withheld in obtaining valuable articles from distinguished 
writers. The Almanac is also embellished with stfyeittl ap- 
propriate engravings, &e. 

Among the articles are 'Free Discussion; Am. A. S. So* 
oiety ; $100,<ieO Regard ; Emancipation in the West-Indies | 
Principles of Anti-Slavery Societies ; the Slave Father ; Pi«>- 
dttct of Slave Labor; Children's Department; Temptation 
Resisted; a Mother's Anguish; Slave P<mnlatioto in the U. 
States ; emigrants to Liberia; Objections Considered; One- 
da Institute ; Anti-Slavery Publications. 

(HT tkis work has been highly commended in most of th« 
Anti-Slavery papers. 

[From the liberator.] 

Aitti-Slavery Almanac. The publishers of this interest- 
ing annual, have, in our^pinion, fully redeemed their^omise, 
that the present * will be superior to the first mtmberin the 
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fdttff«etBtofttie iiiattetilcittlunihtiHlfeOyMiallttilhi vm* 
«lMnioal exeoution/ Tbis, to Iha f •adert of tlie fonow nam* 
ber, wiU be recommendation Mffioient Oar anti-aUyery 
friends in different parte of tbe country, ongbt to eee to it im- 
atidiatolv, that their reepective neighWboode are well a np^ 
plied. In no otkBrffrm «r« loa «iear« thti wo grmt mn ammml 
vf matter can bt pmrckated for the ^aimo prioef mmi no emuU 
amount </ matUr will be found more noepilf or servieeMeto 
onr cause. Meaenree are in o^ration, we are told, to sttpply 
«v»rj family in tbe Union with a copy of tbe Temporamee 
Afanaaac, for which object t,000,000 copiee will be rejiaired 
— and shall not a work which pleads not only a kindred 
«ao8e, bat one that yirtaally embraces tbe objeots of almost 
all the beneyolent emtor^ises of tbe day, obtam aoirculation 
at least one tenth jpart as extNisiye ? We hope our friends 
w91 show by the alacrity with which they send m their orders^ 
that they estimate brother Soa|hard*s sernees at their true*— 
that is, high yalue. 

' AH orders for tbe aboye work will be promptly answered. 
Address N. SOUTHARD, or D. K. HITCHCJOCK, 9 Corn- 
hill, Boston. For sale at the principal Antl-Slayery Offices 
in the United States. 



LIST QF ANTI-SLAVERY PUBLICATIONS, for sale 
at tbe Anti-Slayery Office, No. 46, Washing^n St., (3d 
story,) Boston. 

BoosB Volumes. 

Thompson's Reception in Qreat BriAaia, 18 mo. 

pp. 23e, ^i 

Gabinct of Freedom, being a repubtieatioA 
of flitandard works on the sabiect of sla- 
very, under the superyision of Hon. Wok 
Jay, Rey. Prof. Bash, and Gerrit Smith, 
Bsq. tSmo. pp, 376. 76 

The Oasis, by Mrs. ChUd, IfiO 

Channing on Slayery, (4th ed. reyised), 60 

Leotnres on Slavery, by Rey. B. Godwin, 

D.'D. pp. 258. 62 

Rifbtand wrong in Boston, 31 

Slava's Friend^ v6l. 1st, (neatly boond) tH 

SMad's Akistoh tt BMk Laws, ^ 



Mnr. Chfld'^B Appeal, rrerviketf edition.) 37 

The Fountain^ ^a small pocket liianaai,) 20 

Life of GraoTille Sbarpe, by C. Stuart, 
with a beautiful copperplate likenesa, 37 

Anti-Slaverv Record, vol. liA/bound, 37 

An inquiry- mto the character of the Amen* 
can Colonization and Anti-Slavviy So- 
cieties, by Hon. Wm. Jay, 37 

Bourne's lecture of Slavery in the United 

States, 60 

Rankin's Letters on Slavery in the V. S. 25 

Memoirs of Phillis Wbeatley, a astiv* Af- 
rican and a Slave, 2& 

Memoir of James Jackson, a oolofed boy, 
who died in Boston, Oct 31, t833, aged 
6 years and It months, 25 

Thompson's Lectures and Debates in En-g* 

land, 50 

Songs of the Free, and Hymns of Chris- 
tian Freedom, for the Monthly Concerts, 
pp. 227, 56 

The Enemies of the Constitution Discov- 
ered, or an inquiry into the origin and 
tendency of popular violence. Contain- 
ing an account of the Utica Mob — the 
dispersion of the State Convention — and 
a concise treatise on the practice of the 
Court of Judge Lynch, 50 

Pamphlets. 

Ivimey's Lectures on Colonral Slavery, 25 

Proceedings of the R. I. State Convention, 18 

Review of Remarks on Dr. Cfaanning's book on Slavery, 31 
Fourth Annual Report of the Mass. A. S. Society, 16 

Ist, 2d, and 3d, da, do. 12 

Second Annual Report American A. S. Society, 12 

Freedom's Defence, (being a review of Calhoun's Report,) 12 
Child's Oration at South Reading, Ang. 1, 1834, 12 

Beriah Green's four Strmons, 12 

Letter to a member of Congress, from an English Clergy- 
' man, 12 

Orders for the above publications will be promptly attended 
to, and packages forwarded accordingto directions to an v part 
of New-England. Address ISAAC KN APP, No. 46, Wash- 
^ 'i'lftiin.stieet, Boston. 
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